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“Your challenges were unprecedented,

and so was the outcome.”

Bush thanks U.S. troops

during

.
»

Germany visit ...

AP

President Bush and first lady Laura Bush greet U.S. troops and their families Wednesday at Wieshaden Army Airfield. The crowd consisted of mostly 1st Armored Division soldiers
but also included members of the 1st Infantry Division and troops from all services. Bush met earlier with German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder to work out post-Iraq differences.
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Church sexual abuse: A Roman

Catholic priest convicted last year of

raping three altar boys in Dover, N.H.,
has died.

The Rev. Joseph Maguire died
Wednesday in Berlin, about 10 months after
he began serving a 44-year prison term. He
was 73.

Corrections spokesman Jeff Lyons said
Maguire died of natural causes.

Maguire was convicted on 36 felony
counts of abusing boys in the late 1970s and
early 1980s at St. Joseph parish in Dover.
He acknowledged abusing boys in Dover
hotel rooms, during overnight trips and at
St. Joseph’s rectory.

Jackson jury selection: Attorneys in the
Michael Jackson case made headway in se-
lecting a jury, dismissing a self-styled
“karaoke junkie” and two women with ties
to law enforcement.

Both sides are allowed to reject 10 jurors
each without explanation. The defense cut
six and the prosecution five Tuesday in
Santa Maria, Calif.

Along with three jurors who were re-
moved by mutual agreement and six jurors
the judge dismissed at their requests, 20 pro-
spective panelists were gone by the end of
the day. If attorneys maintain their current
pace, a jury could be seated within days.

Eric Rudolph trial: Eric Rudolph’s law-
yers have an explanation for his nearly 52
years on the lam after an Alabama abortion
clinic bombing: His western North Carolina
culture.

The defense wants to allow the testimony
of a professor who contends Rudolph’s
flight was consistent with spending much of
his life in a mountain culture that promotes
an independent spirit and a strong suspicion
of government.

Prosecutors in Birmingham, Ala., oppose
such testimony, arguing it lacks any scientif-
ic basis.

World

f d of
people used small boats to search for miss-
ing loved ones on Tuesday, three days after
a ferry sank in a river near Bangladesh’s
capital, Dhaka, leaving at least 151 people
dead.

The double-decker MV Maharaj was
packed with more than 200 people when it
capsized during a storm just before mid-
night Saturday on the Buriganga River.

The vessel was about 30 minutes into its
journey from Dhaka to the eastern town of
Chandpur when wind gusts struck. It cap-
sized and sank near Pagla town. Many of the
passengers were heading home ahead of a
public holiday.

Serbia-Kosovo relations: The European
Union on Monday urged authorities in Ser-
bia and the U.N.-administered Serbian prov-
ince of Kosovo to resume contacts aimed at
improving relations ahead of expected nego-
tiations later this year on the province’s fu-

ture.
“Without dialogue will be very diffi-

Pope’s health: Pope John Paul Il on Wednesday gave his longest public appearance since
leaving the hospital, greeting pilgrims by video hookup after the Vatican canceled his ad-

in and winds lashed Rome. The frail pontiff, conva-
lescing from a recent illness, appeared somewhat gaunt and wheezed as he spoke but read
the greetings in six languages as he sat in his studio flanked by two aides.

dress from his apartment window when

cult” to hold successful talks, said Javier
Solana, the EU’s foreign policy representa-
tive. He spoke after EU foreign ministers
held talks on Kosovo.

The EU ministers met with Soeren Jes-
sen-Petersen, who heads the U.N. adminis-
tration there.

Bobby Fischer passport: Icelandic immi-
gration authorities agreed Tuesday to grant
the former American chess champion
Bobby Fischer a special passport for foreign-
ers that would allow him to travel to West-
ern Europe, officials said.

The document would allow him to travel
freely between the 15 Western European
countries of the Schengen zone, a region cov-
ering much of western Europe where
ports are not required, but not to the Umted
States, said Gudrun Ogmundsdottir, a mem-
ber of Iceland’s Parliament General Com-
mittee.

Maldives tsunami reaction: Asia’s tsuna-
mi has given new life to a plan in low-lying
Maldives to relocate much of the population
to higher ground, while Indonesia said
Wednesdav it was considering building “es-
cape hills” along its exposed coastline to be
used in case another massive wave hits.

The Maldives government wants to house
its population on islands with higher eleva-
tion and two- and three-story buildings that
would allow people to escape another tsuna-
mi.

Czech invasion compensation: The lower
chamber of the Czech parliament voted on
Wednesday to compensate victims of the
1968 Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslovakia.

Of the 160 lawmakers present in the
200-seat chamber on Wednesday, 123 voted
in favor, one was against.

Under the law, which still needs approval

by the upper chamber of the parliament, the
Senate, those who were injured or raped by
2 member of one of the five occupying
armies between Aug. 20, 1968, and June 27,
1991, or family members of those killed in
the same period of time, will be entitled to
up to $6,637.

Afghan aid worker deaths: Gunmen
stopped a car carrying two Afghan aid work-
ers in the country’s south before shooting
them in the head, a senior official said
Wednesday, a brutal slaying sure to set
back the rebuilding of the war-stricken
country.

Hedllh Minister Mohammed Amin
Fatemi told The Associated Press that the
sports-utility vehicle used by the two em-
ployees of medical relief group Ibn Sina had
disappeared but said it was unclear whether
militants or robbers carried out the attack.

Fatemi said the two aid workers were
forced from the vehicle in a desert area of
Helmand’s Sangin district, 220 miles south-
west of Kabul, on their way to deliver medi-
cal supplies to several clinics in the prov-
ince.

South Africa economy: South African Fi-
nance Minister Trevor Manuel on Wednes-
day announced a package of tax cuts and so-
cial spending aimed at giving South Africa’s
impoverished millions a bigger slice of the
economic e a decade after the end of
apartheid.

Economic growth has averaged 3.2 per-
cent a year over the past four years, slightly
less than the African average of 4 percent,
Manuel said.

He predicted the rate would increase to
4.3 percent this year and average 4.2 per-
cent over the next ing into account
the anticipated global slowdown and contin-
ued relative strength of the rand.
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PPHOTOS BY RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Leh President Bush shakes hands with soldiers after a speech to U.S.

Army Airfield, Germany.

Above: Secretary of State COndnlzezu Rice poses for a photo with
troops. Bush and Rice stopped i
trip, during which the president is hoping to solidify ties with Western
leaders, some of which were weakened by the U.S. invasion of Iraq.

iesbaden as part of their European

‘America stands with you’

Bush visits Wiesbaden to thank, encourage battle-tested troops

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany — President
Bush praised thousands of troops and
their families during a Wednesday after-
noon pit stop at the Wiesbaden Army Air-
field during his three-country European
tour.

Before heading off to the Slovak Repub-
lic, the president and other White House
officials stopped to thank war-weary
troops and give them a bit of entertain-
‘ment for a job well done.

“Laura and I were in the neighborhood,
thought we’d drop by and say hello —
howdy,” said the military’s commander in
chief to cheering troops and family mem-
bers. Bush had spent most of the day meet-
ing with German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder in Mainz.

Just before Bush’s arrival, the Frankfurt
Galaxy cheerleaders performed and
“American Idol” runner-up Diana DeGar-
mo and the Gatlin Brothers sang.

Bush said he wanted to give the troops a
taste of home after their yearlong deploy-
ment to Iraq.

“Today I bring you a message from back
home: The American people are grateful
to you. Your communities are proud of
you. And as you defend the cause of free-
‘dom, America stands with you.”

The crowd, made up mostly of 1st Ar-
mored Division soldiers but including se-
lect 1st Infantry Division soldiers, as well
as troops from all services, were all key
players in helping America fight the war
on terror, Bush said.

“The 3,000 soldiers, sailors, airmen and
Marines and their farmly ‘members here
today represent the more than 100,000
men and women of the United States Euro-
pean Command forward deployed and ac-
tive in the global war on terrorism both in
Iraq and Afghanistan. They're also great

and willful for
the United States who work hard every
day to enhance our relationship with our
European allies,” said Maj. Gen. Martin E.
Dempsey, 1st AD commander, just before
the president spoke.

After spending most of the day meeting with German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder,
President Bush, joined by White House Chief of Staff Andrew Card and Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, took time to meet with troops in Wieshaden. “You have made a critical
contribution to the history of libery,” President Bush told a crowd comprised mostly of
1st Armored Division soldiers but also including troops from all branches of the military.

Though this was the second time Bush
visited Lst AD troops, reminding soldiers
that he was the “guy serving turkey” at
2003’s surprise visit to Baghdad on
Thanksgiving Day, he made it clear that
the services made up one team.

Petty Officer Lst Class Zsolt Vecsernyes,
an ordnanceman who was stationed on the
USS Kitty Hawk off of Iraq and Afghani-
stan, said the president hit the nail on the
head.

“Pm impressed how he recognized
every troop who contributed to the fight,”
Vecsernyes said. “I believe everything he
believes in. He has to be one of the best
presidents, coming right behind Reagan.”

Bush noted how each unit made up an
important piece of the overall mission in
Iraq and Afghanistan and how that's
changing the world.

“The sacrifices you have made will

&k He kind of gave me
motivation to go back
downrange again.y?y

Spc. Chen Sheng
Combat engineer,
16th Engineers,
Giessen, Germany

For more coverage

of Bush'’s visit, go to
www.stripes.com

change the world for decades to come. By
fighting terrorists in places like Baghdad
and Karbala and Tikrit, you are making
sure we do not face those enemies at
home. By helping captive peoples gain
their freedom, you have made a critical
contribution to the history of liberty. And
that means the world will be more peace-
ful, and our children and grandchildren
will be more secure,” Bush said, as the
crowd burst into applause.

“Your challenges were unprecedented,
and so was the outcome.”

The president's passionate
served to inspire some soldiers.

“He kind of gave me motivation to go
back downrange again,” said Spc. Chen
Sheng, a combat engineer with the 16th
Engineers out of Giessen, Germany.

Ending his 30-minute speech with the
same gratitude White House Chief of Staff
Andrew Card and Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice began their speeches with,
the presidential party left the troops as the
sounds of the 1st AD band kicked up.

“It can’t get any better than this,” said a
smiling 1st Sgt. Garnett Brown of Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, Di-
vision Support Command. “It’s the boost
that every soldier needs.”

E-mail Jessica Inigo
el malestripes.osd.mil

speech
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Bush: Ties with
Germany key to
Europe relations

Also says visit is ‘important” stop

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

MAINZ, Germany — He called
Germany “a great nation,” charac-
terized the country as beautiful,
and said it was the key to main-
taining good relations with the
rest of Europe.

Sixteen years after his father
paid Mainz a visit, President
Bush came to town Wednesday to
meet with German leaders to dis-
cuss issues and massage egos
strained by the war in Irag. The
trip to Germany, which included
a stop in nearby Wiesbaden to
meet with 1st Armored Division
troops, is part of a five-day swing
through Europe.

“This is an important trip for
me,” Bush said at a news confer-
ence with German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder, “and one of
the most important stops of all is
here in Germany.”

Bush arrived in Germany on

Wednesday morning after spend-
ing the night in Brussels, Bel-
gium, where he met Tuesday
with NATO and European Union
leaders. On Thursday, Bush
meets with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in the Slovak Re-
public.

German authorities, in consulta-
tion with U.S. officials, closed
many roads to allow the presi-
dent’s motorcade to breeze into
this city on the Rhine River.

A recent AP-Ipsos poll showed
overwhelming Germany skepti-
cism of Bush — about four in five
Germans say they don’t agree
with the president’s determina-
tion to promote democracy
around the world.

While thousands of protesters
came to Mainz to demonstrate
against Bush, the president and
his entourage steered clear of the
rallies. One White House journal-
ist traveling with the president
was surprised by the absence of

President Bush pauses Wednesday as he speaks to U.S. troops at Wiesbaden Army Airfield, Germany.

locals in the immediate vicinity.
In the days leading up to Bush’s
visit, German citizens living in
the region were told to avoid
Mainz and Wiesbaden, if possi-
ble. Many area residents skipped
work Wednesday and some
schools closed. Three hours be-
fore Air Force One landed at
Rhein-Main Air Base, several

teenage students called into a Ger-
man radio station to thank the
president for the day off.

At the news conference, Bush
and Schroeder insisted that Iran
not develop nuclear weapons, and
they discussed tactics on how to
coax Tehran into compliance.

“It’s vital that the Iranians hear
the world speak with one voice

Thousands of demonstrators j ]eer U. S policies

BY Russ R1zzo
Stars and Stripes

MAINZ, Germany — Thou-
sands of people who gathered
Wednesday to protest President
Bush as he visited with German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
had a few choice words for the
president.

Under a light snow, protesters
packed a square on Kaiserstrasse
in the heart of the government dis-
trict to object to Bush’s foreign
policy. They carried signs and
made speeches lambasting the ad-
ministration on a wide array of is-
sues, from the Iraq war and pris-
oner treatment at the U.S. deten-
tion facility in Guantanamo Bay,

Cuba, to the U.S. refusal to sign
the Kyoto Protocol on climate
change.

“He thinks he is the leader of
the world and wants to push his in-
terests and his desires on the
whole world,” said Helmut Gross,
49, as he stood holding a rain-
bow-colored flag that read
“Peace.”

Similar flags hung from the
dome of the Christus church on
the square.

Bush’s first visit to Germany
since his re-election gave Gross a
rare chance to make public his ob-
jections to an “illegal war” in
Traq, Gross said. He drove 300
miles from Bad Tolz to attend the
event.

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

Protesters gather Tuesday around a sign that reads “The Axis of Shame
leads through Stuttgart” during a demonstration outside the U.S. Euro-
pean Command headquarters in Stuttgart, Germany.

Activists protest outside of EUCOM’s gate

By CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — About 40 people pro-
tested Tuesday night outside the gate to the U.S. Eu-
ropean Command headquarters, calling for an end
to the “war politics” of the Bush administration.

The demonstrators were kept behind fences and
away from the gate so motorists could drive unim-
peded in and out of Patch Barracks. About 40 Ger-
‘man police officers were on hand to deter violence,
which has occurred in past protests at Patch.

U.S. authorities would not say how many securi-
ty troops it had stationed inside the security gate
and barbed-wire-topped fencing.

“We have enough,” said Art Richard, deputy pro-
vost marshal for the 6th Area Support Group.

The protesters stood in the snow, holdmg slgns
and blowing whistles and

States blew a chance for post-Cold War peace by
employing hawkish policies and tactics.

“It’s our chance now to develop civil policies,”
said Heike Hensel of Tiibingen. “There are a lot of
menaces in the world and a lot of differences, but
[President Bush] has no classic foreign policy: ev-
erything is now ‘security policy.”

Two U.S. military police officers guarding the
gate declined to comment on the protest.

“They [protest] in the U.S. all the time,” said Ri-
chard, who was in Charge of the MPs. “Why should
it bother me here?”

The event was one of several dozen throughout
Germany to coincide with Bush’s visit .

In past protests at Patch, German police clubbed
protesters who crossed over the fences and
dragged away ones who staged sit-ins. But Tues-
day’s 90-minute event remained peaceful. “No vio-
lence, no sit-down,” Richard said. “That’s good.”

who gave speeches contended that the Um!ed

E-mail Charlie Coon at: coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Some Americans who live in
Germany joined the demonstra-
tion, which local police say was or-
ganized by the Berlin-based
Achse des Friedens, which trans-
lates to “Axis of Peace.”

David Carson, a San Antonio na-
tive living in Hanau, told the
crowd he was ashamed to be a
Texan because of what Bush’s
home state has come to represent
in the world.

The crowd reacted with cheers
and whistles to another speaker
who blamed Bush for the deaths
of thousands of innocent people
in Iraq and other countries.

Wearing a white T-shirt with
“Hands off Iran” written in red
letters, Frarh Waziri listened
from the back of the square. Wazi-
ri, an Iranian who lives in Mar-
burg, said she was concerned
with increased military presence
in the Middle East.

that they should not have a nucle-
ar weapon,” Bush said. “Iran
must not have a nuclear weapon,
for the sake of security ... .

The two leaders remain far
apart on how to make Iran give
up any plans to build such an arse-
nal, although both said they
agreed the end result must be a

SEE BUSH ON PAGE 5

PETER JAEGER;/Stars and Stripes.

A protester expresses her
thoughts about President Bush
during a demonstration Wednes-
day in Mainz, Germany.

“Democracy with war is a lie,”
Waziri said.

After the event, protesters filed
out of the square and began a
march around parts of the govern-
ment district not shut off by steel
gates and police in green uni-
forms.

About 7,000 to 10,000 protest-
ers turned out for the event, ac-
cording to German police on the
scene.

E-mail Russ Rizzo
-@mail.estr
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Behind the scenes of a presidential visit

Wiesbaden prepares community for Bush’s arrival

BY BEN MURRAY

Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany —
Note to military families on Euro-
pean bases hosting the president
of the United States: Buy extra
milk.

Stocking up on supplies before
President Bush’s visit was one of
the little things troops at Wies-
baden Army Airfield said they
had to do as security around the
base tightened over the past two
weeks, said Jena Mullican, a mil
tary spouse who lives near the air-
field.

Streets were blocked and some
regular services were shut down
Wednesday in the city, where
rings of security had isolated the
military airfield for 12 hours be-
fore the president arrived.

No crowds of flag-waving ad-
mirers were on hand to greet
him. For security reasons, resi-
dents were asked to restrict their
movements Wednesday. Wies-
baden’s streets were devoid of ev-
eryone but military police and sol-
diers who went about their busi-
ness in golf carts because cars
were banned.

T  SAME DAY ACHVATION
fax us: 06221-7500555 Y
= * ALL SERVICES AND
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. visit: et com = SUPPORT IN ENGLISH

But the strict security couldn’t
contain troops’ excitement as
they waited at the airfield for
Bush and his entourage, includ-
ing the first lady and Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice.

“I'm excited about seeing Con-
doleezza Rice,” said Spe. Katrina
Hunter from the 501st Military In-
telligence Battalion. “She’s my
president. If I could shake her
hand, I'd probably pass out.”

Both Hunter and Mullican said
they hadn’t slept well Tuesday
night in anticipation of seeing the
president.

“T got excited. T couldn’t sleep.
... 'm a housewife,” Mullican
said. “Everybody’s just ecstatic
that the president’s coming. Of all
the places he could pick ... .”

The mood was even enough to
take the edge off of a lonely guard
duty on the base’s central parade
field, said Pfc. Jason Epstein of
the S01st Military Police Compa-
ny. Epstein was standing in the
snow within earshot of a Frank-
furt Galaxy cheerleader troupe
performing a dance routine in a
large tent on the base’s softball
field. But Epstein said he wasn’t
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about missing all
the action.

“It’s a great honor to be out
here pullmg guard duty for the
president,” Epstein said.

BEN MURRAY;Stars and Stripes
Pfc. Jason Epstein of Wieshaden’s 501st Military Police Company
shows the other side of a presidential visit — extra guard duty at points
all around the base. But Epstein had it better than some: members of
the German police were seen on autobahns near the base Wednesday,
performing lonely foot patrols along highways leading into the facility.

Others said they put in extra
hours or were asked to change du-
ties completely to help out at the
event.

Hunter, who normally manag-
es the battalion’s supplies, was
working as a media liaison
Wednesday.

Others were worried about sim-

pler problems than protecting a
president.

“What would you wear to meet
the president?” said Lisa Brown,
a military spouse wearing an
all-black ensemble Wednesday.
“Very conservative clothing —
cover everythmg,” she said.

E-mail Ben Murray
Tanayhama sohpes.osd mil

Bush: Leaders discuss World issues

BUSH, FROM PAGE 4

nuclear arms-free Iran. Schroed-
er played down the differences be-
tween the United States and Eu-

rope.

“We absolutely agree that Iran
must say no to any kind of nucle-
ar weapons,” Schroeder said.
“Iran must not have any nuclear
weapons. They must waive
anyright to the production there-

£

of.

Schroeder wants Bush to more
actively engage in talks led by
Germany, France and Britain
that offer incentives to Tehran,
such as membership in the World
Trade Organization, in return for
dropping its uranium enrichment
program.
“There needs to be movement
on both sides,” Schréder said.

Bush, in contrast, backs the Eu-
ropean diplomacy but frowns on
the idea of rewarding Iran for
breaking the nonproliferation
treaty that prohibits it from mak-
ing nuclear fuel or for sponsoring
terrorist groups in Israel such as
Hezbollah.

“We will work with them to con-
vince the mullahs that they need to
give up their nuclear ambitions,”
Bush said of the Europeans.

But he added: “The reason we're
having these discussions is be-
cause they were caught enriching
uranium after they had signed a
treaty saying they wouldn’t enrich
uranium. ... They're the party that
needs to be held to account, not
any of us.”

Other issues raised during the
news conference ranged from Iraq

'iwu
‘éh@

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

President Bush and German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder pass a
il

ing of the president’s

and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
to NATO reform and the Kyoto Pro-
tocol on climate change, which the
administration rejected during the
president’s first term. The two
countries later released a joint
statement on the environment in
which they pledged greater cooper-
ation in the area of energy efficien-
cy and new technologies.

As he has at other stops on his
European tour, the president
spoke of the need to put past differ-
ences over Iraq behind them and
focus on the future. Bush thanked

rmany for its “vital” contribu-
tions in Iraq. Germany and NATO
allies agreed earlier this week to
help train security forces in Iraq.

Germany 's_contributions “are
not limited,” Bush said. “They are
important.”

ry review Wednesday in the courtyard of the Mainz Schloss at the
it to Germany.

The president seemed especial-
Iy buoyant when he left a 17th-cen-
tury castle with Schroeder earlier
in the day for a review of German
armed forces. Heavy snowflakes
were falling and various German
dignitaries were lined up to greet
the U.S. president.

“Your name please?” Bush said
with a smile as he approached
Joschka Fischer, the German for-
eign minister.

Fischer played along, prompting
Bush to identify himself, too.

“In order for us to have good re-
lations with Europe,” Bush said
later, “we need to have good rela-
tions with Germany.”

The Associated Press contrbuted to this

Eq mall Kevin Dougherty a
Goughartyk@mai sctripes.osd.mil
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Report: VA assets inadequate to help vets

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs does not
have the resources to handle the
expected posttraumatic stress dis-
order cases from Iraq and Afghan-
istan, according to a Government
Accountability Office report.

VA officials quickly dismissed
the findings, noting that so far
they have treated more than
6,400 veterans for those mental
health issues, and more than
244,000 veterans in the agency’s
history.

But health experts said if the re-
port is right, thousands of current
soldiers could find themselves

Officials deny findings on post-traumatic
stress disorder, cite numbers of treated

with no way to deal with serious
emotional and psychological prob-
lems in the near future.

“We have given a lot of atten-
tion to the physical side of recov-
ery, but very little to the emotion-
al fallout these soldiers might
face,” said Dr. Mark Lerner, pres-
ident of the American Academy
of Experts in Traumatic Stress.
“We have to increase awareness,
because this could take months or
years to show up.”

A 2004 study by defense offi-

cials of Army and Marine troops
in Iraq indicated that between 15
percent and 17 percent of those
servicemembers showed signs of
depression, anxiety or PTSD-re-
lated problems.

The GAO report notes that as of
September 2004, officials at six of
seven medical centers surveyed
said they likely could not handle
an increased demand in PTSD
services, and fewer than half of
patients treated last year were
screened for PTSD-related is-
sues.

It also called the agency’s esti-
mation of its PTSD resources
“error-prone and inadequately
supported” and said the depart-
ment doesn’t have the capacity to
handle the current numbers of
veterans with such problems.

VA  spokeswoman  Karen
Fedele said the report ignores cur-
rent data and changes made with-
in the department.

“We welcome any evaluation of
our programs; we ask only that ac-
curacy guide the process,” she
said.

Veterans Affairs officials esti-
mate that about 2,700 retired ser-
vicemembers were treated for
PTSD and related problems in
2004 alone.

New Defense Department
guidelines mandate psychologi-
cal counseling for soldiers imme-
diately before and after deploy-
ment to a combat zone, and a
third counseling session three to
five months after deployment.
These evaluations will be handled
by DOD, however.

Officials said the goal is to bet-
ter identify mental health issues,
some of which can take months or
years to manifest.
E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mi

Camp Casey GI baffled by letters from sixth-graders

Stars and Stripes

A New York City school official,
red-faced over Brooklyn sixth-graders
who slammed a GI with anti-Irag-war let-
ters, said Tuesday they are sending the
20-year-old private a letter of apology.

Deputy Schools Chancellor Carmen Fari-
na plans to personally contact Pfc. Rob Ja-
cobs and his family, a spokeswoman told
the New York Post.

Teacher Alex Kunhardt had his students
write Jacobs as part of a social studies as-
signment.

He declined to comment on whether he
read the rants before passing them along,
but said he planned to contact Jacobs soon
to explain.

In an accompanying letter to Jacobs,
Kunhardt said the students “come from a
variety of backgrounds and political be-
liefs, but unanimously support the bravery

and sacrifice of American soldiers around
the world.”

“Support” was not the word that came to
Jacobs’ mind when he read the letters, the
Post noted.

One girl wrote that she believes Jacobs
is “being forced to kill innocent people”
and challenged him to name an Iraqi ter-
rorist, concluding, “I know I can’t.”

Uplifting letters from children are dear
to soldiers, Jacobs said. He looks at a batch

he got from a Girl Scout troop from his
hometown of Middletown, N.J., whenever
he feels lonely.

Jacobs said he would welcome a letter
from the Department of Education and the
teacher.

“I want to think these letters were
coached by the teacher or the parents of
these children,” Jacobs told the Post from
‘Camp Casey, South Korea. “It boggles my
mind that children could think this stuff.”

There really is no place like home!

Above: Family and friends of sol

try Division soldiers returned to Kitzingen on Tuesday.

iers from the 701st Main Support Battalion and Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, 1st Infantry Division Support Command welcome home soldiers from Iraq on Tuesday
during a reception at Harvey Barracks in Kitzingen, Germany. Right: James Stephens gets a welcome
home kiss from his wife, Faith, and a pat on the head from his daughter, Hope. More than 140 1st Infan-

4
PPHOTOS BY LARRY REILLY/Courtesy of U.S. Amy.

Longtime DODDS teacher dies

Mary Harriette Coughlin, a teacher for 36 years at De-
partment of Defense Dependents Schools in Europe and
Asia, died unexpectedly Tuesday in Adana, Turkey. She
was 61. The cause of death is unknown, according to a
news release from DODDS-Europe.

Coughlin taught at Wiirzburg, Germany, and at Clark
Air Force Base, Philippines, and in Japan from 1968 until
1991. She taught information and media at Mons, Bel-
gium, from 1991 until 1996 and had taught the same sub-
Jjects ever since at Incirlik High School, Turkey.

The school plans to establish a memorial fund to pur-
chase books in her name. For more information, call San-

dra J. DiQuinzio or Susan Ransom at (+90) 322-332-7563
or DSN 314-676-6330.

A funeral is being planned in Savoy, Ill., at Morgan’s Fu-
neral Home. Flowers, cards and donauons for a memorial
fund or favorite charity should be sent to Patricia Miller,
9191 Tarleton Circle, Brooksville, Fla. 34613.

USS Bonhomme Richard halts pirates

The amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard
recently chased away two boatloads of pirates attacking a
group of Kuwaiti fishermen in the northern Persian Gulf.

The San Diego-based Bonhomme Richard received a
bridge-to-bridge radio call from one of the fishing dhows

under attack, and the 44,000-ton warship turned and sped
toward the scene, according to a U.S. Navy Central Com-
mand news release.

When the Bonhomme Richard arrived, the pirates fled
in their two Boston whaler speedboats. “With 44,000 tons
of combat power chasing after them, they got out of there
in a hurry,” said Bonhomme Richard’s commander, Capt.
J. Scott Jones.

‘The Bonhomme Richard recently delivered humanitari-
an supplies to Indonesian tsunami survivors and is current-
ly providing protection for Iraqi oil terminals. The ship
also is a base for maritime-interdiction operations against
vessels suspected of supporting terrorists.

From staff reports
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Fight for leadership shaping up in Iraq

Allawi unveils new coalition to challenge al-Jaafari for prime minister

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Interim
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi said
Wednesday he was forming a
broad coalition to fight for the
post of prime minister after
Traq’s dominant Shiite political
party nominated a conservative
candidate.

The haggling over the new gov-
ernment came against the back-
drop of more violence. A car
bomb killed two people and
wounded 14 in the northern city
of Mosul, and a U.S. soldier was
killed in a separate bomb attack
north of Baghdad, officials said.

Allawi, a secular Shiite, skirted
criticism of Ibrahim al-Jaafari,
who was nominated Tuesday by
the United Iragi Alliance as its
candidate for prime minister.
The decision made al-Jaafari the
overwhelming favorite for the
post.

When asked if he feared that
al-Jaafari’s alliance could impose
Islamic rule, Allawi responded
that he opposed the creation of
any form of Islamic government.

“We are liberal powers and we
believe in a liberal Iraq and not
an Iraq governed by political Is-
lamists,” Allawi said. “But as a
person, he is an honorable man,
fighter and a good brother.”

Allawi would not provide de-
tails of his proposed coalition.

Kurdish parties have also
weighed in with their own de-

Iraqi Interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi greets

mands for top jobs, including the
post of president.

In order to take the premier-
ship, al-Jaafari must build a coali-
tion to gain agreement from
Kurds and others on the presiden-
cy and candidates for Cabinet
posts before seeking the support
of a majority of the National As-
sembly elected Jan. 30.

Al-Jaafari is “a man I can work
with, but to discuss who will be
the prime minister of Iraq, this
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still needs more time,” Kurdish
interim vice president Rowsch
Nouri Shaways told reporters.

Kurdish parties, which won 75
seats in the 275-seat national as-
sembly, want Jalal Talabani, a
secular Sunni Kurd and leader of
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan,
to be Iraq’s next president.

The Shiite Muslim clergy-
backed United Iragi Alliance won
140 seats, while Allawi’s secular
Shiite Iraqi List party won 40
seats. Nine other parties divided
the remaining 20 seats.

According to the interim consti-
tution adopted last year under
the U.S. occupation, parliament
must elect a president and two
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in Baghdad.

majority, or 182 seats. The three
must then unanimously choose a
prime minister subject to assem-
bly approval.

There is no timetable for the as-
sembly to convene, and al-Jaafari
and his alliance must agree with
other elected parties on who will
fill the three posts and the Cabi-
net. Even then, the prime minis-
ter has a month to name his Cabi-
net before the assembly vote.

For al-Jaafari, 58, to succeed,
he’ll have to meet conflicting de.
mands from Kurds, Sunni Arabs
and even Islamic hard-liners
within his alliance. Iraq’s secular
Kurds and many Sunnis worry
that al-Jaafari will try to impose
his Dawa Party’s brand of conser-
vative Islam on the country.

Al-Jaafari told the AP last
week that Islam should be the offi-
cial religion of Iraq “and one of
the main sources for legislation,
along with other sources that do
not harm Muslim sensibilities.”

He skirted his party’s official
position, which explicitly urges
the “Islamization” of Iragi soci-
ety and the state, including the im-
plementation of Tslamic law.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,484
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,126 died
as a result of hostile action, ac-
cording to the Defense Depart-
ment.

The figures include four mili-
tary civilians.

The AP count is eight higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated Tuesday.

e British military has re-
ported 86 deaths. Italy has re-
ported 20 deaths; Ukraine, 18;
Poland, 16; Spain, 11; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia,
Thailand and the Netherlands,
two each. Denmark, El Salva-
dor, Hungary, Latvia and Kaza-
Kkhstan have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,346 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 1,017 deaths resulting
from hostile action, according
to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

W A Marine was killed Mon-
day while conducting opera-
tions in Iraq’s Anbar province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Cpl. John T. Olson,
21, Elk Grove Village, IIL;
killed Monday in Iraq’s Anbar
province; assigned to Head-
quarters Battalion, 2nd Marine
Division, IT Marine Expedition-
ary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

M Marine Cpl. Kevin M. Clar-
ke, 21, Tinley Park, IIL; killed
Saturday in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to 1st Battalion,
7th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Twentynine
Palms, Calif.

British soldiers found
guilty of abusing Iraqis

The Associated Press

OSNABRUECK, Germany —
A military jury convicted two
British servicemen Wednesday
on charges of involvement in
abusing Iraqi civilians.

The panel of seven senior offic-
ers found Lance Cpl. Mark
Cooley, 25, and Cpl. Daniel
Kenyon, 33, guilty after a trial at
a British base in Germany.

A third defendant, also from
the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers,
had already pleaded guilty. He
awaits sentencing, set for Friday,
along with Kenyon and Cooley.

Kenyon was convicted of aid-
ing and abetting the abuse and
failing to report it, and faces up to
two years in prison.

Cooley was convicted of simu-
lating punching a detainee, an ac-
tion that was shown in a photo-
graph, and of tying up a detainee
and hoisting him on a fork lift. He
also faces up to two years.

Both men stared straight ahead
as the verdict was read by the
jury foreman, Brigadier John De-
verell.

The charges relate to the abuse
of Iraqi civilians suspected of loot-
ing a humanitarian aid ware-
house outside Basra in May 2003.

The third defendant, Lance
Cpl. Darren Larkin, 30, already
has pleaded guilty to one count of
battery, acknowledging he was
the man shown in a photo stand-
ing with both feet on a tied-up
Iraqi lying on the ground.
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AP/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Capt. Jim Gruber, left, of the 76th Infantry Brigade deployed to Afghani-
stan examines Qudratullah Gul during a routine humanitarian visit to a
refugee camp at Pol-e-Charkhi near Kabul. Gruber was the first Army
doctor to diagnose Qudratullah with a congenital heart disease that

would have ultimately taken his life. The boy i
jon at Riley Hospital in Indianapolis in early

ment for his heart con

March. Below: Qudratullah gives a small smile for the camera.

U.S. military to fly
Afghan infant for
live-saving surgery

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A
14-month-old Afghan boy with a
serious heart defect began a po-
tentially lifesaving journey to the
United States on Wednesday for
surgery at an Indiana hospltal

he U.S. military is flying
Qudralu].lah his lmpnvenshed fa-
ther and a translator to
1is for treatment unavailable in Af-
ghanistan.

Medics from the Indiana Na-
tional Guard discovered the boy
in September in a camp for re-
turning refugees in the Afghan
capital, Kabul, and diagnosed
him with a congenital heart condi-
tion called tetralogy of fallot, or
TOF.

U.S. soldiers collected the boy
and his father e muddy
camp on Wednesday and brought
him to a nearby American base
for a check-up. He was to travel
to Bagram Air Field, north of the
city, on Wednesday afternoon for
a ﬂlght to Indianapolis via Germa-

e are very excited that they
are taking our child for treatment
without charge,” said father
Hakim Gul, smiling in front of his
family’s tent as more than a
neighbors waited to see them off.

Dozens of men pressed for-
ward to shake Gul’s hand after he
brought the pale-looking child to
a sports-utility vehicle and urged
him to keep them informed of
Qudratullah’s progress.

Volunteer surgeons are to per-
form the open-heart operation at
Riley Children’s Hospital in India-
napolis, which has offered to fund
the $50,000 surgery through dona-
tions, military officials said. The
Rotary Club organization is cover-
ing other costs.

Like many thousands of Af-
ghans, the boy’s parents returned

to Kabul from Pakistan after the
fall of the Taliban in 2001 but

have found shelter only in squalid
camps or bombed-out buildings
left over from the country’s long

Gul a 3l-year-old native of
Kunduz said he had brought his
wife and only child back six
months ago from the Pakistani
city of Peshawar, where doctors
diagnosed the problem but said
the treatment was expensive.

The boy’s faulty heart reduces
the flow of blood to the lungs and
restricts the supply of oxygen to
the rest of the body. It causes
stunted growth and loss of brain
function and eventually becomes
fatal without correction.

The three Afghans are to stay
at The Ronald McDonald House
on the campus of Indiana Univer-
sity-Purdue University.

Capt. Mike Roscoe, a medic at
Camp Phoenix, which houses
U.S. soldiers training Afghani-
stan’s army, said the surgery was
risky but was Qudratullah’s only

0pe.

“He does have a good chance of
living a normal lifespan, which is
something that is not even a re-
mote poss:blllty without the sur-
gery,” Roscoe said.

an in uniform falsely tells
rmy wife her hushand died

BY RUSS BYNUM
The Associated Press

SAVANNAH, Ga. — Military
police are investigating a cruel
hoax in which a man wearing a
U.S. Army dress uniform falsely
told the wife of a soldier that her
husband had been killed in Iraq.

Investigators are trying to de-
termine why the man delivered
the false death notice and wheth-
er he was a soldier or a civilian
wearing a military uniform.

“We’re taking it extremely seri-
ously. Whatever motivation was
behind it, it was a sick thing to
do,” said Fort Stewart spokesman
Lt. Col. Robert Whetstone.

Last month, 19,000 soldiers
from the Fort Stewart-based 3rd
Infantry Division deployed for
their second tour of duty in Iraq.

At least eight division soldiers
have been killed since then.

Fort Stewart officials would not
identify the Army wife who re-
ported to military police that a
man posing as a casualty assis-
tance officer came to her door
Feb. 10.

“Right off the bat, she noticed
some things were not right,”
Whetstone said. “The individual’s
uniform wasn’t correct — there
were no markings or name tags.
Plus, the person was alone, and
she knew one person does not
make [death] notifications.”

Whetstone said no similar hoax-
es have been reported.

What to watch for

The Army has guidelines for
casualty notification officers to
follow when informing family
members about the death of a
loved one:

M The notification officers
must be of a rank equal to or
higher than the soldier killed.

W They will inform the next of
Kkin in person in full dress uni-
form. Death notices are never
given over the phone.

M They must identify them-
selves by name, rank, unit and
home base upon meeting the
next of kin.

M They must not physically
touch the next of kin, unless
there is shock or fainting.

W Officers are told not to ex-
tend “overly sympathetic ges-
tures” or “gory or embarrassing
details.”

M Issues of benefits, pay, in-
vestigations into the "death or
mortuary affairs are not to be
discussed.

W Officers are required to con-
firm the next of kin’s telephone
number and address, so informa-
tion on benefits and letters of
condolence can be sent to the
correct location.

M The Army also requires a
casualty assistance officer to
contact the next of kin within 24
hours of the notification offic-
er’s visit.

Source: U.S. Army
Personnel Command

‘When the 3rd ID first deployed
to Iraq for the 2003 invasion,
some Fort Stewart families report-
ed receiving phone calls from
pranksters saying their soldiers
had been killed.

This time around, troops and
their spouses got predeployment
briefings that included detailed
explanations of how death notices
work.

Fort Stewart spouses have been
spreading news of the latest hoax,
said Army wife Michelle Dom-
browski, who received an e-mail
more than a week ago reporting
the incident.

“I can’t believe that someone

would do that,” said Dombrowski,
whose husband, Staff Sgt. Joe
Dombrowski, is deployed with
the 3rd Infantry. “I know the pro-
tocol, though.”

Military police described the
suspected hoaxer as being 6-feet,
1-inch tall and about 180 pounds
with black or brown hair and a
pale complexion. He was report-
ed to be driving a blue or green
pickup truck with chrome
wheels, oversized tires and a
Georgia license plate.

Two soldiers, including a chap-
lain, in dress uniform always ar-
rive to tell the family in person.
The Army never makes notifica-
tions over the telephone.
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IN THE STATES

As rain falls,
damage rises
in California

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Still more rain soaked Southern
California on Wednesday, giving Los Angeles its wet-
test year in more than a century, after collapsing hill-
sides crushed homes, 0ozing mud blocked highways
and a surging river carried away part of an airport.

The deaths of nine people had been blamed on the
series of storms that started last week, including one
‘man who was killed by a falling eucalyptus tree and
a teenage g)rl crushed by rocks that crashed into
her bedro

While more rain fell overnight, the region was
due for a break as the wet weather was moving east-
ward, the National Weather Service said. To the
east, two days or more of rain was forecast in al-
ready wet Arizona.

The average yearly rainfall in downtown Los An-
geles is about 15 inches, but the total just since last
Thursday reached 9. 14 inches as of Wednesday
morning

The c:ty s amount in the nearly eight months
since July 1, when California begins its yearly rain-
fall measurements, reached 34.36 inches — more
than the annual average for Seattle. That’s also the
city’s third wettest year on record and within easy
sight of the No. 2 year, 1889-90, when 34.84 inches of
rain fell. The record for the entire year is 38.18 inch-
es, set in 1883-84.

All that rain translated to as much as 10 feet of
snow atop Mount Baldy, elevation 8,600 feet, in the
San Bernardino Mountains northeast of Los Ange-

es.

A stretch of about 2 miles of the Pacific Coast
Highway leading into Malibu remained closed
Wednesday because of mudslides and a huge boul-

‘SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE/AP

Cristina Resendez, left, and friend Arunulfo Gesen-
cio watch Tuesday as Lake Hodges in Escondido,
Calif., overflows its dam.

der that threatened to roll onto the highway. Dozens
of other roads in the region also were closed.

Storms have caused $52.5 million in damage to
Los Angeles County roads and facilities since the be-
ginning of this year. The county has spent $9 million
on repairs, including $500,000 since the weekend, of-
ficials said.

Authorities said dozens of homes were

Friend: Charges against
man for Bush plot don’t fit

BY MATTHEW BARAKAT
The Associated Press

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Family
and friends who packed a Virgin-
ia courtroom to support Ahmed
Omar Abu Ali laughed out loud
when prosecutors alleged that he
had plotted to assassinate Presi-
dent Bush.

Abu Ali, 23, a U.S. citizen who
grew up in Falls Church, was
charged Tuesday with conspiring
with al-Qaida to kill the president
in a plan that prosecutors said
was hatched while the man stud-
ied in Saudi Arabia in 2002 and

03.

Those who know Abu Ali said
the accusation simply does not
jibe with the mild-mannered boy
they knew through his active role
in northern Virginia’s Muslim
communif

“Three words describe him:
calm, quiet peaceful,” said Jamal
Abdulmoty, who knows the Abu
Ali family. “He was very wise,
very mature for his age. ... We can-
not imagine” that he would be in-
volved in an assassination plot.

Abu Ali had been detained for
nearly two years by the Saudi Ara-
bian government. His family
sued the U.S. government shortly
after his arrest there, claiming
the Saudis were essentially hold-

ing him at the U.S. government’s
request.

He was returned to the United
States and made an initial appear-
ance in U.S. District Court shortly
after his arrival Tuesday at
Dulles International Airport. He
did not enter a plea, but his law-
yer said he would plead innocent.

Despite_the serious charges
Abu Al faces, his family said
Tuesday it was a victory just to
have him back in the United
States.

“As long as Ahmed has his day
in court, I know he will be inno-
cent,” said his mother, Faten Abu
Al

His father, Omar Abu Al said
Ahmed was born in Houston and
raised in northern Virginia, just a
few miles from the nation’s capi-
tal. He attended the Islamic Saudi
Academy and graduated as class
valedictorian.

The private school’s teachings
have come under scrutiny since
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Feder-
al court documents in a case
against another academy gradu-
ate suspected of terrorism indi-
cate that student discussions fol-
lowing Sept. 11 took an anti-Amer-
ican bent and that some students
considered the attacks legitimate
“payback” for American mistreat-
ment of the Muslim world.

or red-tagged — marked as uninhabitable — be-
cause they threatened to collapse from sliding hill-
sides. Others already had collapsed or lost backyard
patios and swimming pools.

Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn has asked Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger to urge President Bush to
issue a federal disaster declaration for the city.

AFCU ONLINE

IN A HOUSE

Euro AFCU: (0049) 611-9787-530 «

10800 by the National Ereebit Urnbon Aderh

Vo S i vl Wi

Wirh A Mouse

YOU WILL LIKE IT ANYTIME, ANYWHERE, ANYPLACE.

Banker's hours not worl

transactions to personal financial management software. AFCU Online Bill

Payment, hngwhn. Teansfer funds from your desk. Check savings and checking
account balances, stop paymient on checks, and set up account CUAlerts at the kitchen
table. Apply for a VISA® Check Card from the den. AFCU' online convenient fee-frec

services are socure, quick, and casy. fogplace!

DSN: 337-6581

UL, Qovriwrens Agiscy

Ar ADESK  WHLE You REST

ng for you? AFCU Online® makes banking convenient.
Antime. With AFCU's Online Bill Payment, receive e-bills when they are due for
payment, pay all U.S. Creditors onling, and even download your AFCU Online

Man admits to killings

FORT WORTH, Texas — Court
records show Stephen Dale Bar-
bee admitted to arguing with his
pregnant girlfriend, Lisa Under-
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wood, over leaving his wife. Bar-
bee allegedly said he suffocated
Underwood, then suffocated her
7-year-old son, Jaden, after he in-
terrupted the attack. Court pa-
pers said Barbee was the father
of Underwood’s fetus.

Barbee told_investigators he
put the bodies in the back of Un-
derwood’s SUV and drove to Den-
ton County and dug a shallow
grave, according to the affidavit.

Authorities found two bodies
matching the description hours
after arresting Barbee in connec-
tion with their disappearance Sat-
urday.

Underwood and Barbee met
about two years ago at the bagel
store but split up last fall because
Barbee had another girlfriend,
said Debbie Lindley, a neighbor
of Underwood’s.
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Effort to identify Sept. 11 victims ends

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The medical ex-
aminer’s office has largely ended
its effort to identify the remains of
those killed at the World Trade
Center site on Sept. 11, 2001, leav-
ing more than a thousand victims
unidentified.

“We've finished making identifi-
cations for the World Trade Cen-
ter,” Robert Shaler, director of fo-

rensic biology at the medical ex-
aminer’s office, told the New York
Daily News in a story published
Wednesday.

The forensic effort failed to iden-
tify any remains of more than
1,100 victims, or almost half of the
2,749 who died there.

Since the attacks 3% years ago,
the medical examiner’s office iden-
tified nearly 1,600 victims, al-
though progress had slowed con-

siderably in recent months. Since
September, only eight victims
have been identified. A few incon-
clusive tests are still pending that
could yield a couple of more identi-
fications, Shaler told the newspa-
per.
The city has about 10,000 uni-
dentified bone and tissue frag-
ments that cannot be matched to
the list of the dead.

Shaler has said that the DNA ef-

fort could be reopened if new sci-
entific processes were developed.

“If three years from now some-
body comes up with something ...
that really looks like it's going to
work, then we're going to be
poised to go after it,” he told The
Associated Press in 2003.

Some identifications were made
quickly in the weeks after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attack. To identify
smaller remains, the medical ex-

aminer had to rely on DNA match-
ing, drawing results from shreds
of bone and tissue. But tests were
often not possible because the
DNA was too damaged by heat, hu-
midity and the passage of time.

In most cases, victims whose re-
mains were not identified have
been legally declared dead by the
court anyway, based on documen-
tation that they were at the trade
center or on the hijacked air-
planes.

Professor’s speech
stirs pot in Hawaii

Talk by man who likened some Sept. 11
vietims to Nazis protested, but protected

BY JEANNETTE J. LEE
The Associated Press

HONOLULU — A University of
Colorado professor criticized for
his comments likening some Sept.
11 victims to Nazis defended his po-
sition, saying the attack on the
World Trade Center was inevita-
international and

“One does not advocate the vol-
cano,” said Ward Churchill. “It re-
quires no advocacy from mere mor-
tals. One points to the volcano and
attempts to make sense of it.”

Churchill spoke of U.S. atroci-
ties in Japan, the Philippines and
in the United States against Native

Hawaiians and American Indians.

About 200 people, barred from
entering the University of Hawaii
auditorium packed with a mostly
supportive crowd of more than
400, listened to Churchill speak on
an audio feed set up outside.

It was Churchill’s first universi-
ty speaking engagement outside
Colorado since his essay compar-
ing victims of the World Trade Cen-
ter attacks to Nazis was discovered
on a Web site late last month.

Churchill wrote that some “tech-
nocrats” killed in the World Trade
Center were like Adolf Eichmann,
a Nazi official who orchestrated
the extermination of 6 million Eu-
ropean Jews in the Holocaust.

Study: Postal workers
say anthrax aftermath
like syphilis experiment

BY LARA JAKES JORDAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Employees
at a U.S. postal facility that pro-
cessed anthrax-laced letters told
researchers they failed to get ade-
quate information during the 2001
attacks, several comparing them-
selves to blacks who were denied
treatment during the govern-
‘ment’s notorious Tuskegee experi-
ments.

A Rand Corp. study released
Tuesday found public health offi-
cials gave “very little useful infor-
mation” to employees at the Brent-
wood postal facility in Washington
and to U.S. Senate staff members
who might have been exposed to
anthrax spores.

Senate staffers reported they got
reliable information from Capitol
physicians, but at least some Brent-
wood workers said they believed
government officials were more in-
terested in observing the effects of
the anthrax exposure than in treat-

g them.
“I made it plain that I thought it
was a cover-up,” said one un-
named Brentwood employee who
participated in the Rand study.

“Because the government’s
done it before. They did it with
syphilis.”

Government researchers with-
held syphilis treatment from 399
black study participants in the
Tuskegee, Ala., experiments of the
1930s, and there were 128 related
deaths.

Two Brentwood employees died
of anthrax exposure after the post-
al facility processed a letter con-
taining anthrax spores on Oct. 12,
2001, that was mailed to former
Senate Democratic Leader Tom
Daschle. Two more were treated
for inhaled anthrax, and an estimat-
ed 2,740 others were prescribed an-
tibiotics.

Senate staffers were tested and
treated beginning on Oct. 15, the
day the Daschle letter was opened.
The Brentwood employees were
not screened or treated until Oct.
21, after co-workers tested positive
for anthrax, the report found.

U.S. Postal Service spokesman
Gerry McKiernan said the agency
itself was not aware of anthrax ex-
posure at the Brentwood facility
until Oct. 21.
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Churchill reiterated his conten-
tion that people who function in in-
vestment and brokerage trading
further economic policies in Third
World countries that lead to mass
misery and death.

Corinne Kamiya of Honolulu
said Churchill left her inspired.

“T'was impressed with his unwill-
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Strellers
ID card

1a little
mann?99|

ingness to give an inch to the other
side,” said Kamiya, 23. “I was very
inspired when he talked about how
the Christian right should support
him because they also believe in
“do unto others as you would have
them do unto you."”

Kimberly Craven, a spokeswom-
an for the Hawaii College Republi-
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Protesters of
visiting University of
Colorado professor
Ward Churchill
gather before his
public lecture, titled
“Speaking Truth to
Power: Academic

campus in Honolulu
on Tuesday.

cl

hill has been
ized for his
comments likening
some Sept. 11
victims to Nazis.

AP

cans, a 12-member club that
formed last week, said she was out-
raged that the university was wel-
coming Churchill.

“It’s not a matter of free speech,
it’s a matter of common sense,” the
'UH senior said. “We're in a war on
terror and you shouldn’t bring a
supporter of terrorists here.”
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Report: Ad campaign helped cut youth smoking rates

BY HILARY ROXE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A nation-
wide ad campaign funded largely
by the tobacco industry has
helped cut youth smoking rates, a
study by a health journal esti-
mates. But anti-smoking advo-
cates say money for such cam-
paigns is drying up.

The American Legacy Founda-
tion’s “truth” campaign prevent-
ed about 300,000 youths from be-
coming smokers between 2000
and 2002, according to a study to
be released Wednesday in the
March edition of the American
Journal of Public Health.

That’s about 22 percent of the
total decline in youth smoking
over the period, the study found.

But the foundation, which oper-
ates an independent nationwide
campaign against youth smoking,
is running low on money at the
same time state legislatures cut
into the amount they spend on

the $206 billion settlement
reached with 46 states in 1998.
But the agreement allowed com-
panies to stop paying after five
years if their market share was
below 99 percent.

With small

g

Tobacco companies agreed to
pay into a fund that contributes to
the “truth” campaign as part of

CI
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gain-
ing a foothold in the market, to-
bacco giants have likely already
made their last payment, founda-
tion president Cheryl Healton
said.

The public health journal study
looked at surveys of eighth-, 10th-
and 12th-graders conducted annu-
ally between 1997 and 2002, mea-

sured their exposure to the cam-
paign and accounted for factors
like race, gender and income to
determine the effect of the ads,
which often feature teens public-
ly questioning tobacco compa-
nies.

The surveys showed 28 percent
of teens smoked in 1997, and just
18 percent did in 2002, and the
study credits the campaign with
22 percent of that drop. Research-
ers found the prevalence of teen
smoking was falling before the
campaign began, but the rate at
which it fell increased dramatical-
ly after “truth” ads began.

Survey: Parents mellow about teen drug use

NEW YORK — Today’s parents in the United States, who were
more likely to have used drugs than in previous generations, see
less risk in drug experimentation and are less likely to speak with
their children about it, according to a survey released Tuesday.

The study of parental attitudes toward teen drug use, conducted
by The Partnership for a Drug- Free America, found that barely half
of the parents would be upset if their children experimented with
marijuana.While most parents no longer use drugs, they still carry
attitudes fostered during their teen years, researchers found.

NIH ethics investigation clears researchers

‘WASHINGTON — National Institutes of Health investigators have
cleared up to 80 percent of its researchers suspected of secret deals
with and officials say.

NIH officials found errors by government mvesngaturs had led tu
as many as 80 of an 100
plicated in a federal probe of consulting zrrangemenls The Wash-
ington Post reported in Wednesday’s editions.

From The Associated Press
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Two girls on Wednesday walk
through their home, which was
destroyed during Tuesday’s earth-
quake in Iran.

Iran deaths rise to at least 500

BY NASSER KARIMI
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Iran — Rescue
teams using dogs and heavy ma-
chinery pulled more bodies from
the ruins of flattened villages in
central Iran on Wednesday, and
officials raised the death toll from
a powerful earthquake to at least
500. The count was expected to
rise even higher.

A 14-year-old girl was pulled
out of the rubble alive and imme-
diately asked if her family sur-
vived.

Teams were hampered by bad
weather and the mountainous ter-
rain, working in a cold, heavy
rain after a night during which
temperatures dropped below
freezing.

Serbia rejects plan
by Montenegro to
split nation in two

BY DUSAN STOJANOVIC
The Associated Press

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montene-
gro — Serbia’s prime minister
and other top officials on Wednes-
day flatly rejected Montenegro’s
proposal for a final split of their
joint state.

Montenegro’s president and
prime minister on Tuesday pro-
posed the peaceful disintegration
of Serbia-Montenegro, suggesting
that the two former Yugoslav re-
publics recognize each other as
sovereign states.

If accepted by Belgrade, the
deal would abolish what little has
remained of the Serbia-Montene-
gro union, established in 2003
under European Union auspices
as a successor state to the already
reduced version of the former Yu-
goslavia.

“The proposal that you have
sent to me represents a serious
breach of the Belgrade accord”
that was signed in 2003 between
the two Balkan republics, Serbian
Prime Minister Vojislav Kostuni-
casaid in a letter sent to Montene-
grin President Filip Vujanovic
and Prime Minister Milo Dju-
kanovic.

“I remain committed to what
we have signed,” Kostunica said.

Once part of the six-republic
Yugoslav federation, much larger
Serbia and tiny Montenegro
stayed together when four other
republics seceded in the early
1990s. Relations between the two
deteriorated over the years, espe-
cially during the autocratic rule
of former Yugoslav President Slo-
bodan Milosevic.

Serbia’s officials, including Kos-
tunica, have sought to retain the
union with Montenegro, despite
growing  pro-separation  senti-
ment in Serbia.

The Montenegrin officials pro-
posing the split complained in
their letter Tuesday that “the cur-
rent union is dysfunctional, its in-
stitutions are slow and ineffi-
cient.”

The document, sent to Serbia’s
leadership for consideration, said
Montenegro’s proposal “would re-
solve the current shortcomings
and ensure lasting, stable and

quality cooperation.”
Serbia and Montenegro have
broad autonomy under the

EU-brokered deal, sharing only a
limited central administration in
charge of foreign and defense af-
fairs.

A said.

thorities, and

Italians arrest Algerian terror suspect

ROME — Italian police arrested an Algerian man at Milan’s interna-
tional airport Wednesday on terrorism charges stemming from an ar-
rest warrant issued by Algerian authorities, police said.

The Italian news agency ANSA identified the suspect as Remli
Nadir, 47. Nadir, arrested upon arrival at Milan’s Malpensa airport,
was trave]mg with a British passport and was accompanied by a minor,

On Monday, the trial of five men charged with belonging to a cell
that recruited militants to fight in Iraq and had links to terrorist
group Ansar al-Islam opened in Milan.

The key suspect, Algerian Abderrazak Mahdjoub, was arrested in
Hamburg, Germany, in November 2003 at the request of Italian au-
ited to Italy in March.

From The Associated Press

Mohammad Javad Fadaei, dep-
uty governor of Kerman prov-
ince, said more bodies had been
discovered. “The death toll is now
500, and there’s a posslblllty that
the figure will increase,” he said.
At least 900 people were injured.

Many survivors huddled in
tents, trying to escape the chill,
after the magnitude 6.4 struck
early Tuesday, damaging some
40 villages with a combined popu-
lation of 30,000 people and leav-
ing many homeless. Rescue work-

ers were still digging out survi-
vors and bodies in the three most
isolated villages.

Search efforts also continued in
Sarbagh and Dahoueieh, which
rescue workers had the most diffi-
culty reaching in the hours after
the quake hit. In Dahoueieh,
every building except a mosque
with a golden dome had col-
lapsed. At least 80 percent of the
buildings in Sarbagh were lev-
eled.

Tran’s supreme leader Ayatol-

lah Ali Khamenei expressed his
“deep grief and sorrow” over the
deaths and offered his condolenc-
es to the victims’ families, urging
rescue workers to speed up their
efforts.

President Bush also expressed
his condolences. “The United
States stands ready to assist the
people of Iran in responding to
this tragedy, and we will be in con-
tact with the government of Iran
to offer concrete help,” a written
statement from the White House
said.
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Bush demands Syria pull troops from Lebanon

BY ZEINA KARAM

The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Lebanon’s pro-Syr-
ian government signaled its willingness to
step down Wednesday in an attempt to con-
tain growing anger at Damascus over the
assassination of a top politician. President
Bush turned up the heat on Syria, demand-
ing a total withdrawal from Lebanon.

‘With the international pressure on Dam-
ascus piling up, U.S. ally Egypt stepped in
to mediate. President Hosni Mubarak sent
his intelligence chief to Syria and said he
expected Damascus to redeploy troops in
Lebanon. But he did not mention a full with-
drawal of Syria’s 15,000-strong military

garrison as demanded by Washington,
Paris and the United Nations.

Prime Minister Omar Karami made the
conditional offer to step down in a newspa-
perinterview. “I am ready to resign on con-
dition that we agree on a new government
in order to avoid falling into a constitution-
al vacuum,” he told the daily An-Nahar.

Karami said he will seek a vote of confi-
dence in Parliament on Monday, when law-
makers convene to discuss former Prime
Minister Rafik Hariri's in a

dented hostility toward Syria and its Leba-
nese allies over Hariri’s slaying. The politi-
cal powers here and in Syria — the main
power broker in Lebanon — may see
Karami’s departure as a way to defuse the
tensions.

Bush ratcheted up the pressure Wednes-
day, renewing demands that Syrian pull
out its forces and adding that “secret ser-
vices” also must go.

The opposition wants an end to the Syn

network’s

three more years despite UN. Security
Council demands not to do so.

Bush and French President Jacques
Chirac on Tuesday jointly demanded the
withdrawal of Syrian troops and endorsed
aU.N. investigation into the assassination.

“The charge is out there for the Syrian
government to hear loud and clear,” Bush
said Wednesday, speaking in Germanv
“We will see how they respond before
there is any further discussions about
going back to the Umted Nanons" to seek a

Feb. 14 bombing on a Beirut street that
also killed 16 others. The debate was re-
quested by opposition legislators.

The government holds a majority in par-
liament but might lose it amid the unprece-

Tebanese pnlmcs particularly ahead of legr
islative elections in April and May. The Syr-
ian influence was seen as instrumental in
pressuring Parliament and Hariri into ac-
cepting the extension of Lahoud’s term by

President Emile Lahoud Syria’s top ally
in Lebanon, took a tougher line than
Karami, tellmg the Sada el-Balad newspa-
per Wednesday that the government can-
not succumb to opposition demands.
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Winter wonderland blankets Parls

Snow covers the Champ de Mars under the Eiffel Tower in Paris, after
snow blanketed the French capital Wednesday, creating huge traffic
jams and delaying flights at airports. The Invalides military hospital is

visible in background. Meanwhile, Madrid — a

ity rarely associated

with snow — woke up under a blanket of white Wednesday, as up to 4
inches of snow fell. The snowfall in Spain’s capital caused traffic jams
on roads leading into the city center and held up commuter trains,

delayed by snow on the tracks.

A ‘royal bombshell’

Queen won’t attend Charles’ nuptials

The Associated Press

LONDON — Queen Elizabeth
Ils decision to stay away from
the wedding of her son and heir
isn’t a snub to Prince Charles or
his longtime love, the royal family
insisted Wednesday.

But “royal watchers” and the
British media, already amazed at
signs of poor organization sur-
rounding the marriage that is just
over six weeks away, remained
unconvinced.

“Royal bombshell” was how
the popular daily, The Sun, de-
scribed the announcement that
the monarch will not attend the
civil marriage ceremony of
Prince Charles and fellow divor-
cee Camilla Parker Bowles on
April 8. “Queen snubs the wed-
ding,” wrote the Daily Mail.

Buckingham Palace and
Charles’ office denied that was
the case, and pointed out that the
queen would attend a church
blessing after the marriage.

A Buckingham Palace spokes-
woman said the monarch was

missing the marriage “because
she is aware that the prince and
Parker Bowles wanted to keep
the occasion low-key.” She said
the queen would attend the bless-
ing at St. George’s Chapel in
Windsor Castle following the civil
ceremony at the Guildhall, Wind-
sor’s town hall.

“Clearly, if the queen were to at-
tend the civil ceremony, the occa-
sion would no longer be, by defini-
tion, low-key,” the spokeswoman
said Tuesday, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymlty She insisted
the queen s decision was “not a
snub.”

Prince Charles, 56, and his fian-
cee, 57, are marrying in a civil cer-
emony because the Church of En-
gland — of which Charles will be-
come supreme governor when he
takes the throne — traditionally
frowns on church marriages for
divorcees whose spouses are still
alive.

Charles and Diana divorced in
1996. She died in a car accident
the next year. Parker Bowles is di-
vorced and her ex-husband is still
alive.
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Clinton to give
AIDS drugs to
Chinese children

Nation struggling to control disease

The Associated Press

BELJING — Former U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton signed an agree-
ment Wednesday with China to
provide a year’s supply of AIDS
drugs to 200 children to help
Beijing battle the disease.

The program is part of a
three-year, $10 million deal
struck last year between the Clin-
ton Foundation and China’s
Health Ministry.

The Chinese government says
an estimated 840,000 people have
been infected with the AIDS
virus in the nation. The U.N.
AIDS agency says the number of
infections could rise tenfold to 10
‘million by 2010 if urgent action is
not taken.

“We have a real chance to keep
this epidemic from spiraling out
of control,” Clinton said during
the signing ceremony, held at the
Health Ministry shortly after his
arrival.

No details were released about
the pediatric drug program.

Clinton said he has taken “per-
sonal pleasure” in helping China
tackle the spread of AIDS and
was impressed at the country’s re-
sponse. “I hope China’s actions
will encourage other countries
[suffering from AIDS] to do as
much,” he said.

Tens of thousands of people in
central Henan province were in-
fected in the 1990s because of an
unsanitary blood-buying indus-
try. In some villages nearly every
family has a member with the
virus, giving parts of the province
some of the world’s highest rates
of AIDS infection.

Beijing has become increasing-
ly open about its AIDS epidemic
after years of denial, promising to
provide free testing and counsel-
ing for those who seek it and free
anti-retroviral treatment for the
poor.

During the Lunar New Year

3

Former U.S. President Bill Clinton, left, shakes hands with Gao Qiang,
China’s executive deputy health minister, after the Clinton Foundation
agreed to provide a year's supply of AIDS drugs to 200 children to help

China’s battle against the disease.

this month, Premier Wen Jiabao
visited AIDS patients and called
for better prevention measures.
The move not only showed the
government’s efforts to reduce
the stigma of the disease, but also
highlighted its concern about con-
trolling its spread.

Since leaving office, Clinton
has been using his celebrity sta-

tus to get HIV therapies to needy
countries through his Little Rock,
Arkansas-based foundation.

He has brokered deals with sev-
eral major pharmaceutical com-
panies to supply AIDS drugs at
discounted prices to the Third
‘World and has sent policy experts
to help countries fight the dis-
ease.

Bavaria doesn’t want ‘Mein Kamp{f” in Poland

The Associated Press

BERLIN — A German state that holds the
rights to Adolf Hitler’s book “Mein Kampf”
said Tuesday it was seeking legal action to pre-

vent the book
being published in Po-

lan &k Bavaria applies [Hitler estate] rights very restrictively

The book, which de-
tails the Nazi dictator’s
anti-Semitic views and
other beliefs, is due to
go on sale in a few

days. Polish publisher XXL said it wants to
make a historical record available, but it also
cites “a 1,000-year-old worry” among Poles
about “the German dream of vast fertile lands

and natural resources in the east.”

Authorities in the state of Bavaria, which
the victorious World War II allies designated
as the guardian of Hitler’s estate, issued a

statement Tuesday notmg that they hold the

rights to “Mein Kampf.

“Bavaria applies those rights very restric-
tively to prevent the spread of Nazi ideology,”
state Finance Minister Kurt Faltlhauser said.

at a time of renewed tension over threats by

some Germans to sue for the return of ances-

to prevent the spread of Nazi ideology. ¥

Bavaria Finance Mi

Bavaria has asked Germany’s Foreign Min-
istry to instruct its diplomats in Poland to seek
a court injunction against the book, he said.

“Mein Kampf,” or “My Struggle,”
from public sale in Germany, although it is
available for historical research in libraries.

In Poland, XXL has printed an initial run of
2,000 copies. The planned publication comes

is banned

expert.

ster Kurt Faltlhauser

tral property they lost in Poland at the end of
World War I1. Those claims are not supported
by the German government.

Nazi Germany start-
ed the war by invading
Poland in 1939, subject-
ed the country to a bru-
tal occupation that cost
millions of lives and set
up death camps in Po-
land as part of the Holo-

caust, in which 6 million European Jews died.

The book was banned in Poland during the
decades of communist rule that ended in
1989. The new edition is unlikely to raise legal
problems because its foreword puts it in a his-
torical context, said Zbigniew Holda, a legal

BY ELAINE KURTENBACH
The Associated Press

SHANGHAI, China — Zhu
Qiaomei, China’s oldest surviv-
ing sex slave from World War II
who had fought for compensa-
tion from the Japanese govern-
ment, has died at age 94, state
media reported Wednesday.

Zhu was among seven women
on Shanghai’s Chongming Is-
land, in the Yangtze River,
known to have been forced to
work as prostitutes for Japanese
soldiers during the war. Her or-
deal, which lasted more than two

years, began when she was three
months pregnant.

She died Sunday, the state-run
newspaper Shanghai Daily re-
ported. “Her only wish was to
get justice,” it quoted her son,
Zhou Xin, as saying.

Local lawyers have been help-
ing Zhu and some other former
sex slaves, all in their 80s and
90s, to obtain notarized docu-
ments to be used as evidence
when demanding compensation
for their wartime experiences,
the report said.

Historians estimate 200,000
women, mostly from Korea and

China’s oldest World War II sex slave dies at age 94

the Philippines but also from
China, Indonesia and the Nether-
lands, were pressed into war-
time prostitution for millions of
Japanese  soldiers  stationed
throughout Asia.

Zhu was among a group of
former sex slaves who filed a
class-action lawsuit against the
Japanese government in 2000 in
the District Court of Washington,
D.C.

In June, the U.S. Supreme
Court ordered the case, initially
rejected, to be reconsidered in
light of a ruling last year that a
federal law allows American

courts to hear old disputes over
such things as wartime crimes
unless the suits are barred by
treaties.

Japanese courts have rejected
a number of lawsuits brought by
former sex slaves and the Japa-
nese government refuses to pro-
vide official compensation, say-
ing such issues were handled
under postwar treaties.

A court document said Zhu
lived at home but was forced to
work in a military brothel and
raped repeatedly by soldiers sta-
tioned nearby. Her husband
eventually fled and was beaten
to death by Japanese troops.

Food guide blunder

PARIS — The famed Michelin
Guide, whose star system can
make or break French restau-
rants, rushed out its 2005 honors
on Wednesday — a week early —
after the “little red book” mistak-
enly went on sale early.

Michelin added one re%lauranl
to its top three-star rating —
Clos des Cimes in Saint- Bun-
net-le-Froid in the Haute-Loire re-
gion — and 11 restaurants to its
two-star category.

The ratings were to have been
published March 2, but some
bookstores, notably in Corsica, re-
ceived the new guide early, forc-
ing publication a week ahead of
the scheduled date.

Gas price-fixing fines

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — The
Swedish Market Court on Tues-
day increased the fines against
five oil and gas companies con-
victed of price fixing in the Scan-
dinavian country in 2003.

The court said Statoil, Shell,
OKQ8, Preem and Norsk Hydro
should pay a combined $16 mil-
lion for coordinating gas prices
and discounts in 1999, more than
doubling an original fine of $7.6
million set by the Stockholm Dis-
trict Court in 2003.

The verdict is final and cannot
be appealed.

‘The competition authority sued
the five companies for more than
$58.1 million, saying they had
fixed prices and discounts at
meetings supposed to focus on en-
vironmental issues.

Satanic cult killings

ROME — Two members of a
heavy metal group called the
Beasts of Satan who confessed to
taking part in three ritual Satanic
slayings were sentenced to prison
Tuesday, and a third defendant
was acquitted.

Andrea Volpe, Pietro Guerrieri
and Mario Maccione had con-
fessed to roles in the grisly 1998
killings of Chiara Marino, 19, and
Fabio Tollis, 16, in the Woods out-
side of Milan. Five other mem-
bers of their suspected Satanic
cult have been ordered to stand
trial in June.

Volpe, considered the master-
mind of the ritual killings, was
sentenced to 30 years in prison —
10 more than prosecutors had
asked for. Guerrieri was given 16
years in prison, and Maccione —
who authorities said played sec-
ondary role in the murders —
was cleared.

Mars ice sea found

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands —
Images relayed by a European
space probe reveal the existence
of a sea of ice close to the equator
of Mars, scientists said Tuesday
at a conference in the Nether-
lands.

The existence of water or ice
would significantly increase the
chance that microscopic life may
also be found on Mars.

The evidence comes from pho-
tographs — not yet published —
taken last year by the European
Space Agency’s Mars Express
probe currently orbiting the red
planet.

Scientists have long theorized
there was once water on Mars,
and data from NASA’s Mars Rov-
ers has recently appeared to con-
firm it.

From The Associated Press
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YOUR MONEY

Itemizing not needed
to get all tax breaks

BY EILEEN ALT POWELL

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Many people
think big tax breaks go only to
those who itemize deductions on
their income tax returns. But
there are many deductions and
credits available to the two-thirds
of Americans who claim the stan-
dard deduction.

That’s something to think about
as the April 15 tax filing deadline
approaches.

“There are many reabom peo-

ple chose not to itemize,” said
Mary Wilson, an accountant and
senior tax manager with Roth-
stein Kass Certified Public Ac-
countants, headquartered in Rose-
land, N.J.
“Maybe they don’t have
enough in mortgage interest pay-
ments or charitable deductions or
medical expenses.

“But that doesn’t mean they
can't take advantage of the many
deductions on the 1040” tax form,
she said.

These deductions and credits
are over and above the standard
deduction, which has been raised
this year to $4,850 for singles or
married people filing separately;
89,700 for a couple filing jointly,
and $7,150 for a person who
claims head of household status.

Under the federal tax code, de-
ductions are used to reduce the
total income on which taxes are
computed. Credits are dol-
lar-for-dollar reductions of the
tax owed.

Some of the tax breaks are des-

TUESDAY’S MARKET MARY
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ignated for certain occupational
groups. For example, National
Guardsmen and reservists can de-
duct some expenses when they
travel more than 100 miles from
their homes for required activi-
ties, Wilson said.

Still, there are many tax-saving
options that just about any family
can qualify for.

One of the best is the deduction
for setting up an Individual Re-
tirement Account. Workers who
don’t have an employer-provided
retirement plan can take a deduc-
tion for setting aside up to $3,000
a year in an IRA — or $3,500 if
they’re 50 or older.

These accounts can be set up
until the April 15 tax filing dead-
line, Wilson said. And in 2005,
workers will be able to set aside
$4,000 in their IRAS, or $4,500 if
they’re 50 and older, she said.

Among  the most  widely
claimed deduct_mm and credits
are those for education, accord-
ing to Mark Luscombe, an analyst
at CCH Inc. in Riverwoods, IIL,
which provides tax information
and services.

“People are aware that these
tax breaks are out there, but
there are so many of them that
it’s hard for people to figure out
which is best for them,” he said.

Luscombe of CCH noted that
the credits are generally a better
tax deal for families than the de-
ductions, but the credits also
have lower income limits.

“The bottom line is that you
have to look closely to see which
make the most sense for your par-
ticular situation,” he said.

~ MwTARYUPDATE

Tom Philpott

Supporters of VA fee say
it’s an issue of equality

n years past, Bush adminis-
tration proposals to charge
low-priority VA health care
users a $250 annual enroll-
ment fee and higher co-payments
on prescription drugs were d
clared “dead on arrival” on Capi-
tol Hill.

Not this year.

The initiatives, to boost VA reve-
nues by $424 million, appear to
have survived a first vigorous
round of attacks by veterans’ ser-
vice organizations. Credit — or
blame — new, more fiscally con-
servative chairmen of the House
and Senate veterans affairs com-
mittees and a strategy to paint the
VA enrollment fee as “only fair”
given Tricare enrollment fees for
retirees.

Both the change in tone by chair-
men and the “equity” argument
for VA enrollment fees were on
display during budget hearings
this month.

The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs budget once again seeks two
cost-sharing increases for VA
health-care users in priority cate-
gories 7 and 8, veterans who have
no service-connected disabilities

and incomes above geographic
poverty thresholds set by the fed-
eral government.

Besides paying a $250 enroll-
ment fee, 2.4 million Priority 7
and 8 enrollees would see co-pay-

8 veterans, drew vehement oppo-
sition from veterans’ service or-
gdmzauonb But at the House

‘A committee hearing the next
day new chairman Rep. Steve
Buyer, R-Ind., embraced Nichol-
son’s for

ments on VA-filled pr
rise to $15, from $7, for a 30-day
supply. VA eslimates that 213,000
would disenroll rather than pay
the higher fees.

Jim Nicholson, the new secre-
tary of veterans affairs, described
the enrollment fee as “similar to
the fee legally required of military
retirees enrolled in the Tricare
system.” Given that military retir-
ees must have served at least 20
years, and VA enrollees “as few as
two years,” Nicholson suggested
the VA fee is “more justified.”

To the criticism that $250 a year
is unaffordable for many veter-
ans, Nicholson said no Priority 7
and 8 veterans are destitute, and
Priority 8 veterans have incomes
above a geographic means test
that, for those with no dependents,
ranges from $25,000 in low-cost
areas up to $71,000 in pricey
areas, such as San Francisco.

Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, new
Senate committee chalrman said
that “such proposals have been de-
clared dead on arrival perhaps
even before ... analyzed. I do not
intend to take that approach.” But
he conceded the new VA budget is

“considerably less friendly then it
was durmg the flush years of the
past four.”

Th ing initiatives, par-
ticularly affecting Priority 7 and

fees.

“We've got an inequity in the
system that we’re going to need to
address,” Buyer said.

Richard Jones of AMVETS de-
scribed the targeted veterans as
heroes “who answer our nation’s
call and, with God’s grace, return
from service whole and able to
continue their lives without dis-
abling injuries.” Giving them ac-
cess to VA health care, unencum-
bered by annual fees, “is the least
our nation can do for those on
whom America depends to de-
fend her liberty.”

But Buyer said co-pays and de-
ductibles are effective tools to
“modulate” health service usage.
He said he felt no such “push-
back” from retiree groups when
Congress set Tricare fees.

Critics blamed administration
priorities. Jones pointed to the $1
billion, four-year program passed
last year to pay health-care costs
of illegal aliens.

Sen. James Jeffords of Ver-
mont said the White House would
rather cut veterans benefits than
roll back “expensive tax cuts
given to the richest segment of
American society.”

To comment, write Miltary Undate, P.0.
Box 231111, Centreville, V)
ol milipdate@adl com pkrs
www.militaryupdate.com
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Money tip of the day
Cutting expense abuses

The Associated Press

As companies have been
forced to upgrade their financial
controls and reporting, many
have begun some new enforce-
ment of their own — cracking
down on employees’ travel and
entertainment expenses.

And it's not just a phenome-
non common among tightfisted
U.S. corporations, according to
an annual American Express
survey of European and Ameri-
can business travelers.

In the poll, 45 percent of the
500 interviewed business travel-
ers said their companies had got-
or a lot stricter
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with policies governing reim-
bursable business travel expen-

ditures in the past two to three
ars.

years.

And for those business folks in
France and Germany, the over-
sight has been even tougher:
Fifty-six percent in France and
55 percent in Germany said the
rules are stricter, compared with
31 percent in the United States
and 39 percent in Great Britain.

Still, the deeper scrutiny
hasn’t ended abuses, according
to most of the travelers. More
than a third, 37 percent, be-
lieved it's common for expense
reports to be submitted with

“one or more completely false or
bogus charges.”

The interviews were conduct-
ed in November and December,
with 125 interviews in each coun-
try.
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Child endangered

WINTERSET

10-year-old girl welghmg
just 59 pounds was discovered
locked in a bedroom, and her fa-
ther and his girlfriend were
charged with child endanger-
ment, police said.

Police found the girl while in-
vestigating a tip about possible
child neglect, Police Chief Ken
Burk said.

“She was being locked in a
room while the parents were out
of the house,” Burk said.

The girl and a 14-year-old boy
who also lived at the home were
placed in foster care, police said.

The girl’s father, Jon Neely, 38,
and his girlfriend, Kimberly Holt-
myer, 36, were arrested on child
endangerment charges and each
posted $9,750 bail. They would
not comment.

Plan might not float

WAILUKU — A plan to

bring an inter-island ferry
system to Hawaii would be sunk
ifalengthy environmental review
process is required, the head of
the company said.

John Garibaldi, chief executive
officer of Hawaii Superferry,
Inc., said an environmental im-
pact statement, or EIS, would
take up to a year and a half to com-
plete, which would jeopardize
construction and hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in funding.

Superferry’s possible demise
before it even is launched would
be a disappointment to many resi-
dents and tourists, who are look-
ing forward to a cheaper alterna-
tive to pricey interisland air trav-
el and one that would allow them
to take their cars along, too.

Superferry plans to run two fer-
ries, each carrying 866 passen-
gers and 282 cars, daily between
Honolulu and Maui, Kauai and
the Big Island — for about half of
what current air fares cost.

Jeweler thwarts robber

NY BARDONIA — Barry Fix-
ler was back at work in his
jewelry store the day after he
managed to draw his own gun
and shoot a robber who had a gun
pointed at his head.

The robber, who was seriously
wounded, is expected to survive.

Two alleged confederates who
fled after the shooting were ar-
rested within 12 hours, one in
Nanuet and one in Connecticut,
police said.

Detective Lt. Charles Delo said
a review of the shooting on a sur-
veillance videotape showed it to
be justified. Fixler, a 57-year-old
former Marine, had a permit for
the gun.

Bible classes studied

STAUNTON — Public ele-
mentary schools will con-
tinue to allow Bible study during
class time while the local school
board conducts a one-year review
to determine if criticism of the
practice by some parents is valid.
Several hundred people attend-
ed the school board meeting, with
many standing and applauding
the 5-1 decision to begin the re-
view while continuing religious
classes, a tradition in Staunton
and some other rural Virginia
school districts for more than 60
years.
“My conscience tells me this

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

community needs this program,
and we need to keep it,” board
member Angie Whitesell said.

In the Weekday Religious Edu-

cation program, first-, second-
and third-graders go to nearby
churches for Bible classes during
school hours.

Jailbird’s proxy wedding

> CORPUS CHRISTI — A

Kentucky fugitive cap-

tured in Corpus Christi after

being on the run for 15 years was

married by proxy to his com-
mon-law wife.

Ralph Robert Annis, 53, had
lived in Corpus Christi for about
15 years as Michael Winters. His
common-law wife, Linda Winters,
didn’t know before his arrest earli-
er this month about his conviction
in the strangulation of his ex-girl-
friend’s 10-month-old daughter in
1978.

Annis failed to return from a
weekend furlough in 1990 while
serving a 20-year sentence.

Annis’ capture came a few
weeks after the Lexington (Ky.)
Herald-Leader began question-
ing Kentucky officials about their
inability to find him.

Justice of the Peace Henry San-
tana conducted the proxy mar-
riage while Annis remained in the
Netces County Jail.

Treated birds released

COLUMBIA — Animal

rescue workers have re-
leased about 100 birds that were
treated for shock and concussions
after crashing into an office build-
ing’s windows recently.

The cedar waxwings were re-
leased at the Honeywell wildlife
refuge. About 30 birds remain
with Carolina Wildlife Care.

weeks ago, the
birds, intoxicated on holly ber-

All for George

Bagpipers march in the George
Washington Birthday Parade in
Alexandria, Va.

ries, became confused and
crashed into windows. Hundreds
were injured and many died.

That was some ride

ut MONA — A hiker fell
about 1,000 feet down a

mountain side, riding an ava-
lanche feet-first — and suffered
only minor injuries.

“Extremely lucky,” said Juab
County Sheriff Alden Orme.

Mark Thomas and two compan-
ions were hiking on a ridge near
Mount Nebo when snow gave way
beneath them, they told police.

His friends did not fall, but Tho-
mas, 21, of Salt Lake City, slid
about 1,000 feet, triggering an ava-
lanche, Orme said.

‘Thomas had a minor back inju-
ry and frostbitten feet, police
said.

Jumping for record

BREMERTON — A
96-year-old man aiming
to become the oldest person to
make a solo skydiving jump had a
rough landing near here and suf-
fered a dislocated shoulder, but
otherwise emerged unscathed.
Milburn Hart of Seattle jumped
out of a plane near the Bremerton

airport.

Hart, who lives at the North
Haven Retirement Center, pre-
pared for the jump with five
hours of training and a written
test. He’d made two jumps in tan-
dem with an experienced jumper
last year.

The folks on the ground
watched anxiously as he swung to-
ward the landing site, then away.
Slowly, he dropped out of sight
into distant trees, landing in an
old gravel pit.

Fur flies over cat clinic

WASHINGTON — The

fur has been flying at
John Eaton Elementary School
ever since parents discovered
that a cat spay and neutering clin-
ic was held there without their
knowledge.

After hearing concerns about
student health, the school system
canceled classes and scheduled a
meeting for parents to “deter-
mine our course of action,” princi-
pal Willie McElroy said in a state-
ment.

Parents said McElroy never
told them about the weekend
event.

Crews spent two days thorough-
ly cleaning the cafeteria where
the cat surgeries took place on Sat-
urday and Sunday.

Teen caught after calls

ST. LOUIS — A teenager

has been accused of
using a stolen cell phone to
swamp dispatchers with hun-
dreds of bogus 911 calls over a
matter of weeks, at times talking
of killing some of the responding
officers he could see.

The 15-year-old boy sometimes
was such a nuisance he called in
new emergencies at the same ad-
dress where officers already
were standing, St. Louis County
Police spokesman Mason Keller
said.

The young culprit was tracked
down only after dispatchers field-
ed 25 bogus calls within 75 min-
utes to the same area where the
officer already had arrived,
Keller said.

Fire spea 0 house s e =

The fire started with an explosion in the attached garage. Ten fire
departments were called to the scene to battle the blaze.

> Ellie Toler, 6, center left, and Mia
New year’s fun G iucn S oo vt yona
costume used for a traditional lion dance during a Chinese new year
party in Maryland Heights, Mo.

East Limestone volunteer fire-
fighter Jonathan Hinton pulls a
ladder over trees downed in Claudine Gregg’s front yard by a severe
thunderstorm. Gregg's house in Limestone County, Ala., was damaged
when some of the large pine trees were blown onto her roof.

Wind downs trees
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Good skates

An auction on the wild side

Sean Larsson, 14, left, and his father, Mikael, skate on the Triviz path in Las
Cruces, N.M.

< |
Victoria Walsh, left,
Earl Bragg, center,

and Bob Fold discuss the furs for auction at the Alaska State Fish and
Game horn and hide auction in Anchorage, Alaska. The antlers and
hides being auctioned are from animals that were poached, killed by
accident or in defense of life or property, or were shot because they
had become a nuisance. The auction is the only place in the United
States where a person can legally buy a bear hide.

N s
s

Man, that’s cold
Andrew Pearcy, 10, reacts to the
cold water in Shadow Lake during
the Greenwood Special Olympic
Polar Bear Plunge fund-raiser in
Greenwood, Ark.

Sunrise in LouiSiana The ate winter sun rises over a catfish pond outside of DeRidder, La.

Crash kills paramedics

LITTLE ROCK — A train

slammed into an ambu-
lance that apparently tried to get
out of its path, but stopped at a
rail crossing, killing all three para-
medics on board. The patient in
the vehicle survived, officials
said.

Paramedics Jeff Ferrand, 37,
and John Rook, 23, died at the
scene after the Union Pacific
train hit the front end of the ambu-
lance, spinning it around and
ejecting the emergency workers.

A third paramedic, Christopher
Klingan, also 23, was taken to a
hospital but later died, officials
said.

Dancing for charity
STATE COLLEGE —
About 700 Penn State Uni-
versity students danced for 48
hours, raising a record $4.1 mil-
lion to fight childhood cancer.
The 33rd annual Dance Mara-
thon, or THON, raises money for
a charity that operates out of
Penn State’s medical school in
Hershey.
THON has raised more than
$30 million since its start in 1973.

Hearst Ranch preserved

m SAN FRANCISCO — One
of the largest land conser-
vation deals in California history
became final when the state and
two conservation groups closed
escrow on a $95 million agree-
ment to preserve Hearst Ranch,
the nearly pristine stretch of
coastal rangeland that surrounds
Hearst Castle.

Under terms of the sale, nearly
all the 82,000-acre ranch about
200 miles north of Los Angeles
will remain undeveloped, while
13 miles of coastline that has
been privately held for genera-
tions will transfer to the state for
public access, according to the
governor’s office.

Battlefield zoning

FAYETTEVILLE — A

Jjudge has reversed a deci-
sion that allowed a 60-acre parcel
some say contains a Civil War bat-
tlefield and cemetery to be re-
zoned for the development of a
Wal-Mart Supercenter.

Raleigh County Circuit Judge
Robert A. Burnside Jr. ruled the
public never got a chance to re-
view a completed rezoning appli-
cation or adequately prepare a re-
sponse to the Wal-Mart project.
He ruled that the zoning reclassif
cation earlier approved by Fay-
etteville’s Planning Commission
should be reversed and the mat-
ter sent back to the town.

Members of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy have ex-
pressed concerns that the shop-
ping center would disturb a Civil
War cemetery and part of a farm
area that they believe to be the
site of the Battle of Fayetteville.

Name change proposal

NEWBURY — Governor
Dummer Academy, the
country’s  oldest independent
boarding school, was founded be-
fore the Revolution. Jokes about
its name have been around rough-
ly as long.
The school is named for Will-
iam Dummer, a former acting
governor of Massachusetts who

donated land to start the school.

But in a move that has sparked
outrage, school trustees decided
it was time to put the kidding to
rest and drop “Dummer” from
the school’s name.

Alumni responded with letters
and e-mails that forcefully ques-
tioned the need for a change and
indicated their financial support
was at stake.

The early protests paid off.
After alumni and students filled a
meeting with trustees to explain
their opposition early this month,
the board decided to rethink its
decision. It announced it would
explain why it endorsed what it
called a “name evolution” over
the next several months as it con-
sulted with students and alumni.

A load of sardines

ASTORIA — Oregon fish-

ermen landed almost 80
million pounds of sardines last
year, according to state wildlife bi-
ologists. That’s more than any
commercial catch except Pacific
whiting. The sardines are espe-
cially popular in Japan, where
many sardines are used for tuna
bait. The boom has also fueled
cannery expansion in Astoria.

Forever in bluejeans

MACHIASPORT — In-

mates_at_the Downeast
Correctional Facility have sewn
more than 15,000 pairs of blue-
jeans during the past four years,
all of them worn by the 2,000
male inmates in Maine’s prison
system.

Now, the garment shop at the
Bucks Harbor prison has expand-
ed beyond jeans and is making
jean jackets that may someday
find a market beyond the prison
fences.

Maine saves money by outfit-
ting its inmates with jeans made
from the pattern kits. It's also a
good deal for inmates selected for
the coveted sewing jobs that pay
up to $2.90 an hour.

No dice on taxes

TALLAHASSEE — Gam-

bling jaunts known as
cruises-to-nowhere don’t owe
taxes on commercial activity that
happens beyond the state’s territo-
rial waters, the Florida Supreme
Court ruled.

Unanimously backing a lower
court, the justices rejected the
state’s argument that New Sea Es-
cape’s gambling trips fall under
intrastate commerce rules be-
cause its ships never reach a for-
eign port.

Instead, the court found the Ba-
hamian company can operate
under state law on foreign or in-
terstate commerce, meaning it
must pay only the state’s 6-cent
sales and use tax for commerce
conducted within the state’s terri-
torial boundaries.

Hmong pass TB tests

WAUSAU — Hmong refu-

gees from a camp in Thai-
land are again resettling in Wis-
consin after the program was tem-
porarily halted in January be-
cause some refugees tested posi-
tive for tuberculosis. The U.S.
State Department is now using
more rigorous testing methods on
the approximately 6,000 refugees
remaining at Wat Tham Krabok.
Photos and stories from wire services



PAGE 18

Thursday, February 24, 2005

WEATHER

STARS AND STRIPES

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight's
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
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EUROPEAN FORECA:

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with snow-
showers. Highs in the low to mid-
30s. Friday lows in the low to mid-
20s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rain/snowshowers. Highs in the mid
to upper 30s. Friday lows in the
upper 20s to lower 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
rain/snow mix. Highs in the mid to
upper 30s. Friday lows in the upper
205 to lower 30s.

France: Cloudy with isolated snow-

highs in the mid 40s. Friday lows in
the upper 20s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy with iso-
lated snowshowers. Highs in the
upper 20s to mid-30s. Friday lows in
the upper teens to upper 20s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated snowshowers. Highs in
the 20s. Friday lows in the teens.

Hungary: Cloudy with rain/snow mix.
Highs in the mid-30s. Friday lows in
the upper teens.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the mid to upper 30s. Friday lows
in the upper 20s to mid-30s.

Southern Italy: Cloudy with rain-

howers. Highs in the mid-40s to
mid-50s. Friday lows in the mid-30s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
lower to mid-50s. Friday lows in the
mid-30s to lower 40s.

Norway: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
20s. Friday lows in the upper single

digits to upper teens.

Portugal, Spain: Partly to mostly
cloudy with isolated rainshowers in
the east. Highs in the 40s in the
north and mid-50s to lower 60s in
the south. Friday lows in the mid-20s
to mid 30s in the north and upper
30s to lower 40s in the south.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 50 to lower 60s. Friday lows
in the lower 30s to lower 40s.

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE

Operational Weather Squadron home

https:/jows.sembach.af.mil
tp://ows. public.sembach.af.mil

N & MOON

Tomorrow

Sunrise (Baghdad)
Sunrise (Frankfurt)
Sunset (Baghda

Sunset (Frankfurt)

D

Last e

Full moon

New moon  First qir.

3 iar 05
\TES

of noon, Eastern UsS. ime.

10Mar 05 17 Mar 05

25 Mar 05

FRONTS:
aa

I

SronaY

Swow__lcs _ sumy P Cloudy Cloudy

MoRoCse=+ % ALGERIA European forecast for 24 February 2005
M e . ¥ P 5 TRELTH 3
wev: 6 OHp E & & A A @ & a s oo BOER L . .. OO
Sunny Pt Cdy. Mostycdy. s * fan  Rermow S Cold frt. Warm fmt. Trough  Occluded . Staty.font oy High
AFRICA = L “_Mazar-e-Sharif/ & MIDEA!
TURKMENISTAN 2,
H Lo HI L0 " Y > .
CapeTown 80 6  Mogadshu 88 73 Incirlik  Tuakey . Kabul"
akar 73 63 Nawobi 8 8 | o 5
Frestonn 7 Rabat & at 63/45 ¢ Al;huabal as/22>
Kinshasa 92 74  Tnpoh 65 48 b * 50/31 AFGHANISTAN ¢ New Delhi
. J 74/53
THE WORLD Kandahar
= . 5789 N0
"ol W o ivait CER A Zohecan £
msterdam 36 27 Mania @3 7 uwait Cif 7/39 PaKisTan
amain | 71 57 MexcoCly 72 47 72054 ¢ Hyderabad
Monieal 20 01 ‘a X 7 %70 e
mE, BB Dubsi s
Seoul 3 14 SN #/m oA Karachi 7 .
o o % /s 82/64 Bombay
Tye 5 4 OmAN. 8872
Hi Lo otk leveland Nashville g Cidy n Angelo Rain As
—— Pon Colora Spi New Orars N SonAnerio Ran
Soon Onio ady  Gobmbasc Novare & SnPaseo i
am LY. POy i, dy  San Franc PO
T e umbus Ohio Norlok s o 14
beronn e Soon N Doty Pt o Sk Sow 608
Amarilo Cldy s Chrith Qo Gty 2 Sie Cey
oo oy o -y Py Savaan Ran
o in
A Fan  Dafona Padcan i - &
At iy Soow Dener Pondeion v Soep 2
<in Fan  Des Manes e ¢ o <
. eol ia N So
e Toy D Phoere 1 P0G SounBerd St
g Cr BP0 Phsbugh s inghekt now
miepam - Focaeo 7 G pndedt o
o oy Em Poans ine oo ek i
iy 0 Peris R N o
idgopor Ry Famae e mpeSt Prsg s
o Gdy  Fao Feligh Duham G sz
e 8RN e oo &
b are S Fatsmn Fehmond Son Tipdo i
v & FonViame Roanois s ey Gy
feston S Rain SN0 Rochester PC shington D.C. Snow ©2005 AccuWeather, Inc.
aston WY Soon a G Pl Boach PGy
aotoNC. Ran b Secramerto PG i Poy
anooga Ran dReps 31 Sitoue, d e Fals Gy
epenne POy Greafalh SThomas P ko POy Moh _Low_snouers_nam
icogp Gdy  Geentey 2 SeemOre. 3 O WimngonDel Sow e
Sncnmet oon  GreensbiroNG: Salaka Cty » O Yekma a

Scheduled to ETS

PCS P

Check our Relocation Guide

Realtors at your new station.

every Saturday to find

STARSU#STRIPES,

Your Hometown Newspaper




Thursday, February 24, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 19

Stripes@lravel

PPHOTOS BY JOHN TAYLOR/Stars and Stripes.

Above: Morning swimmers launch into the winter’s cold water from the bathhouse on the town beach in Paphos, Cyprus. Below: Kykkos Monastery in the Troddos
Mountains was built in the early to mid-19th century near the cave where the hermit who led to the creation of the monastery lived.

Island of legends combines
exotic history and hedonism

BY JOHN TAYLOR
Stars and Stripes

uring the summer, Cyprus is a
holiday hot spot known for its sun,
sand and revelers looking for fun. In
the off-season it is all this, and less.
Less crowded, less hot and less expensive.

But that does not mean it is quiet, cold or
cheap. At least not in Paphos, a popular pack-
age-tour destination on the west coast.

We flew there for a week during the Thanks-
giving holiday. The crowds were manageable,
the temperatures were in the upper 60s, and
the fly-and-hotel deals were much less than in
July and August, which our hotel manager said
are the busiest months of the year.

Paphos, a town of about 40,000, is on the
Greek side of the island, where most of the
developed areas are. The island is divided
because in 1974 Turkish forces invaded to stop
national guardsmen backed by Greek military
officers from pulling off a coup and making the

island part of Greece. That same month, the
Greek junta that had helped launch the coup
‘was overthrown in Greece and the Cypriot
president returned to power. But the Turks did
not leave the northern end of the island, and
they remain there today.

This is a major concern for both the people
of Cyprus and the international community.
The Greek Cypriots hope some day the “occu-
pation” will end, those driven from their homes
will be able to return and the country will again
be united. The European Union wants Turkey
to recognize the government of Cyprus, which
is already a member, before Turkey is admit-
ted to the EU.

Paphos is also divided in two: the touristy
area built around a small, pleasant harbor, and
the business area, a short bus ride up a hill
‘market. The streets along the waterfront and in
a pedestrian area a few blocks away are
packed with restaurants, cafes and bars, souve-
nir shops, jewelry and leather stores and,
oddly, optical offices. The island was once

SEE CYPRUS, PAGE 22
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The Turkish Riviera spreads countless miles to the east and west of Antalya. It is bathed in sunshine for 300 days of the year.

TURKISH DELIGHT

Antalya offers friendly people and beautiful landscapes

In the picturesque old quarter of Antalya, narrow, winding streets and
old wooden houses abut the ancient city walls.

BY MARK WHITE
Stripes Travel reader

y first notions about
Turkey were that it
is a faraway land
with an exotic cul-

ture, food, music and people. But

after my second vacation there, I

learned it is also a place of friend-

ly people and glorious weather.
And one of the best things

about it is that is not far away. It

is only 3‘/1 hours of flying time

where I live. No TRAVEL
TALES

more long, boring
plane rides — it
takes six hours of

Islands and eight
to get to New York.

The destination on our latest
trip was Antalya, a vacation
heaven in a beautiful natural
setting in southern Turkey. The
Toros (Taurus) Mountains sweep
down to the Mediterranean,
forming an irregular coastline of
rocky mountains and secluded
coves.

The Turkish Riviera, as this
area is known, spreads countless
miles to the east and west of
Antalya. It is bathed in sunshine
for 300 days of the year and is
perfect for a lazy or active vaca-
tion in the sun. Options include
swimming or water skiing, wind-
surfing, para-sailing, fishing,
mountain climbing, hunting,
exploring or just plain sight-see-
ing among the ancient ruins or
shopping in the bustling metropo-
lis of Antalya. In March and

* IF YOU GO, PAGE 22

April, you can ski on challenging
slopes in the morning and swim
in the cool refreshing sea in the
afternoon.

The coast is graced with beauti-
ful beaches, some sandy and
some stony, encircled by pine
forests, olive trees and citrus
groves and palm, avocado and
banana plantations. It is home to
arich variety of plant and wild-
life, and to protected conserva-
tion areas.

The principal resort on the
Mediterranean is the romantic
port of Antalya with its majestic
coastline of beaches and rocky
coves to which the towering
Toros Mountains provide a mag-
nificent backdrop. Antalya is an
attractive city with shady palm
tree boulevards, an award-win-
ning marina, and a picturesque
old quarter called Kaleici, with
narrow winding streets and
quaint wooden houses all within
the ancient city walls.

Since its founding in the sec-
ond century B.C. by Attalus II,
Antalya has had an eventful
history. The Romans and the
Seljuks occupied the city before
it came under Ottoman rule. In
the city center is the Yili Minare-
1li Mosque, built by the Seljuk
Sultan Aleaddin Keykubat in the
13th century. This elegant fluted
minaret has become the symbol
of the city.

In the Kaleici, you will find the
theological school of Karatay
Medrese, also from the 13th
century, with stone carvings on

5 R S|
Courtesy of Turkish Tourist Office

the portals that are excellent
examples of Seljuk art. Magnifi-
cent mosques from the 16th and
18th centuries are also found
throughout the city.

A closer look at the rich histo-
ry of Antalya can be found in the
beautiful new Archeological
Museum. It provides a rare walk
through history, with remains
from the Paleolithic Age to Otto-
man times. The Ataturk Museum
displays objects used by Ataturk,
founder of the Turkish Republic.

The Antalya Marina and Lei-
sure Center, winner of several
awards for its beautiful landscap-
ing, is one of the liveliest ports
on the coast. The awards are all
well deserved, thanks to the
beautiful arrangements of plants,
flowers and trees in an extraordi-
nary blend of old and new.

The center harbors not only
yachts and fishing boats but also
colorful relaxing restaurants and
friendly cafes where you can
bask in the sunshine or stay cool
in the shade and look out over
this incredibly romantic and
picturesque harbor.

Or sail in the morning and sip
coffee or raki (pronounced
raa-kee), a Turkish aperitif, in
the afternoon. Sunset views are
particularly beautiful from this
ancient marina with its old city
walls lit up majestically at night,
creating an atmosphere of antiq-
uity and contentment.

Mark White is an American journalist
based in Berlin who has traveled exten-
sively throughout Western Europe and
the Middle East during the past 30
years. He was program director/chief
programming for AFN Berlin Radio/TV
until his retirement in
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If you go to Antalya

D uring our last trip to
Turkey, we stayed at the
Sheraton Voyager Hotel,
overlooking a pebbled beach a
few miles west of Antalya. It was
an excellent vacation hotel, a
five-star, deluxe, fully air-condi-
tioned hotel managed with Amer-
ican know-how and Turkish
hospitality.

The hotel is built around a

caught fish. Special themed
nights featured buffets from not
only Turkey but also the Far
East, Rome and the Mediterra-
nean. A fisherman’s Night and
barbecue satisfied our hearty
appetites. Musicians at some of
these outdoor feasts provided the
background for Turkish
belly-dancers.

The Sheraton has its own

nine-story atrium with a bank of  yacht for cool sailing along the
elevators cours- Turkish coast
ing up and with lunch on
down one side. board and a
Twenty-four- waiter service
hour room . Ankara fr?m ktxhehho-
service is only tel’s kitchen.
one of the S URKEY Other ameni-
many services ties included
available in outdoor and
spacious indoor pools;
rooms with Stars and SUPes  exercise equip-
new furniture, ment, squash
modern bath- courts, Turk-
rooms, and satelllte TV with lsh baths anda ]acuzzl an En-
several Ej uage sta- X tel doctor;

tions, a few familiar German
ones and some national chan-
nels. Our balcony provided an
inspiring view of both sea and
mountains.

The hotel’s Turkish cuisine
was at its finest, from luscious
lamb to sizzling steaks to locally

wanresses on mller skates taking
orders around the pool; a disco
called the Cotton Club; and a
casino with roulette, blackjack,
poker and slots, in full swing
throughout almost all the night.
Tours to interesting sights
were available daily, and taxis

Courtesy of Turkish Tourist Office.

The Yivli Minare (Fluted Minaret), has become a symbol of Antalya, Turkey’s principal resort.

with reasonable fares waited at
the hotel for shopping trips to the
bazaars in Antalya or anywhere
else you wish to go.

Much of the hotel staff spoke
English or made an attempt to do
so0, while many of the taxi driv-
ers spoke German, having lived

in Germany for many years.

I found the average Turkish
person to be sympathetic toward
Americans. Maybe it's because
they all claim to have relatives in
the States.

Unlike with other currencies,
the U.S. dollar remains fairly

strong against the Turkish lira
and you can find good exchange
rates at the airport or hotel.
passport and visa are re-
uired for Americans and can be
o tained at Turkish border cross-
ings for $20. Visas had cost $100
but were reduced to their cur-

rent level in April
— MARK WHITE

CYPRUS, FROM PAGE 19

ruled by the British and remains
popular with them as both a
holiday getaway and a place to
get glasses faster and for far less
than in Britain.

Businesses clustered around
the harbor advertise water
sports, including fishing, snorkel-
ing, daylong cruises, self-drive
speedboats and yacht rentals.
The town’s beach is a strip of
sand and rocks that runs from
the city center out to the large
hotels on its outskirts. Though
small, it is popular — and it is a
blue flag beach, meaning it
meets EU standards for safety,
cleanliness and environmental
concerns.

Even in November, there were
people in the water, calling out to
one another during their morn-
ing swim. I tested the water and
it is warm enough for a relaxing
float — though a little cool when
you got out.

Warmth is not a problem dur-
ing the summer, when tempera-
tures regularly top 100 degrees.
People often leave the coast to
head into the Tro6dos Mountains
just to cool off. The drop in tem-
perature can be quite significant
— even in the off season. We
took a daylong bus trip into the
mountains and by the time we
reached the top of the mountain,
about 6,500 feet high, there was
enough snow on the switchback
roadway to make us glad we
were not driving ourselves.

Our trip took us past the site
believed to be the birthplace of
Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of
love. She was said to have risen
from the foam of the ocean, near
a spot marked by three rocks.
Alexia Christodoulou, our tour
guide, told us that anyone who
swims around the rocks three
times at midnight on a night with

PHOTOS BY JOHN TAYLOR/Stars and Stripes

The Kykkos Monastery is a grand structure with paintings, fescoes, statues and other treasures available for
the public to see. Only a handful of monks live in the monastery, and supposedly visitors caught without a
place to stay are still put up for the night.

a full moon will be young forev-

For proof, she pointed to the
bus driver, who appeared to be
in his mid-30s.

“Our driver swam around the
rocks, and look at him,” she said.
“No one would believe he is over
200 years old.”

The scenery changed from
dry, rocky terrain to green hills
and pine trees as the bus
climbed into the mountains past
a refugee village that Christodou-
lou told us the local Greeks were

preserving for the Turks who
had been forced to leave — even
though, she claimed, the Turks
were not doing the same on the
other end of the island.

The highlight of the trip was a
stop at the Kykkos Monastery.
Although the current building
dates from only 1830 or so, its
history dates to the 11th century
when an icon of the Virgin Mary
was brought to the site of the
monastery as atonement for the
sins of a Byzantine official. The
icon was said to have been paint-

ed by St. Luke, and visitors still
come to see it — or actually a
copy of it because the original is
too valuable to be left out.

The monastery’s chapel is a
glittering room of gold and blue,
filled with paintings, statues and
metal work. Monks and monas-
tery employees make sure visi-
tors keep moving, and take no
pictures. But outside of this
room, visitors are free to wander
the grounds and the d

A mosaic at the monastery is a
copy of the icon of the Virgin
Mary, which the monastery was
built to hold. The original is
stored away safely, but suppli-
cants still touch the copy in hopes
of having their wishes granted.

Despite its location between
Turkey and Greece, Cyprus is
not particularly cheap. And this
is not true for just Americans
trying to squeeze the most out of
the wobbly dollar. Our hotel had
mainly Germans and Britons,
and they agreed prices were
steeper than expected.

One British couple told us they
had been coming to Cyprus for
about 20 years — this was their
third trip this year alone — and
that prices just kept going up,
even relative to the British
pound and during the off-season.

But they said their approach
was to buy Cyprus pounds in
advance and not think about
prices while on holiday.

With so much to enjoy, they
said, why ruin things by worry-
ing about the cost?

building, examining its rooms,
mosaics, frescoes and other signs
of wealth.

John Taylor is assistant European Desk
editor at Stripes’ offices in Griesheim,

rmany. E-mail him at: taylorj@mail.
estripes.osd.mil.
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If you go to Cyprus

+ We went to Cyprus for seven

days in November on a package
from TUI, a German tourist
operator. We stayed at the Hotel
Porto Pafos, which we selected
because it was in town and with-

in walking distance to everything

‘we needed. The price for two
‘was 992 euros (about $1,325)
which included

the hotel desk.

The Cyprus pound was worth
about $2.30 while we were there.
Most banks offered about the
same rate, although we found
one shop that offered slightly
better and charged no commis-
sion. Some stores accept euros,
pound sterling and dollars, but

flight from Frank-
furt to Munich to the
Paphos airport,
transportation to
and from the hotel

TURKEY|

and breakfast.

It also included a
deduction for book-
mg early, and travel
insurance, and an
extra 40 euros each
for a room with a
view of the sea
(recommended

Lemesos
(Limassol)

since the alterna-
tives are a view of a
busy street or a
Pizza Hut))

It did not include use of the
hotel’s whirlpool or sauna or a
television; all were available for
an additional fee. The electrical
outlets take the British-style
plugs, which we did not have but
adaptors were available for a
refundable 2-pound deposit at

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripe:

watch their rates; they generally
are not very good. For those who
have gotten used to dealing with
euros, going back to exchangmg
money was a real pain.

* Tickets for the Troddos bus
tour, conducted by the Cyprus
Tourist Office, can be purchased
from various agents around

PHOTOS BY JOHN TAYLOR/Stars and Stripes

A fort guarding the harbor of Paphos offers a good view of fishing boats, tour ships and pleasure vessels —
some of them available for rent by individuals. Even in the off-season, it is a busy place.

The job of the pelican sitting outside the Pelican Inn and Restaurant
in Paphos, Cyprus, is to draw a crowd, which a host tries to usher
inside.

Cyprus’ food: fresh and filling

The food on Cyprus, as might
be expected, is similar to Greek
and Turkish cuisine, with lots
of gnlled seafood, lamb, a beef-
and-onion stew called stifado,
and locally grown fruits and veg-
etables.

But it also has one specialty
that appears to be unique to the
island, and anyone visiting
should be sure to try it. A meze
is a multicourse meal made up
of small dishes, a meal of all
appetizers that will leave you
with a variety of tastes and a
full stomach.

1t can start with samples of
tzatziki; hummus; tahini; potato
salad; beets; and terrasalata, a
fish roe dlp, with bread and
olives. Next might come some
small meatballs, sausages and

chunks of pork in a wine sauce.
It is followed by fish dishes —
cod, octopus, crab and calamari
rings — and then perhaps a
kebab or sizzling slices of chick-
en or beef. The meal is finished
with fruit — apples, pears,
grapes — and if you are lucky
and the owner likes you, a
complimentary Cyprus

brandy.

The key is to go easy on the
bread and dip, eat slowly and
don’t worry if you cannot finish
everything.

Most restaurants will have
meat, fish and mixed mezes.
They start at about 6.50 Cyprus
pounds (about $15), depending
on how many courses are
served.

— JOHN TAYLOR

town. We bought ours from Her-
cules Travel at the harbor for 9
pounds each. Children’s tickets
are S pounds. The English-
language tour goes twice a week;
for those who can’t make it those
days, there is also a German and
English tour, but it costs 10
pounds. The bus picks up passen-
gers at their hotel.

+ Our guidebook recommend-
ed getting away from the sea-
front to find better restaurants,
and for the most part, that was
good advice. However, our first
night I had grilled octopus at the
Pelican Inn Restaurant on the
harbor — it has a pelican and
aggressive host out front to at-
tract customers — and it was
good.

Several restaurants were
closed for the season and others
were closing soon. We ate mezes
at a restaurant called Mother’s
run by a friendly waiter — we
saw no sign of anyone’s mom —
but when we returned a few days
later, it was closed. It is in a little
alcove just off Apostolou Pavlou.
Just across from it is Hondros,
which was advertised as the
oldest restaurant in Paphos, but
it must have updated its menu
and prices and was not as pleas-
ant.

Argo restaurant, at Pafios
Afroditis in the pedestrian area
but a little ways from the main
action, had several traditional
dishes — including moussaka
and stifado, a type of beef stew
— and interesting conversation.
Its owner had been uprooted by
the Turkish occupation, and
while he was hesitant to discuss
it in detail, he did turn the tables
on us and ask about the war in
Iraq (he was against it).

Many of the restaurants on the
main street serve British food,
advertising English breakfast
and gammon steaks. We avoided
them, except for once when I
wanted grilled sardines. It was
not worth it.

Most dinners, which we ate
along with a carafe of house
wine, cost between 15 and 20
pounds for two, not really expen-
sive but not cheap if you are
eating out every night for a

The Rose Pub is many of the bars offering imported beers and
large-screen televisions turned to British sports. A pint of Guinness
costs 2.50 Cyprus pounds, about $6.

week. Jackie Leverett, a civilian
worker at Rhein-Main Air Base
in Germany, who was spending
two weeks with his wife at our
hotel, said they took some of the
bite out of food costs by occasion-
ally eating at the nearby Pizza
Hut or McDonald’s. There were
also a few sandwich shops in the
area.

In addition to all the restau-
rants advertising British spe-
cials, there were several pubs
and bars offering British soccer
and rugby on larg Vs,

« There is an Internet cafe
called Maroushia just off the
main street next to a store that
sells Russian stacking dolls. It is
open 9 am. to 10 p.m. and charg-
es 1 pound for 30 minutes. It has
another branch in Ano Pafos.
There were signs for a couple of
other Internet cafes in the pedes-
trian area, but they were closed
during our stay.

* We used the Lonely Planet
guidebook to Cyprus, found its
i ion and

sometimes blasting the games &o
the street outside. We went to
Rose Pub a couple of times be-
cause it offered free popcorn and
cocktail samples along with its
soccer and imported beers for
2.50 a glass.

tions accurate and to our liking.
There is a Cyprus Tourist Office
near the main square in Ano
Pafos at Gladstonos 3. More info
is at www.cyprustourism.org.

— JOHN TAYLOR
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Visitors cross to a section of the Tombs of the Kings, burial chambers
cut into the rocks near a quiet bay just outside of Paphos, Cyprus.

A visitor steps down toward one of the simpler tombs at the Tombs of the
Kings. Visitors are free to explore the seven tombs discovered so far.

Some sections of the Tombs of the Kings, located about two miles from Nea Pafos, had grand entrances
ed by columns and opening into atriums. The burial chambers fanned out from the common square. The
probably duplicated the homes and temples of those living in Alexandria under the Ptolemies’ dynasty.

Glimpses of

Mosaics and tombs hint at 11fe

BY JOHN TAYLOR
Stars and Stripes

t one time, Paphos was

the most important town

on Cyprus. It was a

sprawling settlement,
circled by walls and known as Nea
Pafos, or New Pafos — old Pafos,
home to the Sanctuary of Aphro-
dite, was several miles away. It
became the island’s center of politi-
cal and economic power.

Founded in the fourth century
B.C., the town was part of the
Ptolemies’ dynasty, which ruled
the region from its base in Alexan-
dria, now in Egypt. Later it was
given to the Romans, who built
opulent villas there and gave the
current town its greatest attraction.

The mosaics of Pafos, found
inside the villas, were believed to
have been created in the second
and third centuries. An earthquake
in the fourth century began the
town’s decline and enemy raids
continued it. Power shifted to other
cities and much of the city’s glories
disappeared.

Then in 1962, a farmer working
in fields near Paphos uncovered
one of the old mosaics. Officials
were called and archaeologists

IF YoU G0

+ The Pafos mosaics are open daily except Christmas, Ne
Year’s Day and Easter. Hours are 8 am. to 5 p.m. October t
March, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. April, May and September, and 8 a.r
7:30 p.m. June through August. Admission is 1.50 Cyprus pc
(about $3.40); there is no charge on Sundays for European {
citizens and, at least until the spring, everybody else. Allow
two hours to see the mosaics, more if you want to see the ru

« Tombs of the Kings is open 8:30 a.m. to S p.m. daily Oct
through April, and 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. the rest of the year.
sion is .75 pounds. It can be reached on foot or by taking bu:
from town, fare is about .80 pounds.

— JOHN T
'

from Poland and Cyprus began
digging around the site. What they
discovered led to Nea Pafos becom-
ing a part of the World Cultural
Heritage List of UNESCO in 1981.
So far, archaeologists have un-
covered the ruins of at least three
villas with magnificent mosaics.
The mosaics are of
‘mythological characters, scenes
from everyday life and elaborate

One of the most impre
‘mosaics is at the Villa of
It is a large circular scer
seus and the minotaur tt
ing a few stones in the c
has its detailed and intri
der nearly intact. This a
‘mosaics in the former vi

cr
walks and borders so vis
geta good view. The are

geometric designs, all made from ~ large that some of the le
small colored stones. They served  ics are left unprotected,
as both the floors and decorations  tors actually walk on the

in the grand Roman villas. It is said the mosaics
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A detail from the border of one of the mosaics in the Villa of Theseus shows how well the work has stood up through the centuries.

| antiquity

and death in early Cyprus

Theseus.
e of The-
at is miss-

re best

seen after a light shower or with
water sprinkled on them to bring
out the color. We saw them under
an overcast but dry sky and were
still impressed, but would have
loved to see them shine.

A second cluster of mosaics is at
the House of Orphesus, which is
still under work. Its centerpiece is
a scene of Orphesus playing his
Iyre for the animals surrounding
him, their coats and muscles
shown in exacting detail.

The House of Dionysus has been
enclosed by walls and a roof and
contains the largest collections of
mosaics. It is named after a scene
in the main room that shows Di-
onysus with Icarus, but other
well-preserved mosaics include
scenes from nature, portraits of
humans and close-ups of animals,
including a peacock in all its glory.

There is more to Nea Pafos than
its mosaics. It also includes the
ruins of a Roman agora and a
theater, rebuilt in the 1970s. And
about two miles away is an under-
ground network of burial cham-
bers that may be just as impressive
as the mosaics.

The site is called the Tombs of
the Kings, although it is doubtful
kings were buried there. Archaeolo-

gists believe they probably were
used to bury wealthy citizens dur-
ing the time the city was part of the
Ptolemies’ dynasty.

e personal items that it was
believed the dead were buried with
are long gone, but the burial cham-
bers themselves are a treasure.
They are cut into the hills and
rocks overlooking a quiet bay.
Some hold interconnected passage-
‘ways with hollowed-out niches
‘where the bodies were entombed.
Many of the winding passages
dead-end into rock, but others can
be followed from end to end, twist-
ing into others in a subterranean
maze.

And while some are simple open-
ings, others are grand entrances
with carefully cut steps leading
into open areas supported by col-
umns and arches. Ancient Egyp-
tians believed tombs for the dead
should resemble houses for the
living, and historians say the under-
ground monuments copy the archi-
tectural style of Alexandria at the
time, complete with a central af
um and carved facades that mimic
atemple.

The fenced-in burial ground is
extensive and bumps up against
modern hotels and a busy street. It
is possible there are more tombs
still to be discovered.
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The Villa of Theseus is
named for the large,
round mosaic above,
which shows Theseus
fighting the Minotaur.
Itis well preserved,
especially in its outer
border.

The wooden walkways
at left take visitors
over and around the
extensive mosaics,
which were first
discovered by a farmer
working in the fields
near Paphos.
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Ski Clubs & Events

COMPILED BY
KAREN BRADBURY
Stars and Stripes

Add, correct or update a listing by
sending information by e- mal\ (o
travel@mail.estripes.osd.mi
sending a fax to (+49) (0) 6155 601-
416.

Clubs

ITALY

AVIANO SKI CLUB

Area: Norther ltaly

‘Web site: www.avianoskiclub.com
Telephone: 0434 366 185 (Gloria
Leonarduzzi, Vice President)
Membership fees: $15 adults, $5
children 7-17, under 6 free.

Trips: March 11-13, Molitaler
Glacier, Austria, $120.

GERMANY

FRANKFURT INTERNATIONAL
SKICLUB
Telephone: 069-9720-3669
E-mail: info@fiscweb.org
‘Web site: www.fiscweb.org
Address: c/o Trevor Wolf, CMR
453, Box 939, APO AE 09074
Membership fees: 20 euros
singles, 30 euros families.
Meetings: 7 p.m. every other
Wednesday at The Fox and The
Fiddle Pub and Music Hall, Bleich-
strasse 46, Frankfurt.
Trips: March 4-6, Disentis/
Sedrun, Switzerland, 185 euros;
March 10-13, Chamonix, France,
295 euros; March 11-13, Flims-
Laax, Switzerland, 195 euros;
March 18-20, Klosters, Switzer-
land, 255 euros; March 24-28, St.
Moritz, Switzerland, 340 euros;

rch 26-April 2, Val Thorens,
France, 485 euros; April 1-3, St.
Anton I, Austria, 195 euros; April
8-10, Lech, Austria, 205 euros;

230 euros; May 13-15, Landeck,
Austria, price TBA; May 28-31,
St.Veit, Austria, price TBA.

Outdoor
Reereation

ITALY

VICENZA OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: March 5 and 26,
Obereggen, ltaly; March 12 and
April 2, San Martino, Italy; March
19, Alleghe, Italy. Sign up the
Sunday belnre DSN 634-7453.
LAUTERN OUTDOOR
RECREATION' Feb. 26, express
to Garmisch, Germany, $55 adults,
$45 children; March 2 and 18,
express to Feldberg, Germany, $45
adults, $35 children; March 4-6,
Garmisch, Germany, $189; March
5 and 26, express to St. Anton,
Ausma, $55 adults, $45 children;
rch 11-13, Lauterbrunnen,
Swwzer\and $169; March 12 and
23, express to Engelberg, Switzer-
Iand $55 adults, $45 children;
17-20, Zermatt, Switzer-
Iand $259; March 19, express to
Jungfrau, Switzerland, 355 adults,
$45 children; March 25-27, Flims-
$199. DSN

A

Cross-country skiers head through a deep layer of snow on the mountain Schauinsland in the Black Forest
near Freiburg, southern Germany, last week.

D: 245

euros; March 19- 26, Tignes,
France, 765 euros; April 1-3,
Engelberg, Switzerland, 285 euros;
April 8-10, Arlberg, 210 euros;
April 9-16, Val Thorens, France,
(200-340 euros); April 29- May 1,
Ischgl (220 euros); May 27-30,
Bodensee (290 euros).
KAISERSLAUTERN SKI CLUB
Telephone: 06303-4751
E-mail: carperb@msn.com
Web site: www.

fees: $25 for singles,
$35 for families.

Meetings: Viermheim Tennis Club,
March 3, 17, and 31, April 21.
Trips: March 4-6, Lech/Zurs/St.
Anton, Austria, 130 euros; March
11-13, Montafon, Austria, 130
euros; March 18-20, Verbier,
Switzerland, 140 euros; April 9-16,
Meribel, France, price TBA.
PATCH SKI CLUB

Area: Stuttgart

April 14-17, Zermatt,
295 euros; April
Austria, 270 euros; June 16-19,
Chiemsee, Germany, 285 euros;
July 1-4, Sichsische Schweiz,
Germany, 265 euros. These are first
sign-up prices; prices then increase
by 10 euros.
GRAFENWOHR SKI
'AND SNOWBOARDING CLUB
Telephone: DSN 476- 1560, or
civilian 0964-1831560
E-mail: GRAFSKICLUB@
hotmail.com
Membership fees: $20/15 euros
Meetings: 7 p.m. on first and third
Thursdays of each month in Italian
DalLinoin

28- May 1, Ischg,

com
Address: Bob Carper, PSC 10,
Box 825, APO AE 09142
Meetings: 7 p.m. on first and third
Wednesday of the month at Ka-
zabra Club, Vogelweh.

Trips: March 18-20, Lenzer-
heide, Switzerland, 210 euros; April
1-3, Verbier, Switzerland, 150
euros; April 22-24, Lech, Austria,
215 euros.

LABER SKI CLUB

Area: Southem Germany, Austria
and northem ltaly

Telephone: CIV 08822 9481 3100,
DSN 440-2366

E-mail: President Tim Payne at

Trips: March 18-20,
Zell am See, Austria, price TBA.
HEIDELBERG
INTERNATIONAL SKI CLUB
Telephone: 06202-577-8422 or
06221-57-5352, or DSN 370-5352
E-mail: president@heidelbergski.
m

cor
Web site: www.heidelbergski.com
Address: CMR 419 Box 1909,
APO AE 09102 or Postfach 105743,
69115 Heidelberg

Membership fees: $30 for adults.
Meetings: 7 p.m. every other
Wednesday at Hotel Zagreb in
Schwetzingen.

Trips: March 4-6, Zell am See,
Austria, 190 euros; March 18-

Payne.f nato.int
Web site: www.natoschool.nato.int,
select "NATO School Lodge &
Community Club"

Address: NATO Recreation Cen-
ter, Laber Ski Club, Unit 24503,
APO AE 09172

Trips: March 6, Seefeld, Austria;
March 12, Ischgl, Austria; March
19-20, Passo Pordoi, Italy; April
2, Zugspitz, Germany.

DSN 430-5789

E-mail: info@psc-ski.org and
Klineet@eucom.mil

Web site: www.patchskiclub.org
Address: CMR 480, Box 198, APO
AE 09128

Membership fees: $30 singles,
$45 families.

Meetings: Patch Community Club
at 7 p.m. Meeting dates: March 2,
16 and 30, April 20 and May 4 & 21.
Trips: March 4-6, Gstaad, Switzer-
land, 200 euros; March 17-20,
Chamonix, France, 390 euros; April
7-10, St. Moritz, Switzerland, April
7-10, April 9-16, Val Thorens,
France, 320 euros; April 29-May
1, Ischgl, Austria, 220 euros; May
27-30, Lermoos, Austria, 200
euros; May 27-30, Siegi Golf
I-St.Veit, Austria, 260 euros.
TANNENBAUM SKI CLUB

Area: Kaiserslautern Military Com-
munity, Eifel, Baumholder, Man-
nheim regions, Rheinland-Pfalz and
Spangdahlem

E-mail: David Hanavan,

days of the month at 7:30 p.m. in
Landstuhl Combined Community
Club.

Trips: March 4-6, Jungfrau, Swit-
zerland, 160 euros; March 11-13,
Flims-Laax, 185 euros; April 1-3,
Engelberg, Switzerland, 200 euros;
April 8-10, St. Anton, Austria, 165
euros; April 29-May 1, Ischgl,
Austria, 205 euros.

WESTPFALZ INTERNATIONAL
SKICLUB

Area: Kaiserslautern Military Com-
munity

Web site: www.westpfalzskiclub.
org

Telephone: 06371 -598537
E-mail: de

Laax, Swil
489-7751 or CIV 0631-536-7751.
KATTERBACH OUTDOOR REC-
REATION: March 5, Zugspitze
Glacier, $30 for transportation and
ski equipment; March 18-;
weekend ski in Austria, $289 for
transportation, ski equipment, two
hotel overnights, breakfast, and lift
tickets. DSN 467-3225 or CIV/
09802-83-3225.
MANNHEIM OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Feb. 26, March 12 and
26 and April 2 and 10, Engel-
berg, Switzerland, $50 plus lift
5 and 19 Feldberg, Germa-

ny, $35 plus lift; March 19, teen trip
to Feldberg ($25 plus lft). MOR's ski
'swap runs now to April 1; bring in
eequipment you no longer use or just
come in and browse. DSN 381-7215
or 381-7232, CIV 0621-730-7215 or
0621-730-7232.
NATO SCHOOL RECREATION

CENTRE: Feb. 26-27, beginner

Address: PSC 1, Box 611, APO
AE 09009

Meetings:7 p.m. every other
Wednesday at The Kneller Haus,
Einsiedlerhoff.

Trips: March 6-12, St. Veit, Aus-
tria, 390 euros, including ski school;
March 11-13, Zell Am See, Aus-
tria, 220 euros; April 8-10, Lech,
Austria, 220 euros; April 29- May
1, Ischgl, Austria, 215 euros.
WURZBURG INTERNATIONAL
SKICLUB

Telephone: 0932 19244525
E-mail: wskiclub@hotmail.com
Web site: www.wskiclub.org
Address: WISC, CMR 475, Box 1,
APO AE 09036

Membership fees: 25 euros for
singles, 40 euros for families.

06301-3478

SKICLUB
Area: Mannheim

Telephone: Janet-Anne Boykin
at 06206-75268

[E-mail: boykinjanj@hotmail.com
Web site: http://iski.no-ip.info

Web address:

i 6 p.m. on first and third
Wednesdays of the month at Zum
Kirschbaum Gasthaus on
18 in Rottendorf.

www. com
Address: c/o Rick Kane, Im Amstel
2, 67697 Otterberg, Germany
Membership fees: $35 for singles,
$70 for families.

Meetings: First and third Wednes-

Check Web site for dates, directions
and map.

Trips: March 4-6, Jungfrau, Swit-
zerland, 190 euros; March 14-20,
St. Moritz, Switzerland, 400 euros;
April 29-May 1, Ischgl, Austria,

lessons, 28 euros, lift
13 euros. Adult (ages 16 and up)
lessons include 1.5 days of beginner
instruction. CIV 08822- 9481-3102;
Web site: www.natoschool.nato.int.
SPANGDAHLEM OUTDOOR
RECREATION: March 11-13,
Gstaad, Switzerland, $265 dorms,
$344 doubles, 25-percent discount
for children under 12; Mai
11-13, Black Forest, Feldberg,
Germany, $275 doubles. DSN
452-7170 or CIV 06565-61-7176.
STUTTGART OUTDOOR RECRE-
AATION: March 12 and 18 and
April 2, St. Gallenkirch, Austria, $30
with equipment rental, $15 without;
ril 10-17, St. Gallenkirch, Aus-
tria, $590 adults, $295 children.
DSN 431-2774.

WIESBADEN OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: Feb. 26 and March 26,
Engelberg, Switzerland, $55; March
5, 12, and 19 Black Forest (Feld-
berg), $45; March 9 and 23, ski
maintenance clinic; March 11-13,
ski trip to the U.S. Forces Ski and
Snowboard Championship in
Garmisch; March 18-20, heli-ski-
ing in Switzerland; March 19-
Feldberg, Germany, $175. Call DSN
337-5760 (Wiesbaden Amy Airfield)
or DSN 334-5818 (Anderson Bar-
racks, Dexheim).
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Tours

/Outdoors

BY KAREN BRADBURY
Stars and Stripes

Send listings via e-mail at least
two weeks ahead of the desired
pub\lcanon date lo lravel@mall
u have ques-
uons caH (+49) (o) 6155 60-268.

GERMANY

GIESSEN- 284TH BSB OUT-
DOOR RECREATION: March 5,
Wachtersbach ceramic factory and
chicken farm restaurant, $20 adults,
$15 children 4-11, $5 under 3;
March 12, Garmisch overight,
$139/89/ 49; March 12, Cologne,
$25/20/10, March 19, Dachau
Concentration Camp and BMW
Museum, $49/39/19; March 26,
Rothenburg tour, $25/20/10. Call
DSN 343-8282/8207 or CIV
0641-402-8202/8207.

UTDOOR RECRE-
ATION AND LEISURE TRAVEL:
March 12-13, Amsterdam night
life trip, adults 18 and older only;
$129. Call DSN 322-6015, CIV
06183-51-6015.

KAISERSLAUTERN OUT-
DOOR RECREATION: Feb. 26,
Rothenburg,

Germany volks-
march, $40; r N
March

Paris with

optional cycling

tour, prices start

at $179; March

11, after-work

spa night, $35; March 17-20,
Prague, prices start at $145; March
27, trout fishing, $35. Call DSN
489-7751 or CIV 0631- 536-7751.

KATTERBACH OUTDOOR
RECREATION: March 26, crystal
shopping in Karlovy Vary, Czech
Republic, $45, passport required.
“One-day-wanders” offer free trans-
portation. Upcoming schedule:
March 10, Wertheim outlet mall,
March 23, IKEA shopping in Fu-
erth; March 31, Fortress Marian-
berg in Wurzburg. Advance sign-up
required. Call DSN 467-3225 or CIV
09802-83- 3225.

MANNHEIM OUTDOOR REC-
REATION: March 12 and 26,
April 16 and 30, paintball play
days, ODR paintball field, $15 with
own equipment, $20 with ODR
equipment; April 23, indoor climb-
ing wall in Mannheim; April
Europa Amusement Park, $30 for
bus, plus park admission fee of 26
euros adults, 16 euros children 4-11.
Call DSN 381-7215/7232 or CIV
0621-730- 7215/ 7232.

RAMSTEIN (KMC) RTT DESTI-
NATIONS UNLIMITED: Feb. 27,
March 2, 5, 10, 13, 17, 20,
23, 26, and April 3, Rhine castles
cruise and wine tasting, $89; March
5, Jailhouse Bash, entertainment in
a 19th-century debtor’s prison in
Riidesheim, including dinner and
beverages, $89, adults only; March
11-13, Prague and Karlovy Vary,
one hotel night downtown with three
meals and city tour, $189; March
19, tour of Cochem Castle and
knight's dinner, $89; March 19-20,
Brussels and Bruges with overnight
in downtown hotel and city tours;
March 12, “Mad” King Ludwig's
Neuschwanstein and Linderhof
castles with stop at Wieskirch
church, $99.

Flight tours from Frankfurt:
March 13-20, Moscow and St.
Petersburg, 1049 euros (flight,

AP

The official logo of the city of Paris’ bid for the 2012 Olympics glows on the front of the National Assembly
in Paris. In the foreground is the Pont de la Concorde, which links the Place de la Concorde, on the right
bank of the Seine, to the Quai d'Orsay, on the left bank.

hotels, overnight train, admissions,
tours and lunches); April 8-15,
Egypt, 1189 euros (flight, hotels,
tours, admissions, three-day Nile
cruise); April 9-16, Beijing and
Xi'an, China, including Great Wall,
Forbidden City, Xi'an's Terra Cotta
Warriors, 1399 euros for flight, tours,
admissions, many meals. June
23-July 3, South Africa, including
Kruger Park, Cape Town, flights,
tours, admissions and many meals,
2199 euros; Oct.
23-31, Moscow
and St. Peters-
burg, 999 euros
(flight, hotels,
train, admissions
tours, and lunch-
es); Nov. 5-12,
The Golden Ring of Moscow, tours
of ancient Russian towns, 1099
euros (flight, hotels, ovemight train,
admissions and 6 days of tours with
full pension).

For all tours, contact DSN
480-6330/489-7064/496-7719, or
visit www.RTTtravel.com.

'WIESBADEN OUTDOOR REC-
REATION: March 1, rock climbing
in Nieder Olm; March 6, ice skating
in Frankfurt; March 6 and 19,
fishing in Limburg; March 8, 22,
and 29, bouldering in Nieder Olm;
March 10, 13, 17, 24 and 31,
swimming in Frankfurt; March 27,
trout fishing in Limburg. Call DSN
337-5760 (Wiesbaden Army Airfield)
or DSN 334-5818 (Anderson Bar-
racks, Dexheim).

USO KAISERSLAUTERN:
March 3, German train orientation
and trip to Heidelberg, $25; March
5, city tour and shopping in Luceme,
Switzerland, $89 adult, $79 child;
March 5, Miltary Heritage Tour,
Nuremberg and the Third Reich,
$69; March 5, Easter egg market in
Michelstadt, ivory museum and
count's castle, $59 adults, $49
children; March 5, Paris city tour,
$99 adults, $95 children; March 5,
Trier city tour, $49 adults, $45 chil-
dren; March 12, Cochem Castle
tour and wine tasting, $55 adult, $45
child; March 12, German train
orientation and trip to Speyer with

ity tour, Technik Museum and
IMAX Theater, $39 adult, $35 child;
March 12, Maastricht, Holland, city
tour, $59 adults, $55 child; March
20, theatre in Frankfurt, "The Com-
plete History of America (Abridged),"
$59; April 7-11, two nights in
London, $449 adults, $429 chl\dren
single supplement $160;

12-17, ltalian Spring Fiing: Rome,
Pompeil, Sorrento, Capri, Pisa and
Florence, $699 aduits, $679 chil-
dren, single supplement $195; April
23-24, Holland overnight including
Keukenhof Gardens, flower parade
and Delft; $249 adults, $229 chil-
dren, single supplement $35. Con-
tact the USO at Vogelweh, DSN
489-6033, CIV 0631-536-6033;
Ramstein DSN 480-6326, CIV
06371-42623; Landstuhl DSN
486-8240, CIV 06371-63463, Kleber
Kaserne, DSN 483-7397, CIV
0631-46237, Pulaski Barracks, DSN
489-7233, CIV 0631-536-7233,
Tours Office phone: DSN 489-7640,
CIV 0631-536-7640.

USO RHEIN-NECKAR (Darms-
tadt-Heidelberg-Mannheim):
March 1, Ladenburg orientation,
$10; March 6, Michelstadt Easter
egg market, $29; March 8, Worms
orientation by tram; $10; March 8,
Mannheim orientation, $5; March
10, Speyer orientation, $10; March
11, shopping in Nove, ltaly, for
china, pottery and gift items, $99;
March 12, CeBIT Expo in Han-
nover (telecommunications trade-
show), $80; March 12, Strasbourg
sightseeing, $49; March 15, Wein-
heim orientation, $10; March 18,
Evelin's Wellness Spa with body
draining wrap, $29 transportation,
105 euros for procedure; March
19, Paris express, $84 adlts, $60
children
under 11;

h

20, Caracalla Therme in
Baden-Baden; $39; March 24-29,
Rome for Easter including city tour
of Florence, Rome's Vatican Muse-
um, Sistine Chapel, St Peter's

Basilica, The Forum and Coliseum,
and visit to Pisa, $549 adults, $529
children includes bus and guided
tours; single supplement $100.
Contact USO Darmstadt at DSN
348-7918; USO Heidelberg at DSN
370-7924; or USO Mannheim at
DSN 385-3195.

Italy

USO NAPLES: April 9-15,
Greece tour by bus with visits to
Athens, loannina, Meteroa, Delphi,
Corinth, Epidaurus and Mycenea;
adults 598 euros; May 20-26, Egypt,
price TBA. One-day tours are also
available. Call DSN 626-5713 or
visit www.uso.org/naples.

USO ROME offers regular tours,
including: Roman Holiday, a
four-day tour with three nights in a
three-star hotel, Sundays through
Wednesdays (includes four meals
and free guided tours; $439 per
person with
discounts
available);
papal audi-
ence, every
‘Wednesday
(free); Super City Tour, featuring the
Parthenon, Trevi Fountain and
Spanish Steps, two days a week;
Romawalk, a three-hour walking
tour, two times a week; a com-
plete view of Vatican City, six days
a week; a visit into the ancient
Christian catacombs below Rome
and to St. Paul's, twice a week;
van and walking tour of the Colosse-
um with a walk through the Roman
Forum, four days a week; Rome
After Dark, 7 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, includes dinner; Monu-
ments of Rome seven days a
week; Ancient Rome (Capitol Hill,
Roman Forum, Colosseum, Basilica
of St. Paul's), seven days a week;
Christian Rome catacombs, seven
days a week; llluminated Rome
(with and without dinner), seven
days a week; Naples, Capri and
Sorrento day trip, every day; ‘ﬁvo\i
day trip, four times a week. Cal
(+39) (0) 6-686-4232 for more |nfo

r check www.uso.it for prices and
times.

Let’s Go

Dan Brown’s Rome

Fans of Dan Brown’s new
novel, “Angels and Demons,”
‘might want to follow in the foot-
steps of the main characters
across Rome and follow mysteri-
ous clues on a tour led by June
Hager May 24 to 31.

Hager has just returned to the
United States after spending 20
years in Rome reporting on
Vatican politics and culture.

The tour follows the trail of
Baroque art and ancient sym-
bols. Hager will explain the sites
in the context of imperial Rome,
early Christian Rome, Papal
Rome and modern Rome. The
excursions will take place in the
mornings, leaving the afternoons
free for personal exploration.

The cost is $1,696 per person,
double occupancy, and includes
seven nights’ hotels, breakfasts,
morning walks and transfers
from airport. Contact GoOnTour
at telephone (530) 758- 4510,
(916) 448-1951, (800) 255-4567,
or e-mail Karen@davisville
travel.com. The Web site is
‘www.GoOnTour. com.

Go to China

Head east April 9 to 16 on a
tour to Beijing and Xi'an, China,
with the Air Force 435th Ser-
vice’s RTT. Check out the Forbid-
den City, climb the Great Wall
and look over the thousand
Terra Cotta Warriors.

Cost is 1,399 euros per person,
double occupancy, and includes
round-trip flight from Frankfurt,
half-board, the famous sights in
and around Beijing, a flight to
Xi'an and a tour of the Terra
Cotta Warriors excavation and
assistance of an RTT tour escort.

For details, contact RTT at
DSN 480-6330 or civilian (+49)
(0) 6371-463 650 or check the
Web at www.RTTTravel.com.

Intuitive musie

If you have an interest in an
“existential contact with music,”
you might be interested in the
Klang Visionen (Sound Visions)
series of concerts at the St.
Maternus church in Kéln. It runs
March 11 to 13.

International musicians from
different traditions will perform
solos and with others. According
to the Web site, the music will be
“intuitive, vital, experimental
and spontaneous.” Among the
performers are Irish singer
Noinn Ni Riain, Tunisian singer
and oud player Dhafer Youssef,
American Mark Nauseef, Dutch
clarinet player Tara Bouman,
British sax player Evan Parker,
Ttalian pianist Angelo Comisso,
German drummer Christian
Thome and German trumpet
player Markus Stockhausen.

The Koln Tourist Board is
offering a package for the con-
cert that must be booked by
March 1. It begins at 159 euros
per person, double occupancy,
and includes two nights’ hotel,
breakfasts, ticket to the concert
and a Koln welcome card.
AMEROPA also is offering pack-
ages that include train transpor-
tation.

For details, call (+49) (0)
221/221 30 400. The Web site is
http://hotline@koelntourismus.
de. The Web site is www.koeln
tourismus.de. The concert Web
site is www.aktivraum.de.
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Volksmarch

Listings come from brochures of IVV-sanctioned events that were either collected at volksmarches or mailed to Jennifer West by clubs wishing to
promote their events. Locations are noted in the host language whenever possible. More extensive lists are available in the IVV or DVV-IVV Terminliste.

he annual Rothenburg ob der
Tauber walk has arrived. Rothen-
burg, the best-known walled city in

iy, hosts 6. 11 or 20kl CountryTown Day(s) and Time(s) Code Km. __Starting Point Award Directional Reference
meter courses outside the city on both -
Saturday and Sunday as well isthe 13tn Austria
annual 11.kilometer old ity walk on Satur-  LUstenau Sal 0800-1300, Sun 0800-1200 BF  5&10  Radlerhalle Model £ of St. Gallen, CH
day that will wind volksmarchers through ~ France
the streets of Rothenburg. . Uckange Sun 0700-1400 F 10 GentreSocio-Cuure - No award S of Thionville
Start times are Saturday 7 a.m. until Uckange Sun 07001200 F 20 -Culturel  No award S of Thionville
noon for the 6-, 11- and 20-kilometer cours-  wingen/Lembach Sun 07001400 F 0820 Sals poheaions No avard N of Haguenau
es and noon until 5 p.m. for the city walk.
Sunday’s timesare 7 Gi@rmany
Jennifer West  a.m. until 2 p.m. for the Banfe Sun 0700-1300 CF29 5&12  Festhalle Certificate NRW, E of Siegen
——— > 6-and 11-kilometer Bezgenriet Sat & Sun 0700-1300 F 5,10,20 TV-Heim Drink bottle BWN, SE of Stuttgart
marches and 7 a.m. Dérfles-Esbach Sat 0700-1400, Sun 0700-1200  F 510,16 Tumhalle Beer mu FRO, NE of Coburg

until 1 pm. for the Diilmen Sat & Sun 0730-1230 F 5,10,20 Sporthalle AmBache  Wooden souvenir  NRW, N of Recklinghausen
p.m. Flacht Sun 0700-1400 FY  6,10,20 Festhalle Model Porsche BWN, NW of Stuttgart
longer 20-kilometer Hemmersdorf Sat 0700-1500, Sun 0700-1300  F 5810  Grenzandhalle No award SAR, NW of Saarlouis
course. There will also  Hemmersdorf Sat 0700-1400, Sun 0700-1200  F 15 Grenzlandhalle No award SAR, NW of Saarlouis
be 6- and 11-kilometer  Kelheim Sat 1200-1600, Sun 0700-1200 BFX  5&10  Hauptschule B-medal OPF, SW of Regensburg
Young Walker’s Tours ~ Kelheim Sat 1600-1800 BFTX 5&10  Hauptschule B-medal OPF, SW of Regensburg
¥ sa Minster-Sarmsheim ~ Sat & Sun 0700-1400 BCFX 5&10  Grundschule B-medal RP, S of Bingen
that will use the same T 0] Sun 0700-1300 F 5810  Grenzlandhalle Fabergé egg BWS, SW of Singen
routes. 5 . Rothenburg o.d. Tauber Sat 0700-1200, Sun 0700-1400 FPY  6&11  Sporthalle Beer mug FRM, S of Wiirzburg
This year’s half-liter  Rothenburg o.d. Tauber Sat 0700-1200, Sun 0700-1300  FPY 20 Sporthalle Beer mug FRM, S of Wirzburg
beer mug is the nextin  Rothenburg o.d. Tauber Sat 1200-1700 FPY 11 Sporthalle Beer mug FRM, S of Wirzburg
the club’s series of city ~ Schmelz Wed 0700-1600 F 5810  Primshalle No award SAR, NE of Saarlouis
epi N Schmi ive  Vilmar Sat & Sun 0700-1300 F 5,10,20 Schule Umbrella HE, E of Limburg
:sﬁ;ccsjﬂf,ﬂﬂ’}"‘fs::; ﬁ;‘ﬁ sﬁ%‘;‘s%ﬁ Is“c Waldmohr Sat & Sun 07001400 F 6810 TV-Halle No award RP, W of Kaiserslautern
; ) 1 the V: Waldmohr Sat & Sun 0700-1200 F 20 TV-Halle No awar RP, W of Kaiserslautern
while you're picking up your mug or hav-  wiesental Sat 0800-1400, Sun 0700-1300  FX 6&10  TSV-Sporthalle Model VW Touareg ~ BWN, SW of Heidelberg
ing a meal or drink. Wiesental Sat 0800-1200, Sun 0700-1300  FX 20 TSV-Sporthalle Model VW Touareg  BWN, SW of Heidelberg
As in previous years, certain museums
along the old town route will give you a Italy
discount when you present your IVV start  Borso del Grappa Sun 0800-0900 FX  6,12,20 Scuolo Medie Wooden pipe (500)  NE of Bassano
card. One place that is frequently visited Concamarise gun 0830-0900 F 6,12,18 gee misc. notes 1 kg rice SE of Verona
i i reazzo un 0800-0900 F 6.12,20 See misc. notes No award W of Vicenza
;x;d t"lke“‘ldb:’“l 5 ;lh;’ ]\gedu-:val Cn[me h Famna Sun 0800-1000 F 5814 Seemisc. notes Local item NE of Aviano
useum. In it, you'll find instruments such o, Sun 0900-1000 F 6,12,21 See misc. notes Flowering plant S of Rivignanno
as the torture chamber, various execution-
er’s axes and you can even have someone  Netherlands
take your picture while you position your- Sun 0800-1400 - 7&12  Camping Hommelheide No award N of Sittard
self in the stocks outside the entrance. Echt Sun 0800-1200 - 19&25 Camping Hommelheide No award N of Sittard
Then there’s the Doll and Toy Museum ~ Echt Sun 0700-1000 - 3 Camping Hommelheide No award N of Sittard
on Hofbronnengasse, just off the Markt- Echt Sun 0700-1000 M 42 Camping Hommelheide No award N of Sittard
platz. And what about climbing the Echt Sun 0700-0900 M 50 Camping Hommelheide No award N of Sittard
Rathaus tower and getting a bird’s-eye -
View of the city? If you're asking yourself GSwﬂzerIand Sat 1100-1500, Sun 0800-1200 5810 Markistibi No award SW of St. Gall
“How can I get all of this done in one day?” %2 & - Sun arkistibli o awar of St. Gallen
think about starting the old city walk at - Upited Kingdom
noon and you'll have time to see a few Darfield Sun 1030 - 5810  Cross Keys PH Souvenir E of Bamsley
places of interest. . Doncaster Sun 0930 - 58&15  The New Inn No award NE of Rotherham
The club expects 7,000 to 8,000 folks if Marder Sun 0900-1000 B 10&20  Village Hall Souvenir Near Upavon/NW of Andover
the weather cooperates. The majority of Southoe Sun 1000-1100 - 10&20  The Three Horseshoes No award NE of Bedford

Americans descend on the city for the
Saturday old town walk. With that many
participants, the start hall gets absolutely

GENERAL CODES GERMAN STATE/REGION CODES:

packed, and if you bring your dog, he/she
is liable to get stepped on. I'd leave Fido at
home and plan to arrive early to beat the
crowds.

Whether you choose to walk the trails
outside this city or the Saturday old town
walk within, plan to spend some part of
your weekend in Rothenburg.

E-mail Jennifer West at volksmarch@mail.estripes.osd.mil.

B - Awards from past events
available (B-medals).

C- Bring 3 cup for fres retrest
ments at the con
o Shcwer/Wash faci

jes a! start

3

e ree retresmment at contros
points.
M- Marathon or long-distance

N Nurd:c walkmg event.

s - Shorter trail noted as stroller-

friendly.

T- EveningNight walk, carry a
lashlight.

X - Award available while supply

lasts.

W- Course sultable for wheei-

v- Young Walkers'-Tour o
Bambini-Liga event.

29 Reduced price of 290 euros
for start card & certificat
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All inclusive
airfares!

No additional charges.
What you see is what you pay!

Compare and SAVE!

ONLINE BOOKING 24/7 at
www.RTTtravel.com

RTT RAMSTEIN

ey rm
A

ATT SEMBACH
B

BARITLI TOURS
Istanbul, €468

Round-trip flight. transfe

breakiasts, tour package and aplional ex
Cappadocia, €598

Round-trip flight, trans! in Turkey, thre
breakiasts, excursion package

South of Turkey, €498 and up

3.5 - Reduced price of 3. 5l7 euros
de

SHH - Schieswig-Holstein/ Hamburg
NDS - Niedersachsen/Berlin
NRW - Nordrhein-! Wes"alen

RP - Rheinland-Pfal:

HE - Hessen

SAR - Saarland

BWN - Baden-Wiirttemberg Nord
BWS - Baden-Wiirttemberg Stid
THS -

Th hsen
- Obertranken (Upper Franken)
FRM - Mittelfranken (Middle Franken)

Round-trip flight. transfers in Turkey, four avernights in & § star hotel with

halfboard, and excursion package.

Ancient Sites of Western Turkey, €999

Round-rip flight, transfers in Turkey, six overnights in 4 star hotels with

halfboard, and

.RTTtravel.

FRU- Unlertranken (Lower Franken)
en

NDB - Niedert ayern
MOB - Miinchen-Oberbayern

US -DOLLAR
e *FLYNOW PAY LATER”
SEJISON 20FEB 05 - 31 MAR 0!
Departure to | from Germany Roundtrip
Atlanta € 267|Los Angeles € 313
Boston
Charlotte
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01805 988 333
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Locking for 2 travel agant

Book online

www.abctravel.de
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Calendar

COMPILED BY
JAYNE TRAENDLY
Special to Stars and Stripes

Listings are the latest information
available at press time, but are
subject to change. It's wise to check
with the local tourist board to confirm
details of the event before traveling.

AUSTRIA

www.austria-info.at

VIENNA: Johann Strauss ball,
March 19.

VIENNA: Dream on ice, through
March 6. Ice skating at City Hall.
RAURIS: Intenational Dog Sleigh
Race on the Gold trail, Feb. 26-27.
INNERKREMS: Dog sled race
championship, March 11-13.
VIENNA: Easter market, March
12-23. Castle Schénbrunn

HALL: Easter festival, March 14,
19, 24-25.

VIENNA: OsterKlang Festival,
March 18 - 28.

SALZBURG: Easter festival, March
19-28.

BELGIUM

www.visithelgium.com
THROUGHOUT the country: Anni-
versary of 175 years of indepen-
dence, through

BRUSSELS, WALLONIA Beer
2005, through 200!

STAVELOT: Mid—Len( camiva\,
March 6.

BRUSSLES: Festival of fantastic
film, March 11-26.

TOURNAI: Flower market, March
2s5.

CZECH REPUBLIC

www.visitczechia.cz

PRAGUE: Easter markets, March
18-April 8. Old Town and Wenc-
eslas Squares

PRAGUE: Accordion festival, April
8-12.

ENGLAND
‘www.visitbritain.com

LONDON: National wedding show,
Feb. 25-27. Olympia

LONDON: Winter bearfest, Feb.
27. Kensington Town Hall
LONDON: Intemational dive show,
March 5-6. ExCel Docklands.
BIRMINGHAM: Crufts dog show,
March 10-13. NEC.

LONDON: Classicalive, March
18-23. Classical music and instru-
ments exhibit, Olympia.

LONDON: Stitch 2005, March
31-April Olympia.

Best bet:
Strong beer

Is the cold weather making
you feel a bit low on energy?
Follow the tradition the monks
of old did in Munich, Germa-
ny, during this Lent season
and fill up on steins of
“strong” beer. This nutritious
liquid with about 705 calories
per liter saw them through
their period of abstinence in
more ways than one — its
alcohol content is 7.5 percent.
Not one to break a good habit,
the city is holding its annual
Strong Beer season through
March 20 in several of its beer
cellars, the most famous being
the Salvator (Paulaner am
Nockherberg) and Lowenbrau
Kellers. For information, con-
tact the Munich Tourist Board
at (+49) (0) 89/233 0300. The
Web site is ww

de.
— JAYNE TRAENDLY

FRANCE

www.francetourism.com

METZ: Flea markel April 2, 16;
May 7, 21.6 am.-1 pm

MENTON Lemon Ies!\val through
Feb. 2

PARIS: C\Iy marathon, April 10.

GERMANY

‘www.germany-tourism.de
MUNICH: Strong beer season,
through March 20. Lswenbrau
Keller.

MICHELSTADT: Easter egg market,
March 5-6.

NURNBERG Bikers World, March

HANNOVER CeBit, March
10-16. Computer fair.
HAMBURG: Carnival, March
18-April 17. Dom

HEIDELBERG: Long night of the
museums, March 19.
NURNBERG: Easter market,
March 11-28.

NEU-ANSPACH (Hessenpark):
Easter egg market, March 19-20.
BENSHEI: Irish music festival,
March 20.

HEIDELBERG: Spring festival, April
1-30.

HUNGARY

ril 3.
BIRMINGHAM: Go Fishing, April
1-3. Angling fair.

EUDAPEST Sprmg |es||va| March
19-April
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HOLLOKO: Easter festival, March
27-28.

IRELAND

www.travel.ie
DUBLIN: St. Patrick's Day festival,
March 16-20.

ITALY

‘www.italiantourism.com
FLORENCE: Explosion of the cart,
March 27.

ROME: City marathon, March 13.
VENICE: Su e zo per | ponti, March
27. Runs in the city.

VENICE: St. Mark's Day, April 25.

THE NETHERLANDS

www.holland.com/uk
AMSTERDAM: Hiswa, March 1-6.
Water sports fair

MAASTRICHT: European fine arts
fair, March 4-13.

ROTTERDAM: City marathon, April
10.

‘We are back with a beautiful
and wide selection of

handmade Turkish, Persian,

Oushak and Pakistan

® Large Varicty
® Best prices

No Interest lay away plan!

# Please compare prices and
quality thPa i
your carpel
Open house Feb 25, 26, 27, 28
Time: 10:00am - 8:00pm
Phone: 06371 - 943227
Email: yugomgom(dttnet.net.tr

ore purchasing

Young people frolic in Venice’s St. Mark’s Square on Monday. In the background is St. Mark’s Basilica.

SCOTLAND

www.visitscotland.com
‘GLASGOW: Interational comedy
festival, March 10-26.
EDINBURGH: Easter festival,
March 24-28.

HAWICK (Bcvdérs): Reivers festival,

March 25-27. Historical festival.
SPAIN

A in.co.uk
VALENCIA: Las Fallas, March
14-19.

THROUGHOUT the country: Holy
Week, March 20-27.

SEVILLE: Spring fair, April 12-17.
BARCELONA: City marathon, April

SWITZERLAND

www.switzerlandtourism.ch

ENGADIN: Cross-country marathon,

March 13.
BERN: Museum night, March 18.
GENEVA: Car show, March 3-13.

Einstein exhibition

The Stiftung Neue Synagoge
Berlin-Centrum Judaicum in
Berlin will be showing an
exhibition on Albert Einstein
March 8 to May 6 and Sept. 1
to 30 as part of the Albert
Einstein Year in Germany.

The exhibit is titled “relative
Jewish, Albert Einstein —
Jew, Zionist, Nonconformist”
and shows the famous physi-
cist’s relationship to Judaism.

There also will be a series of
lectures to accompany the
show and during the summer,
a series of concerts that honor
musicians and performers
persecuted by the Nazis.

Contact the foundation at
telephone (+49) (0) 30/880
28451. The e-mail is office@
cjudaicum.de. The Web site is
www.cjudaicum.de.

— JAYNE TRAENDLY

What are you going to do with your kids this summer?

The very first American-style summer camp
located en the sunny coast of the Adriatic in Croatia,
For children aged 8 - 16 with good English,
from Europe and the world.

What your child can expect:

* Structured, safe environment
« English as the official camp language
* Cohesive cabin groups with mixed nationalities
« Trained counselors from the US and Europe
+1:6 counselor to camper ratio
+Wide variety of waterfront activities and sports programs
* New Teen High Adventure Program!

* FUN

For any questions or a sample of what the camp is |

visit:

www.CampCalifornia.com 2=

cCusA

Or e-mail us at: Info@CampCalifomia.com

ccusa
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STRIPES SERVICE DIRECTORY

your daily guide to navigating
the European Business Market

FOR INFORMATION ON GROWING YOUR BUSINESS WITH THE SERVICE DIRECTORY
CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT CIV: 06155-601203 or DSH: 349-8203
or EMAIL: adamss@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Attorneys 886 _| Travel Agencies 1002
T T
FSL Attorney Joe Maiss @m NEED A
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US & German Divan R 2

STy = T
Tax. Proate, TenarvLandlord Dispuies A'rﬁ\lm it Eropge)
. oil: maiss@hd-law.de [LAS Fates steg s € 340 ingl. Tax
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cwss €349 incl. Tax

LAW OFFICES JOSEPH K. KELSO
U'S. Attorney at Law
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Employment Law, Administrative Boards,
Personal injury and Medical Malpractio Tort

Claims, International Co
voration Lo
0505 Franktur am in
rl: (06108) 79 75 79 m (06108) 79 96 2

www.court- martlal defense.com

Law

es|
: 301072 || Fas
David.Court@T-online.de £, Frankfurt, Germany

[Phone: (069)
T

Auto Parts 180

-0 —
(' DEPENDABLE, COURTEOUS & PROMPT )
. Simply the Best Service Around!
«mm Try Us and See!

awmariay Serving those who serve America since 1971

uulo com

\__rh 516,822,686+ 6-mall fo@dmautacom
T

Internet Services

[INTWRNET ACCESS
@ www.greennet.de
e DSL Flat Rate €29.90
Unlimited Time & Volume or
2 Internat Dial Up Connection

Phone: 06731-2348
i

STARSw#STRIPES

Your Hometown Newspaper

for private party customers

starting March 1,2005.

Ads may be submitted

via post, fax, email, or in person.
Fax: Germany 06155-601-376
Outside Germany +49 6155-601-376
DSN 349-8376

. €359 incl. Tax

Call toII lree 0800 FLY 2 USA

| Mo-Fr 8am-10pm + Sa-Su 10am-
i
0631.370330
08134-293930
0864181111

Discounted Seats to
the States still available!

Call toll free 0800- 5878359

'\/ (1]

[Vl VdMORE !

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:0¢
$a09:00-13.00

| CEEERET [ WV 069 743 090 10

BANDWIDTH TRAVEL
A new company meeting

all your airline travel needs.
Opening hours Mo-SA from 8am - 6pm

For Reservations Call: 06781 50 82 759

Long Distance
Service

660

Buy

Stripes this
KUWAIT Cell:

Sunday ||| \i3 DSN Optr:
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TURKEY:
get your
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gn Up and get a

*Free

800 Number from the US!
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20c
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7.9¢c
9.9¢
29¢c
Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 hrs!
Credit Card/ US Bank Debit!
Itemized Monthly Biling!
24/7 Live Custormer Suppord

0-800-1826-224
800-872-252

Spain 900-961-539
US Direct | 1-402-392-7513
E-mail info@militel.net

INTERGLOBAL Shipping GmbH|
Specialized Shipping ofiram the US & Canada

uschold Good, Persondl Belngings

o Docks today!

mlo@\n(ergloba\shlppmg e
www.interglobalshipping.de

Tel (0421) 340650 Fax (0421)340 6565

Super Specials World Wide
Al Airlires
Specialyé Military Fares
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Last Minute Offers Araund the World

Call Christine 06202-270624
——
«iri_Military Travel International
Over a million airfares worldwide
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DISCOUNT FLIGHTS

Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan
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Travel Center
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Tax Assistance 940

|
Can Your Tax Guy
Get Money This Fast?

Instant Money.

With Instant Money, you can walk in
with your taxes and walk out with a
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Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

. it’s a SNAPI!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS t
1. Write an ad (be sure to include th
2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.

payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

m, price/or best offer (0B0) and phone number).

3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate

CONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD
24 hour e-mail service
mail.estripes.osd.m

:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.)

-mail:

Fax: German) 0 155-601-

Phone: (IV 06155-601 -447/328/212 or DSN 349-8447/8328/8212

Toll Free In Europe: i 0800-] mz ﬁmmany, oaon wu 271
Netherlands: oxoo»ozzzxm soo—

U.K.: 0800-085:

1-877-
Customer Service: 06155601437 or DSN 349-8437
AT i Ll D s

§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per line.

it will begin running the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays.

MONDAY DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY umun SEAN ADAMS A

TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY } CLASSIFlED ADVERTISING COUPON

WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY 14 lines/4 days @ $20 (14 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55

THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY § Business Name:

 Your Name: Phone #:

PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES i Address:

1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). § Visa/MC # (circle one): Exp.Date:

2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional Line). § { Category #: Run Date

3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). § g L L L
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Services Offered

952

SKY viewing
Card / Official Card

mobile 0172 66

679

1000

Travel 1000

Normandy B&B: Visit the D-Day beaches, Mont
St. Michel, historic Bayeax and stay in the
renovated Normandy home of a retired US military
family. Traditional charm and charncter, madem
convenjences und  truly wanm welcome. Prices
from € 40,00 per person, double occupancy, Visit
wwwnighty-night net or eall £033-231510320

8

FREE CLASSIFIEDS

Religious Activities
1

“www forsthaus-oberau.de
BARGE HOLIDAYS IN

deal_for families_and_groups,
Selfcatering. See us at
www johannacharters.com

BE ON TOP NEAR GARMISCH
oo

Boonre rak g . G

Rt sl osd !

iarpostCrainaude

I Adventist Military Worship Services in Europe

Join us for worship at (Pioneer Koserne) Hanau,
(Daenner Kaserne) Kaiserslauter, (Larson Barracks)
Kitzingen, (Tompkins Sarracks) _Heidelberg-
Schwetzingen, or at the Adventist Military Support
Center, Johann Klotz StraBe 13, 60528 Frankfurt
am Main, Germany.

We also worship at Aviano AFB aly.

nes and conractsco,
Cupl:ln Eaiaror.

g b il | Jobs Offered 630

free wine tasting. Call |

06726~ 1508 or emall

Gervmesz i )|[ TERRITORY MANAGER
F/T Territory Manager needed to sell and

Stripes this
Sunday
and every
Sunday to
get your

scene!

service Military Retail exchanges in the

area. Responsibilities include writing orders;

—— What's your scene?

usSW‘““ﬁ

MUSIC
ARS A ZSTRPES

@

Buy Stripes this Sunday and

every Sunday to get your scene!

%

JobsOffered 630

Career it

Established auto dealership with mare than 30
years experience selling premium European
military Is looking for a sales
representative, wIU\  opportunity 10 advance to

cars to the L

driving sales, as &
managingemployees. Product include the
leading brands ~of prestige fragrances,
consumer electronics, apparel & giftware. ID
Card a plus. Starting @ $32K (salary
negotiable) plus Car Allowance & Expenses.
end resume to shance@mssco.com or call
06134-26709

Do You Want To Earn S‘IOOO or Mme"

es
Daily Bundle Delivery
Pickup: Your Home in Aviano
Drop off: Maniago (Private Home), Area 1,
Area 2, and Flight Line
Delivery Times: 0500 - 0900 Daily
###* Vehicle with 400Kg payload capacity
Required for this position!!! (SUV or larger)
For more details please call District Manager:
Mark Michanowicz: 348-854-2505
or leave a message: 0444515-358

Do You Want To Earn $1000 or More?
Contractor position opel
European Stars and Stripes
Daily Bundle Delivery
Pickup: Florence Autostrada Junction
Drop off: Pontesserchio and Camp Darby
Delivery Times: 0500 - 0900 Daily
#**xVehicle with 400Kg payload capacity
[
For more details please call District Manager:
Mark Michanowicz: 348-854-2505
or leave a message: 0444515-358

Do You Want To Earn $1000 or More?
Contractor position open:
European Stars and Stripes
Daily Mail Contractor
Pickup: Head Quarters Stars and Stripes
Drop off: Frankfurt Airport
Delivery Times: 21:00 - 02:00 Daily

ehicl with 400Kg payload capacity
Required for this posi

For more details please call :
Robert Reismnn: DSN 349-8430 or Civ 06155-601430
Van Rowell: DSN 349-8477 or Civ 06155-601477

g Lo Stwittgart / Warzburg.

The successful applicant will be a smart,
ambitious individual with management
potential who is not afraid to shoulder
responsibility, He ar she will probably be a
native English speaker who also speaks good
German, Some sales experience would be
an advantage.

We offer excellent eamings potential, with
the possibility of promation, as well as the
opportunity to work in 2 friendly, international
company;

Please apply in writing to: jobstgt@aol.com or
Cars International, Larry Miller, Bondorferweg
53a, 70569 Stuttgart

for private party customers.
starting March 1,2005.

sy e st o pot. o el e,
Fax: Germany 06155-601-376
Outside: Germany +49.6155-601-376
DSN 349-8376
stripes.osd.mil

STARS 144/ STRIPES

Email: ClasAder

Your Money

Learn how to manage it better.
Get stock listings, exchange rates, financial
tips and business information everyday.
STARS\“?ST RIPES
Your Hometown Newscooer

L

Jobs Offered 630

L L
Assistant Director for USAF Programs, Logistics and Trai

Seeking a self starter with 10 years of greater USAF rotary

wing experience in ILS and training to lead companies logistics

and training program for a major USAF procurement. Position
located in Northern Virginia area.

9

Send or fax resume, salary requirements, and availability to:

M Malone
2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 1114
Arlington, VA 22202
Fax number: 703-243-0885

THAM TODAYI
Supervisory General Lcdgl:r Accountant
(

K Suhlry
Opening Dat: January 26, 2005
Closing Date: March 9, 2005

Qualifications:
BA in Accounting or equivalent, which
includes 24 hours of accounting and/or 32
hours accounting, related courses.

Open 1o US ciizens Only who are not ordinarily resident.
Open to local hires only. Living Quarters allowance and
moving expenses are not authorized.

How To Apply

Fax Resume:

InPerson

1S AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
ACCOMODATIONS ARE PROVIDED T0
S WITH DISSABILITIES

1149 01-6155-601433207
e MOBN2T

ManTech

Telecommunications and Information
Systems (.ﬂrpuwmn
MANTECH OPMAS-E
Vacancies / Maintenance Department

MenTech is currenly accepting resumes for th following:

Specialst Automated TestEquipment (Esy Reauisiton # 4461BR
Must have eight ve;\rs experience performing the highest level of depot repair of nommnmnanows
f which rograms used with

ad one et cperince usngcompues n e Windows NT or UNIX environments. Must have an
in Electro
Miltary or civlan training n mgum lectionics of wich 24 months must be from a US miltry
approved trining facilty.

r. Spec. C-E Malmenance (TESA) Requisition # 6737BR

Location: Man
T pplant mus Rve it yers xperionce peroring te ighest vl of degt ropaison
digital microwave radio systems/equipment, an Associates degree in Electronics Technology or
Science desireable, and have completed 36 months of advanced miltary or equivalent
ivian training in this fied. Individual performs the ighest level of repair support fom system
dowin to component level) accomplishing major equipment overhaus or complete rebuild of parts,
sssembles, aesamies and e s o i comuncztons - <tk -
nd synchronous optical network (SONET). Responsibities include but are ot limited to
wnspectmw roubleshooing, repairing, motying, reverse engineering, overhauling, aligning, and
calibrating complex and inticate microwave equipment.

Al applicants must be US. Gitizens, qualify o currently hold a US. security clearance, and
must be able to qualiy for and operate Government provided light vehicies.

Appiicants should visit ManTech's website at employment opportuites for additinal informaion on
the specied requisiton #. Applicants then enter thir resume on the electronic system and notify and
confirming the request fo consideration; speciy positon tile and Requisiton # on subject ine.

ManTech is an EO/AA employer, M/F/DN urged to apply.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

All who returned fire deserving

1 just left Iraq about a week ago. While
in country, my team was assigned to
Camp Baker in Najaf. We had seven sepa-
rate engagements with the enemy. All of
the soldiers in my platoon fired their
weapons after receiving incoming fire
into our compound.

On average, the incoming was limited
to mortar fire and we engaged the enemy
mortar teams. On a few occasions, the
enemy fired small arms back at us.

So1 have a hard time buying the guide-
lines for the new Close Combat Badge.
This is an asymmetric war where, often-
times, the enemy determines when and
where the combat occurs.

On one hand, the Army is starting to
put every recruit regardiess of military
occupation specialty through a more-in-
fantry-based boot camp and is harping
that everyone is a rifleman first. This is a
good thing but, on the other hand, offi-
Cals are saying with this new badge that
combat is still reserved for combat arms
MOSs. These guidelines seem like a step
back, not a step forward toward a new

y.

I also disagree with the name of the
badge. I think it should be named the
Combat Rifleman Badge. And instead of
having a knife on the badge, which
evokes images of hand-to-hand fighting,
the badge should have an AR-15, since

this is the current weapon of issue in this

Unfonunalely, it looks like this new
badge will not be for any of my soldiers,
since we were a signal platoon. Nor does
it seem to be for the military policemen
who risked their lives out at the police sta-
tions in Najaf, or the transportation folks
who got all shot up trying to get into the
city and to our camp.

I hope the Army thinks this one
through a bit more and makes the badge
for anyone, regardless of MOS, who actu-
ally took fire and returned it. Don’t pun-
ish us because of our MOS; reward us for
stepping up and acting like riflemen first.

First Lt. Bart Love
Camp Baker, Iraq

Every Gl is on front lines

The infantry, Special Forces, combat
engineers, artillery, armor and cavalry
are not the only members of the Army
who fight. These military occupational
specialties are supported by a small, and
often overlooked, group of individuals.
These people are members of Combat
Service Support.

The Army forgets that these support
troops often accompany the war fighters
into battle. All Special Forces groups,
Ranger battalions and armor units, to
name a few, take these support soldiers
with them. When units such as Special
Forces come under fire, be it direct or in-
direct, support soldiers are there. We not
only man the radios in the signal center,
we also man-pack the radios into places
where bullets fly.

Dooneshury Flashbacks

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

During my time in special operations, I
have found that Special Forces provides
support troops with realistic training op-
portunities necessary to maintain profi-
ciency in combat survival skills. What
support troops want is official recogni-
tion from the Department of the Army
for our actual participation in direct com-
bat.

In today’s world, there is no forward or
rear area. Every soldier is on the front
lines. War in the modern age means
‘more support troops will find themselves
in combat. Combat support troops in-
clude Army aviation, Army Corps of En-
gineers, quartermaster corps, medical
corps, transportation corps, ordnance
corps and the signal corps, just to men-
tion a few. Why can’t the new Close Com-
bat Badge, or CCB, be authorized for all
non-infantry soldiers who have come
under fire and who are assigned to infan-
try, Special Forces and Ranger battalions
or other similar units? This would in-
clude soldiers who have engaged in com-
bat alongside their direct-action counter-
parts.

Do the men and women of the above
listed corps not share these same hard-
ships? Many do not, but a small percent-
age do and this small group has fought
and died alongside the infantry.

Some people will say that T am crying.
To them I say, “fine.” But for those of us
who have seen some combat, we take
pride in having done so. And, like any-
thing you take pride in, you want the
world to know. To support soldiers every-
where, I don’t expect anything to come of
this. But one day we will stand equal with
those certain combat arms soldiers with
whom we fought, bled and died.

Sgt. 1st Class Charles F. Grubb
Fort Bragg, N.C.

Wyoming supports troops

I was recently in the Big Horn Basin
area of Wyoming and would like to point
out the level of appreciation for the
troops deployed around the world.

One specific comment that comes to
mind was from a 90-year-old woman,
which was: “We are kind of sheltered
from what is going on around the rest of
the world, but we sure do appreciate all
that you folks are doing for us.”

T can honestly say that I did not see a
vehicle without a troop support magnet,
sticker, flag, etc. It was very uplifting to
see that large amount of people showing
caring support.

Thanks, Wyoming.

Staff Sgt. Flores Richard
Heidelberg, Germany

AAFES can’t spin away taxes

A few days ago, I read a letter to the edi-
tor (“AAFES often wins comparison,”
Feb. 22) that indicated Pacific Air Forces
Army and Air Force Exchange Service
gas stations are providing $2 coupons to-
ward purchases of eight or more gallons
of gas. Can anybody out there confirm
this?

1 inquired about this policy on the
AAFES Web site customer service page,
but haven’t received any response from
them. If it's true, why don’t we get the
same benefit here in U.S. Air Forces Eu-
rope?

T also noticed on American Forces Net-
work’s “On Assignment” that an AAFES
rep was discussing gas prices, and it ap-
peared she was going over the reasons
why we’re paying more than the stateside
average price for gas. Why does AFN
need to do a spot on gas prices, when we
all know that we’re paying 40 to S0 cents
of U.S. federal and state tax on gas here
in Europe. Average stateside prices are
based on after-tax costs. AAFES is sup-
posed to be tax-free, but ask yourself if
things are really as they seem.

A tax is a tax is a tax, no matter how
AAFES reps spin the story.

Why can’t AAFES just come out and
say that it’s basing prices on after-tax av-
erage prices? At least then we'd all know
the true story, and AAFES could pull the
commerecials that tout “tax-free savings.”

Master Sgt. Burl Stubblefield
Ramstein Air Base, Germany

Change ‘separation allowance’

1 am responding to “Separation allow-
ance not clear,” (letter, Feb. 7). I under-
stand 100 percent where the letter writer
is coming from.

Tam also a National Guard soldier who
is stationed in Kosovo. I am divorced
with two children and I had to give my
daughters to my ex-wife. Well, I was also
told that I don’t qualify for family separa-
tion allowance. Last time I checked, my
daughters are my family.

What this family separation says to me
is that kids are not family unless you are
married. I believe the writer of “Separa-
tion allowance not clear” is right. They
should change it to spousal separation. It
would relieve the confusion and would
be politically correct to do so.

Spe. Jeffrey M. Wynn
0s0v0
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OPINION

Keeping enemy at bay substitutes for victory

BY ANDREW J. BACEVICH

mericans of a certain age will re-

call Douglas MacArthur’s pithy

aphorism: “There is no substitute

for victory.” The remark captures
an essential element of our military tradi-
tion. When the United States goes to war, it
fights to win, to force the enemy to do our
will. To sacrifice our soldiers’ lives for any-
thing less — as MacArthur charged was the
case in Korea and later unambiguously be-
came the case in Vietnam — smacks of
being somehow un-American.

But among the various official statements
being issued to explain events in Iraq, any
‘mention of military victory has become nota-
ble by its absence. Tacitly — unnoticed even
by the war's critics — the Bush administra-
tion has all but given up any of

can extricate ourselves before our over-
stretched forces suffer irreparable damage.

Optimists are placing their hopes on a
crash program to create a new Iraqi security
force that just might permit us in a year or
50 to begin reducing the size of our garrison.
Pessimists have their doubts. But virtually
no one is predicting we will be even remote-
1y close to crushing the insurgency. The deci-
sive victory promised by the war’s advo-
cates back in March 2003 — remember all
the talk of “shock and awe”? — has now
slipped beyond our grasp.

Of course, following the heady assault on
Baghdad, the conflict took an unexpected
turn — precisely as wars throughout history
have tended to do. As a consequence, today a
low-tech enemy force estimated at about
10 000 ﬁghters has stymied the mightiest

defeating the enemy with whom we are en-
gaged.

In the early days of the insurgency, Lt.
Gen. Ricardo Sanchez vowed to use “whatev-
er combat power is necessary to win,” dis-
playing all the pugnacity of a George Patton
or Stormin’ Norman Schwarzkopf. “That’s
what America expects of me,” declared
Sanchez in December 2003, “and that’s what
I'm going to accomplish.” Senior command-
ers no longer make such bold promises. Nor
do senior civilian officials in Washington.

Indeed, today the Bush administration’s
aim is not to win but to relieve itself of re-
sponsibility for waging a war that it began
but cannot finish. Debate in national securi-
ty circles focuses not on deploying war-win-
ning technologies or fielding innovative tac-
tics that might turn the tide, but on how we

the world has ever
seen. To be sure, the adversary cannot de-
feat us militarily. But neither can we defeat
it. In short, U.S. troops today are no longer
fighting to win, but simply to buy time: This
has become the Bush administration’s substi-
tute for victory. Worse, in a war such as in
Iraq, time is more likely to work in the other
guy’s favor.

Whether this reality has yet to fully sink in
with the majority of the American people is
unclear. No doubt President Bush hopes the
citizenry will continue to snooze. Better to
talk about Social Security reform and ban-
ning gay marriage than to call attention to
the unhappy fact that we are spending sever-
al billion dollars per month and losing, on av-
erage, two soldiers per day — not to prevail
but simply to prolong the stalemate. More-
over, if the administration gets its way, we
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can expect that expenditure of blood and
treasure to continue for many months, until
there emerges an Iraqi government able to
fend for itself or Iraq descends into chaos.
Pending the final judgment, this much we
can say for sure: Two years after the dash on

So too must we. Our effort to do so should
begin with the admission that the idea, pro-
moted during the heady spring of 2003, that
through the aggressive use of military
power the United States might transform
the Islamic world and cement U.S. global

was a delusion. It

Baghdad gly affirmed the
ty of the U.S. armed forces, the actual limits
of American power now lay exposed for all
to see. Our adversaries, real and potential,
are no doubt busy contemplating the implica-
tions of those limits.

remains a delusion today.

Andrew J. Bacevich is professor of international
relations at Boston University and author of

e New American Militarism: How Americans
Are Seduced by War.” This column first appeared
in the Los Angales Times.

Bush right to seek to influence hearts and minds

BY JAMES K. GLASSMAN
Scripps Howard

hile President Bush has sent

Congress a budget that keeps

the growth of discretionary pro-

grams below the rate of infla-
tion, he has proposed increasing outlays on
public diplomacy by about one-fifth.

That's a smart move, and it shows that
something important is changing in the sec-
ond term.

As Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
said last month, “Public diplomacy will be a
top priority for me and for the professionals
Tlead.” It's about time.

Public diplomacy, or PD, is the promotion
of the national interest by informing, engag-
ing and influencing people around the
world. In the past, with institutions such as
Radio Free Europe and the U.S. Information
Agency, we had no equal, and PD played a
key role in winning the Cold War. No won-
der. The United States is home to Hollywood
and Madison Avenue, to state-of-the-art mar-
keting research and political campaigns. We
know how to communicate.

Of course, policy counts most, and many
foreigners simply disagree with our policies
— in Iraq, on the environment, on trade. But
we have a better chance of winning them
over if we explain ourselves well — a task
that is practically impossible right now. The
problem isn’t the State Department. It's big-
ger. Public diplomacy lacks strategic direc-
tion, clear goals, a method of assessing
whether programs are working, and money.

But there’s no doubt that Rice under-
stands this and is out to fix it, and the presi-
dent’s current trip to Europe reflects her
new emphasis. The road to Brussels was
paved, by Rice herself and others, with
smooth and effective use of public (ds well
as official) diplomacy. Even the antagonistic
New York Times headlined Sunday, “Opin-
ion Is Softening on Divided Continent.”

Some call public diplomacy “soft power,”
but that’s nonsense. In addition to long-term
projects such as exchange programs for stu-
dents and foreign officials, PD can be tough
and aggressive and immediate.

Imagine, for example, a kind of rapid-re-
sponse truth squad, which would immediate-
ly counter the hundreds of lies and distor-
tions about the United States that appear
each day in the world press.

In 2003, I served on the Advisory Group
on Public Diplomacy for the Arab and Mus-
lim World, a commission established by Con-
gress and headed by a respected ambassa-
dor, Edward Djerejian, who served presi-
dents of both parties. What we found was
shocking. Among other things, the United
States has fewer than a half-dozen Arabic
speakers who can debate policy on TV in the
Middle East.

Public diplomacy played a big role in win-
ning the Cold War but, after the Berlin Wall
came down, the magnificent PD apparatus

was dismantled, bit by bit, by left and right.
During the 1980s and 1990s, staffing
dropped by one-third and funding, adjusted
for inflation, by one-fourth.

“A process of unilateral disarmament in
the weapons of advocacy over the last de-
cade,” said the Djerejian report, “has con-
tributed to widespread hostility toward
Americans and left us vulnerable to lethal
threats to our interests and our safety.”

Most of this disarmament occurred dur-
ing the Clinton administration. But in the
first term of George W. Bush, public diplo-
macy did not receive the attention it de-
served. I can forgive the president and his
advisers; they were hustling to restore the
military readiness that had also been ne-
glected under Clinton. Still, the top PD post
in the State Department went unfilled for
nearly two years.

Now, Bush and Rice have signaled that
they are serious about restoring PD to its
rightful place in the nation’s armamentari-

um. In her prepared statement at confirma-
tion hearings last month, Rice said, “We
need to do much more to confront hateful
propaganda, dispel dangerous myths and
get out the truth. We will increase our ex-
changes with the rest of the world. And
Americans should make a serious effort to
understand other cultures and learn foreign
languages. .... If our public diplomacy efforts
are to succeed, we cannot close ourselves off
from the world.”

Even with the proposed increases, public
diplomacy remains, as the Djerejian report
said, “absurdly and dangemusly underfund-

. in this time of pe ut money isn’t
the whole problem. PD needs first and fore-
most, to be taken seriously in the White
House as a way to win the war against terror-
ism and the battle for global democracy and
prosperity. The signs, in the first month of
the new administration, are hopeful.

James K. Glassman s a fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute and host of the Web site
TechCentralstation.com.
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R.E.M. bassist suffering from infection

R.E.M. bassist Mike Mills has a severe ear infection,
but should be well enough for the band to resume its Euro-
pean tour, singer Michael Stipe said.

e band canceled a concert in
Shefﬁeld, northern England, after
Mills fell ill with flu-like symptoms.
The show was rescheduled for June
15. A concert scheduled in Glasgow,
Scotland, also was called off.

Stipe said doctors had told Mills
he should be able to perform
Wednesday, when the band is due to
play in Birmingham, central En-
gland.

He said the bass player’s illness
began with a case of flu and evolved
into an inner-ear infection.

Rocker granted bail change to perform

Rock singer Pete Doherty, facing charges of robbery
and blackmail, was granted a change to his bail condi-
tions so he could play a Tuesday night concert.

Judge David Radford agreed to a
request that Doherty’s curfew of 10
p.m. to 7 a.m. be changed Tuesday
— for one night only — to midnight
to 7 am. Doherty was expected to
play at the Brixton Academy concert
venue in south London that evening.

Doherty, 25, former singer with
British band The Libertines, attend-
ed a preliminary hearing Monday at
Snaresbrook Crown Court in Lon-
don. He was arrested earlier this
month after a reported fracas at a
London hotel. The singer spent five
nights in police and prison cells before being released on
bail.

Doherty

Radford also granted a request that Doherty’s bond be
reduced from $280,000 to $185,000, but added that appli-
cations for a change to bail conditions should not be a
“too regular occurrence.”

Miss. legislators commend Faith Hill

Faith Hill can add lawmakers in her native Mississippi
to her legion of loyal fans.

Legislators on Monday commended Hill’s successful
music career after she spoke at the
state Capitol to promote a Mississip-
pi Arts and Entertainment Center in
Meridian.

“Today I stand here before you
with my heart filled with pride and a
sense of accomplishment,” the
37-year-old singer told members of
the state House and Senate.

Hill left Mississippi at 19 to pur-
sue a music career in Nashville,
Tenn. In 1993, her debut single,
“Wild One,” spent four weeks at No.
1 on the country music charts. Hill, a
native of Star, outside Jackson, has sold nearly 30 million
records worldwide.

“We honor you as we do

FRANK OCKENFELS/SHNS

The cast of "NYPD Blue": Dennis Franz as Detective Andy Sipowicz, Mark-Paul Gosselaar as Detective John Clark Jr., Gordon
Clapp as Detective John Medavoy, Bill Brochtrup as clerk John Irvin, Henry Simmons as Detective Baldwin Jones, Jacqueline
Obradors as Detective Rita Ortiz, Currie Graham as Lt. Thomas Bale and Bonnie Somerville as Detective Laura Murphy.

ABC is losing the blues

‘NYPD Blue’ and its characters prepare for March 1 exit

BY NOEL HOLSTON
Newsday (LATWP)

nlike a lion and out like ... well, if
not exactly a lamb, a much less
fearsome lion.

That's the arc that’s been tra-
versed by “NYPD Blue.” In 1993, the
ABC cop drama, with its blunt lan-
guage and flashes of nudity, scandal-
ized thousands of
viewers and seduced
millions more. O
March 1, it will end

and
because you truly are an ambassador of this state,” said

House Speaker Billy McCoy.

Buyer wants to create Carson memorial

The new owner of Johnny Carson’s childhood home in
Norfolk, Neb., is a private real estate company that wants
to turn it into a memorial.

Historic Properties Inc., based in
Norcross, Ga., bought the five-bed-
room house for an undisclosed price
in a deal sealed Friday, said compa-
ny spokesman Cal Oren. Carson,
who died Jan. 23 at 79, lived in the
house from ages 8 to 18.

“QOur primary motivation here was
as a tribute to Carson,” Oren said.

Jim Pruett of Brandon, S.D., and
Rick Runge of Sioux Falls, S.D.,
bought the home in March 2003 for
$150,000 and spent about $20,000
renovating it in hopes of selling it at

Carson

aprofit.

Runge said Monday that Pruett took over ownership
more than a year ago. Pruett didn’t immediately return a
telephone call seeking comment.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

its 12-season run in
lati t an

q
onymity.

Given the series’
now modest Nielsen
ratings and how ac-
customed  viewers
have become to its
modus operandi, it's
strange to recall that
the  show  once
scared off network af-
filiates by the dozens
and led at least one
Bible Belt minister to pray for the col-
lapse of his local ABC station’s broad-
cast tower.

“NYPD Blue” was meant to shock.
Producer-writer Steven Bochco, who
created the series with David Milch,
was determined to push the bound-
aries of broadcast TV further than he
had in “Hill Street Blues” or “L.A.
Law,” his biggest previous hits. But
Bochco also was agitating for more
honesty. He was done with putting
coy euphemisms such as “dog breath”
and “hair ball” into cops’ mouths.

“When you're doing a cop show,” he

&k Whe

told a gathering of TV critics in Los
Angeles in the summer of 1993, “and
youwre competing with cable, which
has a tremendous penetration into
homes now, I don’t think you can com-
pete unless you can paint with some of
the same colors that you can paint
‘with when you’re making movies.”

The color he favored was blue.

In the notorious pilot episode that

cs. 99

making movi

had many ABC affiliate managers
reaching for the Maalox, the blueness
‘manifested itself in testy, crude Detec-
tive Andy Sipowicz (Dennis Franz)
grabbing his crotch and inviting a
woman prosecutor to “Ipso this ...,” fol-
lowed by a reference to an incontinent
female dog. There were assorted epi-
thets involving private parts of the
human anatomy, and a scene of Detec-
tive John Kelly (David Caruso) and Of-
ficer Janice Licalsi (Amy Brenne-
man) exposing some of the same
while rolling about in bed. For all that,
however, the pilot’s edgiest sequence
— and the one that pointed to what

L you're doing a cop show and
you're competing with cable, which has
dan-  tremendous penetration into homes now,
1 don’t think you can compete unless
you can paint with some of the same colors
that you can paint with when you're

Steven Bochco
‘NYPD Blue’ producer-writer

would be the series’ enduring contri-
bution to TV drama — was

that showed a seething, dlslllus]nned
Sipowicz parked o ool in
afternoon, fdldllbucdlly kno(.kmg
back straight shots of whiskey.

“There was so much controversy
surrounding the show,” Bochco re-
called last month at a final session
with critics and reporters.

“And T think if
there had been any
wobble in the audi-
ence reaction to us,
I don’t know that
we would have sur-
vived three, four
weeks. But we were
virtually an instant
hit. And I knew that
creatively we were
enormously
strong.”

Bochco said that
while it wasn’t his
idea to make the
current season the
last, he didn’t fight
it when ABC broached the idea. “I
think for them it was partly [because]
the show wasn’t performing at a level
that they would have wished it would.
You know, it's a very expensive show.

“And T certainly felt that after 12
years, it wasn’t as if there was unfin-
ished business.”

But Bochco said there will still be
some loose ends.

“I don’t think at the end of our last
episode you'll feel that the life of this
precinct has stopped or ended. You
know it will continue on, but you just
‘won't get to visit it every week.”
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Horoscope

The sun and Uranus brush shoul-
ders at the cosmic coffee shop, and
it's “Hello, old friend, do catch me
up.” You could unexpected-
ly run into an old friend of
your own — or an old
habit, vivid memory or lost
piece of paper. The point is
to check in and realize
where you came from and
how far away you are from
there, mentally or physical-
ly.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 24). Your
sunny state of mind helps
you optimize your experi-
ences this year. Big money
springs from an opportunity to use
your unique talent in March. If you
watch your spending, you'll have
enough for a

4

Holiday

done. Employees, loved ones and
the general public respond to your
authority. You've definitely got style.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Prepare and do your homework.
Your willpower is the secret weap-
on. A sweetheart may use (annoy-

., ing) antics to get your
Mathis  atiention. Call'em as you
= seeem. Singles: Poten-
tial partners find your
ambition sexy.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Getting
started is half the battle
now. If all you do is
tackle the first task of a
new project, you've won.
Show your talent to the
right people. The ideal-
ism of a loved one is
more helpful than the pessimism of
an expert.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).

in July. Providing for future genera-
tions in your family is on your mind
and an achievable goal this year,
too.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Wouldn't it be nice o have a more
fulfiling social life? You certainly
deserve it, so put a little effort into
this sector of life. Think about who
your friends really are and whom
you would like to add to the roster.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
It's all out there — and you've got
to go out there to get it. Phone calls
bring new work, so start dialing!
Even cold calls are better than
none at all. There’s romantic poten-
tial with a Leo or Pisces.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
This is no time to be laid back. It
seems the aggressive will inherit
the Earth before the meek even
have their first cup of coffee. Set
the bar high. If you're willing to
practice, your talent brings acclaim.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The boundaries of a relationship
are being challenged. You want to
be loved, not possessed. Don't rush
matters of the heart — small steps
in the right direction eventually get a
relationship to the promised land.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You're
the cheerleader, the taskmaster
and the drill sergeant — whatever
persona is needed to get the job

‘our skills are put to
use. Establish communication with
someone you have admired from a
distance. Really, romantic competi-
tion is no competition for you. Taste
the good life tonight.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You say “tomato,” and your
pal says ‘“fom-ah-to,” but stylistic
differences are not enough to keep
a budding romance from going full
speed ahead. In fact, the more
different you are, the more attracted
you'll be.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). The way out of the current
dilemma is not the same way you
came into it. Your own vision is the
one to follow. Quietly leave the
others to their devices, and get
creative. Trust your artistry and
inventiveness.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You expect yourself to be brilliant,
and coincidentally, so does every-
one else! Luckily, delivering on
such expectations is something well
within your grasp. At work, don't
slack off

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
The past tugs at your conscience,
and the future tries to seduce you.
The challenge is to stay attentive to
what is happening now. If you can
do this, a workable action plan will
come to mind.,

Creators Syndicate
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JASON, TURN OFF I AM 6LoG MALBLOOD, NOT VERY HEAVY  YOU'RE LUCKY Eugene Sheffer Crossword
THE WARGUEST.  “TASoN"? LEVEL 2 ORE SHAMAN. FOR AN ORC, T CAN'T REAGH
IT'S BEDTIME, WHO 15 THIS NOW GO AWAY, HUMAN, ARE_WE, GLOG?  THE KEYBOARD,
D MHo S - € xexs 12 |3 4 s |6 |7 s [o [o i

OR T'LL BE FORCED To WIPE
THE FLOOR WITH You.

b,

SPEAK OF?

12 13 14

Foxtrot

STAY AWAY
FROM ANY BAR
WHERE THE BOUNCERS
HAVE To WEAR
BULLETPROOF VESTS.

il

STY

@ TOERE m NEEP ®
s W P H DIBPER? mruzsr 57 8
: k\ 50 61
0
s Across 61 Pair in 29 Whale's cousin
@ 1 Rock band’s need Tennessee? 30 Fairy-tale
2 opener
E g x:;pky a5 an Down 31 At hand
xouse 1 Matterhor, e.g. 33 Screams
2 Cattle call 35 “Chicago”
12 Privy .
3 Mama Bear's Iyricist
13 Sicilian spouter recipe 38 Bottom line
14 Reunion guest, 4 Recluse 40 One side of the
= maybe 5 Timetable Urals
s 15 Face painting? abbr. 43 “It's a Wonderful
= 17 Tranquil 6 Blackbirds Life" director
5 18 Jamaican export 7 Page of music 45 Wrong (Pref.)
2 19 Majestic 8 Milky 46 Father (Fr)
3‘ 21 Cure-all 9 Wings 47 Word after
24 Rage 10 Think (over) 30-Down
H H ‘S;As‘gb): :"mf} 25 Scoundrel 11 Tube trophy 48 Take charge
H [ veu ate 26 Pinnacle 16 Monkey suit 49 Yuletide
28 Poultry purchase 20 Curve refrain
32 Lofty 21 Reverberate 53 “Norma —"
34 Apiary denizen 22 Den 54 X rating?
36 Unrivaled 23 Filch 55 “Without
:“E’ . 37 Black-and-white 27 Shooter ammo question”
H : treats Answer to Previous Puzzle
3 i 39 Homer Simpson’s
dad
§ i CONGRATULATIONS 41 Nipper's old boss
§ ggéi \;‘A)g% No H YOU'RE A SOCTOPATH. 42 Eg:::y‘”e of
H BeLrfdus? 3 | PN o 44 sticker's place
N % 46 Sleeping car
H 9 50 Carnival city
H
3
£

71 | 51 Duel tool
5 @ ;‘% 52 State of being
= I3
= H permeable
a QIR 56 Bellow
¥ ~ou Are L7 LIKE To GET A or  ou aceNOT SurrEaG 57 Harvest
SUFFERING SECOND OPINION, Vo CoURSE IC SINUS 58 Witness
cm?oFA%A;/NM ! At 59 Make — meet

60 Out of the wind
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2-24 CRYPTOQUIP
FABK WTZNL B XYGTY
XYQEGLQDK'E LQDKZYQE

VQ WBNNQL? KAQ OQTYOQ

FBEAGDOKTD VYGL
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF AN ITALIAN CHEF
GOT VERY MAD, 1 PRESUME HE COULD GIVE
YOU A PIZZA HIS MIND!
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals D
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Be good influence for son’s friend JUiELE

Dear Abby: My son, “Adam,”
is 9. He's very bright and earns
straight A’s in school. Adam gets
in trouble now and then for goof-
ing off, but nothing serious.

‘Adam has become friends with
aboy in his class named “Sean,”
who has been in trouble
quite often and has even
been suspended from
school. I happen to know
that Sean’s parents have
drugs in their home and
have been in trouble with
the law.

Although allowing my
son to go to Sean’s house
is out of the question, T
have considered permit-
ting Sean to come here
and play where I can
keep a close eye on him.
I can’t help but see that Sean is
an innocent child who needs a
positive influence. Would I be
wrong to allow Adam to invite
him over? Or should I discourage
this friendship altogether? I'm
unsure how to handle this.

— Protective Mom in Illinois

Dear Abby

Dear Mom: You are in a posi-
tion to make an important differ-
ence in that child’s life. You
could be the influence that turns
his life around. The more time
Sean spends in your home, the
more he will be able to experi-
ence what a healthy family is
like. As long as your
son’s friend follows the
rules at your house, I
see no reason why he
should not be invited
over. So be an angel
and throw the boy a
lifeline.

Dear Abby: 1
moved in with my
gentleman friend “Vic-
tor” eight months ago. T
have insisted on paying
for my room and board even
though I was between jobs and
money is tight.

Recently, over my objections,
Victor emptied a room of my
personal effects to make room
for his guests. He has put me in a
smaller room, which he also
wants to make available to his

guest’s guests. Mind you, by
“personal effects” I mean my
underwear, jewelry, bills and
personal papers, etc. There is
only one full bathroom in his
house, so this room is also where
I dress and take care of private
matters.

The “guests” are usually Vic-
tor’s grown sons and their girl-
friends. I no longer have warm,
fuzzy feelings for this man. Am I
being unreasonable or unforgiv-
ing? Victor says I don’t need to
go, but I think it’s time I move
on. What do you think?

— Unfair in Florida

Dear Unfair: By moving your
belongings over your objection,
Victor has sent you an important
message. He may think you don’t
need to go, but since you no
longer have “warm, fuzzy feel-
ings” for him, I agree that you
must. It's not unreasonable or
unforgiving, it is rational.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Grandma’s medical updates too much

Dear Annie: vy
89-year-old grandmother
has been living with my
parents for the past cou-
ple of years. Although
Grama has some medical
problems, she always has
been spry and indepen-
ent.

My family does not get
to visit often, as we live
several hours away. The
problem is that Mom and
Dad send all of the fami-
Iy e-mail, which contains
way t00 much detail about Gra-
ma’s bowels, diaper changes,
medications, etc.

T don’t want to remember
Grama from the perspective of a
medical caregiver. I think this
blabbing takes away from her
dignity and that she would be
embarrassed and upset knowing
her personal information is dis-
seminated in such a fashion.

I know my parents are avid
readers of yours. I hope they will
read this and mend their way:

— Grossed-Out Grandchild

Dear Grossed-Out: One of the
reasons your parents are e-mail-
ing this information is because it

Annie’s Mailbox

is a form of emotional
support for them. They
are sharing their burden
with people who love
Grama, and who will
step in and help if need
be. However, they
shouldn’t force it on

Tell your parents that
you love Grama and
want to know how she’s
doing, but you cannot
handle all the details
about her medical

status.

Dear Annie: I read the letter
from “Indiana,” the man who
likes to wear pantyhose. Shame
on you for insinuating that most
men who wear pantyhose are
cross-dressers. I used to work at
a large hospital, and many of the
male nurses, orderlies and some
doctors wore stockings under
their scrub uniforms for support.
Not only do your legs feel
better at the end of a long day on
your feet, they also aid in helping
to reduce swelling in the feet and

Namath wore pantyhose during
practice and games for the same
reason.

1 say to “Indiana,” if you are
more comfortable with them on,
it does not matter what anyone
else thinks. They are your legs.

onservative South Dakotan

Dear S.D.: First, let’s clear up
the Joe Namath myth. He never
said he wore pantyhose during
games and practices. He ap-
peared in an ad extolling their
ability to make your legs look
good.

We don’t give a rat’s patoot
what you wear under your
clothes, and we know there are
some men who wear pantyhose
for support. But the reason panty-
hose reduce swelling is because
they are binding. Standard nylon

se are not

Unscramble these four Jumbies,
one letter to each square,
10 form four ordinary words.
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Redwood Boy in
the seventh

WHAT THE BOCKIE
GAVE THE WAITER,

Now arrange the circied letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

<7<y ¢
Answer here: A ...
DA A A A

Jumbles: RIVET

Yesterday's
Answer:

2

A
{Answers tomorrow)

MANGY  FEEBLE  AIRWAY

When they vacationed on the posh island,

they were surrounded by — WATER

Family Circus

woman wears for comfort, ok if
you like them, gei gezundter heyt
(g0 in good health).

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime

ta Annie’s Malbox. c/o Creafors Syndi-
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SCOREBOARD

Correction

A story in Monday’s Stars
and Stripes about the Europe-
an Forces Swim League cham-
pionship contained incorrect
information. Christian Northe
is a member of the Berlin
Bear-A-Cudas.

AFN TV & Radio

Thursday

ns{ .—College basketball:
Prowdence Semn Hall (did:

AFN-Spor noon—( Co\e € basketball:

Boston ol\ege at Villanova (did).

AFN- 3 p.m.—Pro basketball: Hous-

tonat san ARtomo
Aml-s orts, 6 p.m.—B0xing: Ballroom Box-
in

m.—Golf: World Golf Cham-
Dlonsmgs et iatch iay Champion-
ship, 1st and 2nd rounds.

Al times are Central European Time: dld in-
diCates Geiayed Broadeact Al Iios. are
subject to change. Vi

Tore information.

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 fared

Tuesday
L linols 27.0) did ot play. Next: vs.

Nofthwestern, Wednesaay.
a (333) eat North Carol-
aR B t Maryland, Sunday.
3 Boston CoHege (52-1) cid not piay. Nexts
at No, 73 Villanova, Wednesday.
4, Giahoma State (20 105t to Nebraska
74:67, Next: at No. 8 Kansas, Sunday
5, Kentucky (20-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Auburn, Wednesday,
&, Wake Forest (22.4) did not play. Next:
v, Longwoor esday.
7. Duke (19-4) mu not play. Next: at Geor-
i3 Tech, Wedrne
8. Kansas (20-9) it not play. Next: vs. No.
4 Qklahoma State, Sunday.
9. Arizona_(23-4) did not play. Next: at
ton state, Thursday.
ichigan State (19-4) did not play.
ext: vs. No. 20 Wisconsin, Thursday.
11 Louisville (23-4) did not play. Next: at
Merghis,Saturday,
13 Gonzaga. (21o4) did not play. Next: at
portiand, Thursday.
13, Utah (23 4) Jid not play. Next: at
erigham Young, saturday.
4 Washington B ) dd not play. Next:
Vs, Arizona SCate, Thur
2 Eone 2 oIk play. Next:vs.
St Joht's, Wednesda oy,
& Alabama G125 Tost 1o LsU 61-59. Next:

entucky, Saturda
S Eonnericut (15 2] mé not play. Next:
at o, 18 ittsburgh, S

Westvwrgvma Wednesda{
did no play. Next: vs. Cal

ot play. Next: vs.

15, Pac
State Nnnhr ige, S iture dy
20 Wiscons n( 6)'did ot play. Next: at
Sta{e‘l'h d
Zl Char\o“e 419 4) did not play. Next: vs.
Mempms‘ Wedne:

. inoma (30.6 i not play. Next: vs.
Bayjor Salorga
% Vilanova {17 5 did not play. Next: vs.
oston & Gay.
nn: é) ¥Rt play. Next: vs.
Marauete, Thr

B Nevada (01-5) did not play. Next: at
Fresno state, saturday.

Tuesday’s men’s scores

EAST
Alvernia 64, Cabrini 56
Brown 70, Yale 64
Caldwell &8, Sciences, Pa.

. Malone
seph's, Maine 68, Newbury 56
S RS St Mchagl s 77

Thiel 110,

188, Waynesburg 64
Skon. i 52 wacoaner

Vork pe o eauauun{lss

72, W. Carolina 54

100, 5. Virginia 56

080, Kentucky .89

'S,
Biiison s, The Citcel s
E-Kentucky

15Ul Ala
Llpscomh £, Belmont 58

69, Morehead St. 61

Yrans vania o1, Anderson, e
reensboro €5, Elon ¢

MiD\
Ashland 100, Tiffin 85
Benedictine,Il 87, Eureka 42

)
larke 76, Concordia,

et Bubu s e 62
ErSighton 65, Fvansvile 64
DePaul 76, South Florida 69

rake 63, indian:
Greenvile 86, Fontbonne 53
Ind.-Pur.-indpls. 90, Chicago St. 62

Indana 79, urduc 62
Luther 79, Lo T
Hishourr 63-Cblord idose
Nebraska 74, Okianoma s
BRCIoIS T WestmnSter 1. 69
Rockfor dSE Dominican, , 1l 46
S¢Cloud 3t 80 Upper fowa 5
2 e i, OlivelNazarene 66
IVIK 77, Oral Roberts 70
Wartburg 73, Smpson fowa 70, OT
IWEST

Dallas 82, Parker College 71
Texas AGM 75, lowa St

Texas Coll. 64, Texas A&M-International 59
o echs, Terxas 6

Fort Lews 83, Adarn
RO oras S olbeacts Sotege 67

‘TOURNAMENT
AMC/NAIA Qualifying Tournament
Quarterfinals
Cedarvile 8 point Park 62

Geneva 96, Mount Vi iazarene 67
‘Ricgheny Mountain Conference

in
Lake ie 85, Frosthurg St 67

wealth Coast Conference

Quarterfinals
Endicott 71, Nicfiols sz
Salve Regina 7, o
ota Ainiete coéllemce
un

Dakotast o2, Jamestonn 62
on St. 63
Mayville

180, . Dakota Tech 71
MOt SE 75, 51 Tanka Haron B
Great Noriheast e
Quarterfi
Johnson & Wales, R 57 W ew England 52
Norwich 83, Daniél Webster 60
Great lains. s Athletic Conference
un

onference

Concordia, Neb. 78, oo
Morningside 93, Briar Cliff 86
Northwestern, lowa 80- Dana 78
Sioux Falls 68, Mount Marty 61
 Conference

uarterfinals
Bluffton 77, Manthesier 10
franklin 73 Mount St Joseph 66

Hanover 72, 60
Lite Eact Conference
Round
Mass.-Dartmouth 85, Keene St. 82
Rhode siand Coll 85, Maine 65
 Tournament

gethel, Minn. 79-Concordia, Moor. 77, OT
Carleton 81, Macajoster 17

Sprm%ﬁe\d 71, Babs%‘nl agn
tags. 6
Alantic Conference

First
Castleton St. SB Mount \da 87
Elms 73, Johns
FUS0nor Maime-Farington 78
Lasell 83, fhomas Maine 51

‘oast Conference

Eartham 02, per

ash 6: Wadin 52
Wluenberg o Anegheny 4
Wooster

Farminadale 83,

Kings Point 62, 0|

Mannananwnc 55 Stsvcns
lount

inyac
uarterfinals

78

SoegD St 57 Geneato st 78, 0T

Potsdam 89, Buffalo St. 73

AP Women’s Tnp 25 fared

L Ly a5 cid e, Next: at Arkan-
> UK H85) did ot play. Next:vs Miami,
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bl $
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sas, Wedn {
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v, Michigan. Wednesday
S e i (zz "3 aid not play. Next:
vs;Virgini, Thursd
0. 24 Boston Col-

\eggst 396N Nexl a( mnsbur;n Friday.
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vs, sk Viroma: samr ay.

i1, Connecticut (19-6) beat Pissburch
97:5. N No.24 Boston Coll, satur

15 DeBal (0539 hd not Day. Rk .

‘Sunday
ey (15 0id ot play. Next vs.Colo-
rado, Wednesda
olbTexes Tech 1 (19:9)did not play. Next: at
e
5. Minnesota AZD &id not play. Next: at
Inglang, Toyrsde

l6-(22.3) did not play. Next: at
MassachuSets Thursday!
25 State (18-6) did not play. Next:
atNebraska, Wednesda
15 Seoraia GO did not play. Next: at
rlorida, Thirsday.
io.Nert Caraln sate 19 id ot play.
Next: at Wake Forest. Thursd

ANK MCNAMARA

20, Vanderbit (196)did ot play. Next: vs.
Alabama, Thu

21. lowa State us 5) did not play. Next: at
MisSouri Wodnesday

"2 Penin State (16 ) did not play. Next: at
No. 4 Ohio State, Sun

2 Mayiand BT dld not play. Next:
virg , Thursday

53 Bston ol (17-8) los to No. 9 Rutgers

ext:vs.No, 11 Connecticut Saturday.

25, Gonzaga (2 22 did not play. N

Portland, Satur

Tuesday’s women’s scores

5.

EAST
Alyernia g8, Neurnar

n

abson 64, Wellesiey

Bryn Mawr 47, wasmn%ngg Md. 44
ar

Ceorgatonn b
fohns Hopking 78, 3 Frankhn& Marshall 50

n»"

minican, N.Y. 64

ohmmslyueﬂ Allegheny 51

Penn 58, Princeton 51

Benn 3t Behrand b4, Pitt. Bradford 43
C ian Court 47

So
38

‘s, Maine 51 Ncwbury 33
ae\ s 71, sz Ros
e

on Hall 43
irginia 99, Providence 59
WeStminater. pa. 55 Wiaynesborg 43
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American League
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arter faces former team,
gets overshadowed by Rose

The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.
Jalen Rose kicked a little sand in
Vince Carter’s face.

Coming off an_ All-Star break

star’s first game against his old
team, leading the Raptors to a
100-82 road victory over the New
Jersey Nets on Tuesday night.

Carter, traded from Toronto to
New Jersey in December after
seven seasons with the Raptors,
finished ~ with
22 points on
8-for-25 shoot-
ing. He
missed sever-
al drives, was
off-target with

his  jumper,
committed four turnovers and
missed four free throws.

“He probably was a little tired
from All-Star weekend,” Rose
said. “While he was running up
and down the court throwing it off
the backboard, I was laying on
the beach drinking a fruity drink
with an umbrella.

“So I probably gave mvself an
unfair advantage on that o

Rose scored 30 pomls on
12-for-15 shooting and did a fine
defensive job on Carter.

“I won't say it was necessarily a
personal challenge, but it was a
reason to come out and want to
play well. In Toronto, deﬁmtely
all eyes were on this game,” Rose
said. “Being the leader of the
team, I tried to lead the pack.”

Rose also led the Raptors on a
144 run early in the fourth quar-

NBA
roundup

“n s disappointing, the way we
played. I think we've played bet-
ter,” Carter said. “It's always a
concern coming out of the
All-Star break how your team
makes its comeback after the
break. It looked OK early, it got
worse the rest of the night.”

Rose had a three-pointer early
in the fourth quarter as the shot
clock expired before Carter came
up with his lone highlight-reel
move of the night, spinning 360
degrees while he drove beneath
the basket before spinning in a re-
verse layup.

Rose answered by driving
around Carter for a layup, then
stealing the ball from Carter as
he was double-teamed. The steal
led to Donyell Marshall's
three-pointer that made it 79-66,
and Carter followed by missing a
running jumper.

Chris Bosh had 16 points and
12 rebounds for the Raptors, and
Milt Palacio added 13 points.
Jason Kidd scored 20 points for
the Nets.

SuperSonics 87, Rockets 85:
Ray Allen scored 29 points,
capped by two free throws with
16.7 seconds left, to help visiting
Seattle snap Houston's winning
streak at eight games.

The Rockets had a chance to tie
it with § seconds left, but Scott
Padgett’s three-point attempt was
short and Allen came up with the
rebound.

Rashard Lewis added 23 points
for Seattle. Yao Ming led Houston

Toronto Raptors’ Jalen Rose, right, drives to the basket as he is guard-
ed by New Jersey Nets’ Jason Kidd during the second quarter Tuesday
night in East Rutherford, N.J. Rose led led all scorers with 30 points as

the Raptors beat the Nets 100-82.

with 30 points.

Bulls 105, Heat 101 (OT): At
Chicago, Ben Gordon hit five
three-pointers in the fourth quar-
ter and overtime and finished
with 29 points for the Bulls.

iami center Shaquille O’Neal

did not return after straining his

left knee in a fall in the opening
minutes. X-rays were negative.

Miami’s Eddie Jones

forced overtime with a buzz-

er-beater, Gordon scored the first
eight points in the extra period.

Dwyane Wade led Miami with
21 points and 11 assists.

Pacers 108, Magic 84: At Or-
lando, Fla., Jermaine O’Neal
scored 20 points in 22 minutes,
and Fred Jones added 18 points
in Indiana’s third straight victory.

A

Sacramento Kings’ Chris Webber
scored 30 points ina 114-104
win over the Atlanta Hawks.

Jamaal Tinsley had 11 points
and six assists after missing all
but two minutes of the past eight
games because of a foot injury.

Jameer Nelson had 15 points
for Orlando.

Pistons 97, Knicks 88: At Au-
burn Hills, Mich., Richard Hamil-
ton and Tayshaun Prince each
scored 19 points, leading Detroit
to its fifth straight victory and
10th in 11 games.

Chauncey Billups added 15
points and eight assists, and
Rasheed Wallace had 12 points,
eight rebounds and four blocks.
Jamal Crawford had 23 points for
the Knicks.

Kings 114, Hawks 104: At
Sacramento, Calif., Chris Webber
scored 30 points, Mike Bibby had
23 and the Kings beat Atlanta for
just their second victory in eight
games. Brad Miller added 16
points, 14 rebounds and seven as-
sists for the Kings.

Al Harrington scored 25 points
for Atlanta, which has lost 16
straight road games and five in a
TOW over:

Lakers 104, Celtics 95: At Los
Angeles, Kobe Bryant and Lamar
Odom each scored 21 points for
Los Angeles, and Chris Mihm had
19 points and 15 rebounds.

Paul Pierce and Ricky Davis
each scored 25 points for Boston.

Bucks 112, Bobcats 102: At
Charlotte, N.C.,, Michael Redd
scored 39 pomts on 15-for-24
shooung after missing Milwau-

kee’s previous three games be-
cause of a sprained index finger.

Brevin Knight led Charlotte
with 19 points.
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Bonds has a lot to say, just not on steroids

The Associated Press

Barry Bonds was outspoken on a variety
of subjects upon arriving at spring train-
ing, just not on his involvement in the ste-
roid scandal.

On Tuesday in Scottsdale, Ariz., the San
Francisco Giants slugger proclaimed him-
self weary but ready for his run at Hank

ron’s home run record, called members
of the media liars and
pointed to problems in
the world he considers
much more important
than steroids — such as
alcoholism and drug
abuse.

But, in his first remarks since his grand
jury testimony was leaked to the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle and reported in December,
Bonds had nothing to say, citing legal re-
straints. He did have harsh words, though,
for the media and fans still consumed by
the circumstances of his record-setting
home run binge.

“You guys are like re-running stories,”
Bonds said to more than 100 reporters in at-
tendance. “This is old stuff. It’s like watch-
ing ‘Sanford and Son.’ It’s almost comical,
basically. . you guys jealous, upset,
disappointed, what?”

Bonds has 703 homers, trailing only
Hank Aaron (755) and Babe Ruth (714) on
the career list. He believes he’s coming
under more scrutiny because he’s closing
in on Ruth.

“Because Babe Ruth is one of the great-
est baseball players ever, and Babe Ruth
ain’t black, either,” he said. “I'm black.
Blacks, we go through a little more. . . . 'm
not a racist though, but I live in the real
world. I'm fine with that.”

training
roundup

Barry Bonds dodged any questions about
steroids and called the press liars during
his news conference at Scottsdale Stadium.

At Lakeland, Fla,, reliever Ugueth Urbi-
na arrived at the Detroit Tigers’ camp, less
than a week after his kidnapped mother
was rescued in Venezuela after five
months in captivity.

Urbina didn’t speak to reporters upon
his arrival, but was expected to Wednes-
day. He left the Tigers in September to
travel to Venezuela following his mother’s
disappearance.

At Vero Beach, Fla., hotheaded Los Ange-
les Dodgers outfielder Milton Bradley
wasted no time asserting that he’s the
team’s center fielder, despite the acquisi-
tion of J.D. Drew.

“P'm starting and 'm playing,” Bradley
said after reporting a day early to Dodger-
town. “My thoughts are, I'm the center
fielder, and that’s where I'm going to be
playing.”

Bradley moved to right field last season

when the Dodgers traded for Steve Finley
for the playoff push, but he was told it was
temporary. Manager Jim Tracy is consider-
ing making Drew a center fielder to help
protect the oft-injured outfielder from
going into the corners.

“There is not an opening day center field-
er right now,” Tracy said. “We're going to
see all three guys (including left fielder
Jayson Werth) ‘in center field during
spring training.”

At Tampa, Fla., New York Yankees right
fielder Gary Sheffield resumed hitting
after three days off because of soreness in
his left shoulder, which was operated on
during the offseason.

“I felt a little fatigued. I felt weak. So I
Jjust cut it back it for the last few days. I hit
off the tee for two days straight. I probably
rushed it,” he said. “The strength is not
there yet. The soreness, I don’t feel that,
the pain that I felt last year, so it's a big dif-
ference.”

At Tempe, Ariz., AL MVP Vladimir Guer-
rero took his first swings of spring training,
showing his thumb is healed.

The Anaheim Angels slugger, who hurt
his right thumb playing winter ball in the
Dominican Republic, lined a series of pitch-
es from hitting coach Mickey Hatcher
hard to the opposite field.

Manager Mike Scioscia doesn’t necessar-
ily condone big league stars playing winter
ball, but understands it.

“You know how much Vladimir loves to
play,” the manager said. “But you're risk-
ing tens of millions of dollars from an in-
vestment standpoint.”

At Clearwater, Fla, Placido Polanco
isn’t happy about being a backup to Chase
Utley on the Philadelphia Phillies, and
hopes he’ll be with another team on open-

ing day.
“It’s a situation I can’t control,” Polanco
said before the team’s first full-squad work-
out. “I don’t like to be in this situation. I
hate to be in this situation, but I have to live
with it.”

Polanco hit .298 with a career-high 17
homers and 55 RBIs in 126 games, but the
Phillies plan to start Utley every day at sec-
ond base and use Polanco in a reserve role.

At Mesa, Ariz., Aramis Ramirez would
like to complete a new contract with the
Chicago Cubs before the season begins.

“Hopefully we'll get something done. I
haven’t heard anything,” Ramirez said be-
fore the Cubs first full-squad workout. “If
we get something done, I hope we get it
done in spring training.”

Ramirez signed a one-year, $8.95 million
deal earlier this month, avoiding arbitra-
tion following his 36-homer, 103-RBI sea-
son that included a .318 batting average.
But he would like a multiyear deal from
the Cubs.

At Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Baltimore Ori-
oles reliever Jorge Ji ulio has been sidelined
with a strained right forearm, an injury
that could force him to miss the regu-
lar-season opener and definitely hinders
his chances of winning the closer’s job out
of spring training.

Julio has inflammation of the flexor mus-
cle and will be placed on a rehabilitative
throwing program the next three weeks.
The Orioles hope to have the right-hander
back on the mound in the middle of their
exhibition schedule, although there are no
guarantees.

“This will set him back, but there’s still a
fair chance at this point that he could be
ready for opening day,” Orioles executive
vice president Jim Beattie said.
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news conference Tuesday, the San Francisco
slugger talked about truth, justice, race,
threats to the public health, the working man,
Jjealousy, envy and fairness, pausing at one
point to insist “Don’t edit this, make it live.”

He was, by turns, articulate, engaging,
funny, informative, smooth, slippery, calculat-
ing and — since context is so important —
very, very angry.

He was also in denial.

“I don’t know,” Bonds said, “what cheating

is.

Here’s hoping the federal prosecutors in
the BALCO investigation do, since the next
time Bonds sits still for that many questions
about steroids will take place only after he’s
been served with a subpoena. He won't set the
ground rules then, won't dare dismiss the peo-
ple questioning him as “liars,” and he won’t
be able to punctuate every answer wilh alec-
ture about it being “time to move on.”

During the grand jury phase of the BALCO
i those same con-
fronted Bonds with documents alleging he
used a cocktail of performance-enhancers —
steroids, human growth hormone, insulin and
more — dating to his record-setting season of
2001.

According to testimony leaked to a newspa-
per, he told them he didn’t know what was in
any of the concoctions his longtime pal, per-
sonal trainer and BALCO bagman Greg
Anderson handed him, and that he never
checked out any of the ingredients with the Gi-
ants trainers or medical staff because he
didn’t trust them.

If that sounds hard to believe, consider this:
When Bonds was asked Tuesday whether any-
body else in baseball knowingly used steroids
over the past 15 years, he replied, “You know

Apparently, Bonds just
assumed all those team-
mates and  opponents
whose physiques blew up
until they resembled inflat-
able dolls were spending
just as much time in the
weight room as he was.

And further, that all of
them had pals like Anderson always at the
ready, with a remedy for whatever ailed
them. Viewed that way, the supersizing of
baseball looks no more suspicious than what
happens in a class at Jenny Craig, only in re-
verse.

Except almost nobody is buying it. Even
those fans Bonds said have finally warmed up
to him.

“I have probably gotten the best relation-
ship with fans through all of this,” he recalled,
“than I ever have in my entire career . . . com-
ing over to me — the things that I've always
‘wanted, to come over to me and just shake my
hand and say, "You know what? Who cares.
You're a good ballplayer. You proved it. You
know, you've done this, you've done that.
We're all supporting you.”

“I've never heard that before,” Bonds said.

Funny he’d say that, since just about every
other disgraced ballplayer has heard it at one
time or another.

Keith Hernandez was cheered when he re-
turned to the ballpark after being involved in
a cocaine scandal that plagued the game in
the 1970s. Pete Rose got the loudest ovation at
the All-Star game a few years back, despite
being drummed out of baseball for gambling
on his own team. Wil Cordero was accused of
beating his first wife, pleaded guilty to assault-
ing his second and, because he knows how to

really care because 1
worried about me. 9y

Barry Bonds
Major leauge player

hit a baseball, too, had little trouble finding
jobs in several towns with “supportive” fans.
‘As recently as Monday, Jason Giambi was
warmly received at the Yankees complex in
Tampa, Fla., despite telling the BALCO grand
jury tales about injecting steroids into his own
butt.

But the hometown fans cheering for all
those ballplayers didn’t believe they had been
wronged, just unappreciated. No one serious-
ly doubts Bonds’ immense talent, work ethic,
or even his dedication, just his contention that
the sum of those parts is all that went into the
whole.

“If that’s the case, we're going to go way
back into 19th, 18th centuries in rehashing the
past and we'll crush a lot of things in a lot of
sports if that's what you guys want,” Bonds
said. “If you just want a lot of things out of the
sports world, then we can go back into the
1800s and basically asterisk a lot of sports if
that's what you choose and that's what you
want to do.”

He’s right, of course. Blacks and Latinos
were excluded from the major leagues when
Babe Ruth set his home run mark, and ru-
mors of widespread use of amphetamines —
known as “greenies” — were around when
Henry Aaron set his.

And so the crucial difference might be that
it is much tougher to look away at the moment
than to look back — no matter how much or
how often Bonds counsels otherwise.

Jim Litke is a national sports columnist for The Associ-
ated Press. Write to him at: jlitke@ap.org
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Federer
survives
test from
qualifier

The Associated Press
DUBAL United Arab Emirates
— Top-ranked Roger Federer es-
caped with a 67 (5), 63, 7-6 (5)
victory over qualifier Ivo Minar

uf Ihe Czech Re-

lic in the

Sports Dubal Open on
: Wednesday.

briefs “He played

really well to
put me under pressure,” said Fed-
erer, trying to win his third con-
secutive Dubai Open title.

Also advancing were fourth
seed Andre Agassi, No. 5 Tommy
Robredo of Spain, No. 6 Nikolay
Davydenko of Russia, and No. 8
Ivan Ljubicic of Croatia.

Minar often left Federer strand-
ed with some audacious passes
from the back of the court and
deft touches at the net.

The match went with service
until the 17th game, when Mi-
nar’s first serve deserted him and
Federer broke the Czech en route
to winning the second set.

The players traded breaks twice
each in the third set, forcing a tie-
breaker that Federer clinched de-
spite double-faulting and wasting
amatch point with a wild smash.

“I couldn’t play as aggressive
enough as I would have liked to,”
Federer said. “So all I tried to do
is keep the points short. But it
was very tough today.”

Agassi faced no such problems,
swamping last year’s finalist Feli-
ciano Lopez of Spain 6-1, 6-3 to
cruise into the quarterfinals.

“I felt it could have turned into
a difficult match,” Agassi said.
“There’s no question that if you
let Feliciano play on his terms, he
becomes quite effective. So to-
night I really had to execute my
shots and make sure I stayed in
control.”

Martinez upsets Myskina

DOHA, Qatar — Unseeded Con-
chita Martinez of Spain continued
her drean run Wednesday by up-

World No. 1 Roger Federer,
above, rallied to beat Ivo Minar of
the Czech Republic 6-7 (5), 6-3,
7-6 (5) on Wednesday in Dubai.

night, ending his senior season
just as the Golden Eagles (18-8,
6-7 Conference USA) are pushing
to make the NCAA tournament.
Diener leads Conference USA
with averages of 19.7 points and
seven assists, and is the only play-
er in the country to lead a major
conference in both categories.

NASCAR to broadcast on
Sirius Satellite Radio

NEW YORK — In the latest
push to ramp up its programming
slate, Sirius Satellite Radio Inc.
reached an agreement to broad-
cast NASCAR races and related
events over a five-year period for
$107.5 million, luring the broad-
cast rights away from rival XM
Satellite Radio Holdings Inc.

The deal, announced Tuesday,
calls for Sirius to become the ex-
clusive satellite radio partner for
NASCAR. The agreement was a
coup for Sirius, the smaller of the
two satellite radio providers.

Both Sirius and XM have been
committing large sums of money
to lock in programming as part of
their drive to build up their busi-
nesses and attract customers.

Sirius also has an all-NFL chan-
nel and a deal with College Sports
Television, which enables Sirius
to air the games of 23 major-col-
lege teams — including Southern
California, Notre Dame and LSU.
The company also signed a deal
in November to air the men’s
NCAA tournament through 2007.

Boxer Spadafora sentenced
up to five years for shooting
_ PITTSBURGH — Former IBF

Paul
setting -

fasia Myskina of Rusia in the was sentenced to up to
Qatar Open. five years in state prison for shoot-

Martinez, 32, beat the two-time
Qatar Open champion 6-4, 7-5 to
set up a quarterfinal match Thurs-
day against Slovakia’s Daniela
Hantuchova, who defeated
sixth-seeded Elena Bovina of Rus-
sia 6-0, 3-6, 6-3.

Earlier ~ Wednesday, ~ sec-
ond-seeded Maria Sharapova of
Russia eased past Gisela Dulko of
Argentina 6-1, 6-1 in 74 minutes
to reach the quarterfinals.

Injury ends senior season

of Marquette star Diener

MILWAUKEE — Travis Dien-
er’s college career is over thanks
to a broken hand, leaving him 83
points shy of surpassing George
Thompson as Marquettes career
leading scorer.

Diener, a Cousy Award finalist
as the nation’s top point guard,
broke his left hand Tuesday. He
underwent surgery Tuesday

ing his girlfriend 16 months ago,
but he could get out in six months
if he completes a boot-camp pro-
gram.

The sentencing closes the most
serious chapter of several alco-
hol- or drug-fueled run-ins for
Spadafora, and the relatively le-
nient sentence could enable him
to resume his career.

Spadafora pleaded guilty to ag-
gravated assault and a weapons
violation in December for shoot-
ing Nadine Russo in the abdomen
on Oct. 26, 2003, because he was
upset she had flattened two tires
on his sport utility vehicle. The
couple has since become engaged
and had a child, Geno.

Spadafora’s promoter, Michael
Acri, said there are no plans for
Spadafora to fight again.

cally, it's beating alcohol
abuse, it’s not about career plans
at this point,” Acri said.

Deluge delays Match Play

World Golf Championship event to start on Thursday

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

CARLSBAD, Calif. — Hours
after the announcement that the
Match Play Championship would
not begin until Thursday because
of the saturated course at La
Costa, one match already was in
the books.

Padraig Harrington outlasted
Darren Clarke on the practice
range.

Leave it to a pair of Irishmen to
ignore the cold rain that fell late
Tuesday afternoon, after every-
one else had left the course and
creeks again spilled over the
banks and across the fairway.

Clarke hit chips around the
green as swing coach Butch Har-
mon watched from under an um-
brella. The 2000 Match Play
champion finally left, pausing
only to light a cigar.

Harrington, who arrived Mon-
day from playing in Malaysia,
tossed a dozen balls in the muck
of a bunker and began blasting
out, spraying mud on his pants.
Then he returned to the driving
range, asked for his S-iron and
continued to beat balls in the
gloaming.

The third shot was as pure as it

ets.

“I should play in lhe rain more
often,” Harrington

That can be arranged Just
move to California.

The final two legs of the West
Coast Swing have turned into the
“Wet” Coast Swing. First came
rain at Riviera, leading to the first
36-hole event on the PGA Tour in
nine years when Adam Scott won
the Nissan Open in a playoff Mon-
day. One day later, Wednesday’s
start of the Accenture Match Play
Championship was pushed back
one day.

PGA Tour tournament director
Mark Russell said La Costa
would be available for practice
rounds Wednesday, but the staff
did not think the course was suit-
able for competition.

“It’s totally saturated,” Russell
said. “But based on this weather
forecast, it’s going to get nothing
but better. If we get a day of sun-
shine and breeze, it will get dra-
matically better, and we’re going
to present a better golf course for
the players.”

That means a full day of golf

Match Play Championship
Atla Cosllhl::nﬂ and Spa

Car calf,
Thursday's first-round matches
Shgm

ke
Viay Singh (e Shimge Kayatama (16
Jonathan Kaye (8) vs. Jay Haas (9)
Chrs BiMarco (6 ve, Tim Herron (13)
Justin Leonard () vs John Daly (12)
Stewart Cink (2) vs. Fred Funk (15)

- Ghol (1) ve. Tom Lohman (10)

Davis Love lll 3) vs. Chris Riley (14)
R Flesch (11)
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Vijay Singh is the No. 1 seed
and will play Shingo Katayama of
Japan.

“He’s a good player. I don’t
know how he’s playing coming
into this event, but I have to treat
him very strong,” Singh said. “I'm
going to go out and see if I can
play my game and play the best I
can and see if I can finish it off.”

Singh is coming off his first
missed cut in a year, as defending
champion at Pebble Beach. No
one misses the cut from the
64-man field at La Costa, al-
though this event has not been

Todd Hamilton () vs. Robert Allenty (11)
Gar or bracket
Tiger Woods ik e 16)

. Jeff Mag
i ry Sabbatini (10)
Stuart Appleby ) V. Joakim Haegaman (16)
Jim Furyk (6) vs. lan Poulter (11)

Snead br:

Phil Mickelson (1) vs. Loren Roberts (16)

‘Adam Scott (3) vs. Trevor immelman (14)
Shigeki Maruyama (&) v. bavid Howell (A1)

will be washed out for the second
time in as many weeks on tour,
and the second time in as many
years at La Costa.

The second round was post-
poned last year, leading to two
rounds Friday and Saturday, fol-
lowed by the 36-hole final on Sun-
day. Tiger Woods won last year,
defeating Davis Love III, for his
second straight title at La Costa.

“If you get all the way to the fi-
nals, it’s a physical grind,” Woods
said Tuesday morning, before the
announcement that the first
round had been delayed. “Match
play is an emotional roller coast-
er, because of the momentum
switches that can happen in one
hole, two holes.”

Unlike the NCAA baskelball
tournament, there is no su
thing as an upset at La Costa.

Last year was the first time in
the six-year history of this World
Golf Championship event that
two of the top-four seeds made it
to the last match.

Jeff Maggert won the first year
as the No. 24 seed, followed by
Clarke (No. 19), Steve Stricker
(No. 55) and Kevin Sutherland
(No. 62). Woods won the past two
years as the top seed, although he
starts this time as No. 2.

kind to the 41-year-old Fijian. He
has never advanced out of the sec-
ond round, even against a wa-
tered-down field in Australia four
years ago.

So while most players like the
idea of match play during a full
schedule of stroke play, Singh
was indifferent.

“I don’t mind it,” he said. “I
think it depends on how you play.
Last year, I didn’t play very well.
I'm driving the ball much better
than I dld l.asl year, and I've fixed
my irons.”

Ernie Els, ranked third in the
world, is the only player who
elected not to come.

Phil Mickelson lives about 20
miles away in Rancho Santa Fe,
and because he didn't play last
week in the Nissan Open, he
played a couple of practice
rounds at La Costa. The No. 3
seed, Lefty is coming off
back-to-back wins on the PGA
Tour by wide margins, although
that won’t do him any good this

week.

He shot 73 in the first round at
Phoenix, then rebounded with a
career-low 60. Had that been
match play, Mickelson probably
wouldn’t have advanced out of
the first round. A week later, he
opened with a course-record 62 at
Spyglass, closed with a 73 and
still won by four shots.

“I would have been knocked
out the first round half the time at
Phoenix,” Mickelson said. “And
at AT&T, I would have done great
all the way through and the last
match have been knocked out. In
match play ... you need some luck
to win. You can play well, but
you're not going to play well six
rounds in a row.”

Right now, all they want to do is
play.

NHL participation cleared for Worlds

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NHL will
allow league personnel to take
part in the world hockey champi-
onships this spring even if the
lockout that canceled the season
continues.

“After due consideration to all
of the relevant and sometimes
competing concerns, we have de-
cided that NHL management per-
sonnel (including NHL head and
assistant coaches) will be entirely
free to participate in the upcom-
mg ITHF World Champlonshlps
in the same manner and in the

same or similar capacities as in
prior years,” NHL chief legal of-
ficer Bill Daly said Tuesday in a
statement.

That leaves the door open for
Wayne Gretzky to lead Team Can-
ada in the tournament that starts
April 30 and ends May 15. Gretz-
ky, the Phoenix Coyotes’ manag-
ing partner, was the executive di-
rector of the two-time defending
champions.

It is expected that more NHL
players will take part in the tourna-
ment that will be held in Austria.

Usually, a handful of players
join their national teams once

their teams are eliminated from
the playoffs. But now that many
have missed a season due to the
lockout, they probably will be look-
ing to play in competitive games.
With the cancellation of the sea-
son last week, and a failed
last-ditch effort to resurrect it
over the weekend, there will be a
break from talks between the
NHL and the players’ association.
The league will hold a meeting
with the board of governors in
New York on Tuesday. The play-
ers’ association will gather its
rank-and-file members for a
meeting Tuesday in Toronto.
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9-time defending champ Heidelberg shocked

Lions lose twice on first day of tournament, fall out of contention

BY RUSTY BRYAN
Stars and Stripes

MANNHEIM, Germany — After six years,
there will be a new boys Division I basketball
champion.

The Heidelberg Lions, who have won the
past five European Division I titles, fell to
fifth-seeded Wiirzburg 44-43 and fourth-seed-
ed Kaiserslautern 45-32 on Wednesday’s first
day of play and fell out of title contention.

“We tried to do something that they weren’t
used to,” said Kaiserslautern coach Clinton
Robinson after his Red Raiders frustrated
Heidelberg with a stall that consumed the
final 2:55 of the first quarter and most of the
second quarter.

K-town, which led 7-4 after the opening
quarter, attempted only one field goal in the
second quarter, a three-pointer by Quentin
Strawder, but still outscored the Lions 7-6 in
the period. The Red Raiders then put the
game away with a 14-8 run over the first 5:50
of the third quarter, largely on the scoring of
Jamal Anene.

Anene had a game-high 14 points, all in the
second half.

Clinton Robinson III, the coach’s son, put
the final nail in the Lions’ coffin, dropping in a
long three that made the score 35-27 with 2:25
left.

“We've been waiting for this for a long
time,” said Anene.

The game was a must-win for each team
after each had lost to surprising Wiirzburg
carlier in the day.

Wiirzburg’s Justin  Gennings hit the
game-winning free throw in the victory over
Heidelberg, a shot in the final 10 seconds that
gave the Wolves their first lead of the day.

“We kept our composure and fought back,”
said Wiirzburg coach Allen Archie, whose
team earned a spot in Thursday’s semifinals.

IMA Europe-MWR

MARCH 12-13
GARMISCH GERMANY

RUSTY BRYAN/Stars and Stripes

Alconbury’s Nikita Webb (14) drives to the basket around teammate Katie Schoner, foreground,
and Iceland’s Tierra Lewis (23) on Wednesday during the Lady Dragons’ 44-12 Division IV win.

The Wolves had earlier defeated K-town
54-51, again taking control late in the game.
Wiirzburg’s Jonathan Ortiz scored 15 points
against Heidelberg and 14 against K-town.
Soo Soo Taulellei scored a game-high 16
against K-town.

Next up for the Wolves is a 6:30 p.m. semifi-
nal Thursday against the runner-up among
Ramstein, Wiesbaden, International School of
Brussels and Lakenheath; K-town will take on
the champion of that pool. The title game is
scheduled for 8 p.m. Friday.

“We 've got a lot of tournament left,” Archie
sai

The girls’ Division I tournament produced
nothing like the drama of the boys’ event, with
Heidelberg’s 31-24 upset of defending D-1
champion Lakenheath topping the list.

In the other tournaments, the Naples and
Aviano boys and girls went unbeaten in early
play; as did Hanau, Mannheim and Vilseck.

ere were no Division I games Wednes-
day, and the Alconbury and Brussels boys and
girls went unbeaten early in Division IV.

Play resumes at 9 a.m. Thursday.

For all its success on
‘Wiirzburg isn’t taking anything for granted.

presents the
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European basketball
championships
INHEIM, Germany — First-day
pool-play results Wednesday from the
European Division 1, II, IIl and IV high
sc!on\ baskethal\ fournaments which
en

Boys
w.dmsdays esults

Wiirzburg 54, Kalserslautern 51
Wirzburg 44, Heidelber
Ramste\n 53, Wwesbaden 07
International School of Brussels 49,
Lakenheath 44
liesbaden 60, ISB 51
Kaiserslauterr 45, Heidelberg 32
ivi
Naples 69, AFNORTH 46
Vilseck 41, Bitburg 40 (OT)
Aviano
Black Forest Academy SL Patch 40
Mannheim 5!
Hanau 50, AFNOR lﬂ
\viano vs. Patch, late
Mannheim vs. BFA, late
Hanau vs. Bitburg, late
vision Il

No games sch
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Menwith 0 4
Brussels o e
Iconbury 42, Ankara 41

iceland 41, Milan 17
Brussels 40, Menw\(h Hill 26
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ivision |

Ramstein 42, ISB 37
Nerelberq 3t Lakenheath 24
Wi baden 3:

by
Kaisersalutern vs. Ramstem late

Naples 43, Black Forest Acaderny 26
AFNORTH 32, Patch 29

Vilseck 41, SHAPE 36

Aviano 33, Bitburg 29

H 29

No games scheduled

Alconbury 55, Milan

IR iCetang 30 G2om

Menwith Hill 27, Ankara 11
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Ankara vs. Lajes, lats

BY JON SOLOMON
The State (Columbia, S.C)

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — For-
get the turtle, fear the Tiger.

More specifically, fear Sharrod
Ford.

Clemson never trailed in a
97-93 victory over Maryland on
Tuesday night before 17,950 at
Comcast Center.

In another dominating perfor-
mance against his home-state
school, Ford scored 24 points and
just missed a triple double to help
Oliver Purnell, another Maryland
native, lead the Tigers to their first
sweep of Maryland since 1996-97.

Ford, a native of Suitland, M

bounds and a career-high nine
blocks.

“I always dreamed of going to a
hometown school,” said Ford,
who made seven of eight shots
after halftime. “But since I
couldn’t, I guess I had to dream
about beating one.”

In Clemson’s 88-73 victory
against Maryland on Feb. 1, Ford
tied a career high with 25 points
and grabbed 10 rebounds. Until

this month, Maryland had won 13

Clemson pulls off
sweep of Maryland

consecutive games against Clem-
son, which was the second-long-
est active winning streak against
one opponent in the ACC.

Clemson shot 58.2 percent, in-
cluding 62.5 percent in the sec-
ond half, in Tuesday’s victory
against the defending ACC tour-
nament champion. The Tigers
made eight of 12 three-pointers.

The Tigers’ point total was the
school’s highest on the road in an
ACC game that did not go into
overtime.

“You could see the look in their
eye that they knew they were
going to win, confident they were
going to win,” Purnell said. “They
could answer any challenge. T
was just real proud of them to-
night, particularly coming off” a
32-point loss at North Carolina on
Saturday.

There were some anxious mo-
ments. Clemson’s 11-point lead
with 3 minutes left was whittled
to four when Maryland’s Travis
Garrison made two free throws
‘with 1:44 remaining.

Cheyenne Moore and Olu Ba-
balola then made four consecu-
tive free throws for the Tigers,
who converted 11 of 18 foul shots
in the final 3:09.
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Quarterback Drew Bledsoe was released by Buffalo on Tuesday and
almost immediately agreed to join former coach Bill Parcells in Dallas.

(B Bledsoe headed
for reunion in Dallas

The Associated Press

IRVING, Texas — Drew Bled-
soe was released by the Buffalo
Bills on Tuesday and within
hours, according to several re-
ports, agreed to a deal with the
Dallas Cowboys.

Bledsoe’s reunion with coach
Bill Parcells, who drafted the
quarterback No. 1 overall and
guided him to the Super Bowl in
New England, was first reported
by Dallas-Fort Worth television
station KTVT and later by
ESPN.com, The Dallas Morning
News and the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram. All cited sources.

Bledsoe, agent David Dunn and
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones did
not immediately return phone
calls to The Associated Press.

The Bills announced plans to re-
lease him last week, and the Cow-
boys were prepared with an offer
right away. Bledsoe was ready for
it, too, even saying last week that
“Dallas 1s intriguing for obvious
reasons.”

“Playing for my old coach and
then looking at the weapons they
have offensively, that's intrigu-
ing,” Bledsoe said in a conference
call with reporters. “But there
are a number of teams that are
posslbllmes and Dallas is one of
thos¢

Bledsoe also indicated then
that he’d rather retire than not be
a starter, so there’s little doubt
he’ll be taking over the Dallas of-
fense, especially considering Par-
cells’ affinity for his former play-
ers. Among his receivers will be
receiver Terry Glenn, who
caught passes from Bledsoe from
1996-2001 in New England.

The Cowboys have said all
along they wanted to go with a vet-
eran quarterback rather than
turn to one of their youngsters,
Drew Henson or Tony Romo.
Henson threw just 18 passes as a
rookie and Romo has never
thrown a pass in his two NFL sea-
sons. Bledsoe’s arrival also
means that Vinny Testaverde
won’t return.

Although Bledsoe is eight years
younger than Testaverde, he’s

still considered on the downside
of his career.

His statistics last season in guid-
ing Buffalo to a 9-7 record were
comparable to what Testaverde
did in Dallas’ 6-10 season.

Bledsoe had 20 touchdowns
and 16 interceptions, while
Testaverde had 17 touchdowns
and 20 interceptions. The Bills
went into the final Sunday of the
season with a chance to make the
playoffs after an 0-4 start.

A record-setting passer in his
youth with Parcells, Bledsoe has
thrown for more than 300 yards
only once in the past two seasons.

e made the Pro Bowl the year
before that, his first with Buffalo
after losing his job in New En-
gland to Tom Brady. He was
23-25 in three seasons with the
Bills, never reaching the postsea-
50

n.

Bledsoe said that after the Bills
told him they were releasing him
and turning the job over to last
season’s top pick, J.P. Losman, he
spent about half a day “trying to
figure out if T had the energy to
get after it again.”

“But then T started to look at
some of the opportunities out
there and some of the teams
where I could possibly go to, I re-
ally started to get excited about
it,” he said. “I have an absolute
love for this game, I have a pas-
sion for it. ... I have excitement
now to see what the next thing is.
I'm looking forward to it.”

In Dallas, Bledsoe will face a
fan base still yearning for some-
one to carry on the tradition of
Roger Staubach and Troy Aik-
man.

Bledsoe will be the eighth start-
ing quarterback the Cowboys
have used since Aikman. The
franchise also has just one post-
season victory since its last Super
Bowl championship, which came
after the 1995 season.

But there will be some solid
players around Bledsoe, primari-
ly running back Julius Jones and
tight end Jason Witten. The re-
ceiving corps will include Glenn,
who was hurt most of last season,
and Keyshawn Johnson.

Seahawks sign Hasselbeck;
Alexander, James franchised

The Associated Press

The Seattle Seahawks made sure Matt Hassel-
beck will be their starting quarterback for a few
more years, and designated running back Shaun Al-
exander as their franchise player on a busy day in
the NFL.

Adam Vinatieri, Edgerrin James and Charles
Woodson were also among a handful of players who
received the franchise tag by their teams Tuesday.

By designating potential free agents as franchise
players, teams have the opportunity to retain them
for next season. Under the designation, a team is re-
quired to offer the player a one-year contract equal
to the average of the top five salaries at his position
last season, or give him a 20 percent raise, whichev-
er is greater.

Cleveland released quarterback Jeff Garcia, for-
mally ending a one-year relationship that seemed
doomed from the outset. There was no fanfare as the
club chose not to release a statement or give a rea-
son for cutting ties with Garcia.

Although free agency officially begins March 2,
much high-priced dealing already has taken place.
Seattle has made the biggest moves, ensuring that
three of its top offensive players stayed in town.

Last week, the Seahawks signed left tackle Walter
Jones to a seven-year, $52.5 million deal. Hassel-
beck, who was sure to be on of the top players on the
free-agent market, got a deal is for $49.4 for six
years — including a $16 million signing bonus.

“We weren’t going to let Matt go,” Seahawks CEO
Tod Leiweke said. “This guy had to come back for
us to be effective.”

The Seahawks also ensured that they can keep Al-
exander — or get two first-round picks for him. Alex-
ander, who finished a yard behind the Jets’ Curtis
Martin in the NFL rushing race, is guaranteed $6.3
million although the Seahawks said they will be
working on a long-term deal.

All this occurred in the midst of a front-office
shakeup — general manager Bob Ferguson an-
nounced his resignation Tuesday.

Vinatieri, whose last-minute field goals won the
Super Bowls in 2002 and 2004, was designated the
Patriots’ franchise player for the second time. He
got the same tag in 2002, then signed a three-year
deal which is about to expire.

The Patriots are expected to renegotiate a new
contract before the deadline on March 16 to re-sign
players with the franchise designation.

made James its lusive fran-
chise player — it wasn’t clear whether the Colts
would keep him protected or try to work a long-term
deal.

The running back was tendered a one-year con-
tract for a little more than $8 million, but he could
offer his services to another team. The Colts could
match that offer or let him go and get two
first-round draft choices in return.

“We decided the best thing to do would be to put
the non-exclusive tag on him,” Colts President Bill
Polian said. “It allows us to retain our rights going
forward and it allows us to try and work something
out.”

‘Woodson, a four-time Pro Bowl cornerback, was
made Oakland’s franchise player for the second
straight year.

The Raiders also re-signed receiver Jerry Porter,

Edgerrin James was designated the Colts’ franchise
player on Tuesday, but the team didn’t
whether that was to keep him or trade him.

giving him a multiyear deal. Terms of the contract
weren’t released for Porter, who led the Raiders
with 64 catches for 998 yards and nine touchdowns.

“I'm happy to return to the Raiders and ready to
get started on a new football season,” Porter said in
a statement released by the team.

safety
Donovin Darius for the third straight season, and
San Francisco made linebacker Julian Peterson its
franchise player for the second year in a row.

Pittsburgh failed to designate wide receiver Plaxi-
co Burress as its franchise player, all but assuring
he will become a free agent.

He had at least 60 catches for three years in a row
before being slowed by a hamstring injury last sea-
son, when his 35 catches were his fewest since he
made 22 as a rookie in

Dallas cut defensive end Marcellus Wiley just one
season after he was the Cowboys’ top free-agent
signee. He had just three sacks and often was
benched in obvious passing situations.

San Diego released receiver-returner Tim
Dwight after four injury-marred seasons, Baltimore
let go of veteran wide receiver Kevin Johnson and
Kansas City cut ties with defensive end Vonnie Holli-
day.

Carolina gave a new deal to Rod Smart, who first
gained attention in the one-year XFL by wearing
“He Hate Me” on the back of his uniform. He has
played primarily on special teams as a kick returner
and missed most of last season with a knee injury.

Former Pro Bowl punter Roby dead at 43

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Former
punter Reggie Roby, a 16-year
NFL veteran and three-time Pro
Bowl selection, died Tuesday
after being found unconscious at
home by his wife. He was 43.

Melissa Roby found her hus-
band with no pulse. Paramedics
tried to resuscitate him at home
and in the ambulance, but he was

pronounced dead in the emergen-
cy room at St. Thomas Hospital,
according to a statement released
by the family.

The cause of death is unknown,
the statement said.

Roby was a sixth-round pick in
1983 out of Iowa by the Miami
Dolphins, where he played from
1983-92. He also played for the
‘Washington Redskins, Tampa
Bay Buccaneers, Houston/Ten-

nessee Oilers and San Francisco
49ers, where he wrapped up his
career with a final season in 1999.
He led the AFC in 1991 with an
average punt of 45.7 yards, and
he still holds the Pro Bowl record
w1th 10 punts in the 1985 game.

e was an outstanding punter
for us and his booming kicks
often helped us win the field posi-
tion battle,” Don Shula, who
coached Roby, said in a statement
released by the Dolphins.
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Sub Scott helps lift Tar Heels over Wolfpack

The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — All Melvin
Scott needed was a chance.

Stuck on the bench lately in a
horrid shooting slump, the senior
guard replaced the ill Rashad Mc-
Cants in the :tartmg lineup and
scored 12 points in No. 2 North
Carolina’s 8171 victory over
North Carolina State on Tuesday
night.

Raymond Felton had 21 points,
seven assists and five rebounds

Men's Top 25

Roundup

for the Tar Heels (23-3, 11-2),
who extended their lead in the At-
lantic Coast Conference to a
game over No. 6 Wake Forest.
Jawad Williams added 15
points for North Carolina and
Sean May and freshman Marvin
Williams each scored 14.
McCants didn’t even make the
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25-mile trip because of an intesti-
nal disorder, giving Scott his sec-
ond start of the year. He had
scored only 10 points in his previ-
ous four games and was 0-for-8
from three-point range in that
span.

That wasn’t a problem against
the Wolfpack (15-11, 5-8).

Scott finished 4-for-8 on threes,
including two on each side of half-
time to give North Carolina a com-
manding lead. Perhaps inspired
by his performance, Scott’s team-

ilable ® Home de
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mates also found the range from
beyond the arc, finishing
10-for-21.

LSU 61, No. 16 Alabama 59:
At Baton Rouge, La., Ross Nelt-
ner’s tip-in at the buzzer gave the
Tigers the victory and denied the
Crimson Tide the chance to
clinch the SEC West.

The loss snapped a four-game
winning streak for Alabama
(21-5,10-3 SEC).

The Tigers (16-9, 9-4)
proved to 13-1 at home.
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Born to perform

Huskers: Win
is timely
for Collier

HUSKERS, FROM BACK PAGE

The Huskers (12-12, 5-8) used
a 12-0 run from a 32-32 halftime
tie to break the game open.

Nebraska’s biggest victory in
Collier’s five years came on the
same day a columnist for the
Omaha World-Herald, the state’s
largest newspaper, called for his
firing.

“We don’t pay a lot of attention
to that,” Collier said.

Sutton said he’s well aware of
the heat Collier has been taking
and that if he had to lose to one
team in the Big 12, he’s glad it
was Nebraska.

“They’ve had a tough season,
and they are a better ballclub
than their record would indi-
cate,” Sutton said. “Barry is a
very, very good coach. 1 hope
these people get off his case and
start showing him some apprecia-
tion.”

After the buzzer, students from
both ends stormed the court. Colli-
er and his players then waved
their hands in the air as if they
were directing the pep band in a
rendition of “There Is No Place
Like Nebraska.”

The players wound their way
through a gauntlet of students,
high-fiving them as they headed
to the locker room.

John Lucas led Oklahoma State
with 20 points. Joey Graham, the
Big 12’s second-leading scorer,
was held to 12 before fouling out
in the final minute.

“We wanted to try to pay spe-
cial attention to Joey Graham,
who we think is an NBA
first-rounder for sure and proba-
bly a lottery pick,” Collier said.
“He had his way with us last year.
We also had to keep John Lucas
under wraps.”

Freshman JamesOn Curry, av-
eraging 14.3 points since joining
the Cowboys’ starting lineup
seven games ago, was held to
seven points, two in the second
half.

The Huskers used the 12-0 run
to go ahead 44-32. Maric scored
twice in a row before John Turek
highlighted the spurt with a big
dunk off a pass from Jake Mu-
hleisen.

Oklahoma State didn’t score for
the opening 6:16 of the second
half until Graham bulled his way
in for a layup.

After Terrence Crawford got
the Cowboys within 44-36, Mc-
Cray hit a three-pointer and
Corey Simms hit a jumper for the
Huskers’ biggest lead, 49-36.

Nebraska played to the half-
time tie despite going 6:35 with-
out a field goal. The Huskers capi-
talized on 12 turnovers in the first
half, converting them into 17
points.

Two threes by Lucas and anoth-
er by Daniel Bobik keyed a 13-0
run that gave the Cowboys an
18-7 lead.

“It was right there, and we
didn’t seize the moment,” Lucas
said. “That’s what it boiled down
to. We didn’t come out hungry.
They stepped up, and we didn’t
play hard.”
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Bledsoe reportedly agrees to deal
with Cowhoys hours after heing
released by Bills, Page 46

Huskers drop
No. 4 Cowboys

Nebraska victory knocks
Okla. State into Big 12 tie

BY ERIC OLSON
The Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Oklahoma
State coach Eddie Sutton had no
difficulty assessing his
fourth-ranked Cowboys’ perfor-
mance in a 74-67 loss to Nebraska
on Tuesday night.

“I told the squad this ranks as
one of the 10 worst performances
of any team I've had that's any
good,” Sutton said.

“It was just a bad | game, and it
came at a bad tim

Not only did &he loss dmp &he
Cowboys into a tie with No.
sas atop the Big 12 stdndmgs it
could damage their hopes of a No.
1 seed in the NCAA tournament.

Oklahoma State is at Kansas on
Sun

Joe McCray scored 17 of his 22
points in the second half and
Aleks Maric added a career-high

15 to lead Nebraska to its first win
over a Top Five opponent since a
98-91 victory over No. 3 Missouri
in the 1994 Big Eight tournament.
It was Nebraska'’s first win in 20
games against Top 10 opponents.

“We needed a great, great ef-
fort to have a chance to win,” Ne-
braska coach Barry Collier said.
“Our guys believed they could do
that, and four or ﬁve minutes at a
time we came at ”

Oklahoma Smte Whlch aver-
aged 82 points in winning its last
six games by an average of 15,
was held under 70 points for only
the fourth time this season.

The Cowboys (20-4, 10-3 Big
12) turned in a sloppy effort that
saw them commit 19 turnovers
and go eight straight possessions
without scoring to start the sec-
ond half.

SEE HUSKERS ON PAGE 47

Nebraska's Jake Muhleisen (12) works his way through the crowd that
stormed the court after Nebraska beat Oklahoma State 74-67 in Lin-
coln, Neb., on Tuesday. It was the Cornhuskers’ first victory over an
opponent ranked in the Top Five since the 1994 Big Eight tournament.

AP
Clemson’s Sharrod Ford (5) lands on Maryland’s Will Bowers (31) after a dunk during Clemson’s 97-93
victory Tuesday in College Park, Md. Clemson’s Olu Babalola (12) is at left. Ford had 24 points and 10
rebounds as Clemson swept Maryland for the first time since 1996-97. See story on Page 45.
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